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IFB Young Leaders gear up for 

another busy year of leadership and 

activities to engage all members. 

page 6

Lori Pepper continues to cher-

ish an IFB farm gate sign passed 

down by her father, Laverne Ferb. 
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IPPA members meet to set 

goals for the coming year, includ-

ing trade and disease prevention.  
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BY KAY SHIPMAN

FarmWeek

Illinois is releasing $50 million in seed 
money to grow broadband and enhance 
telehealth, education and economic 
development around the state, Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker announced Wednesday at 
Ridgley Elementary School, Springfield.

In an all-purpose room filled with 
students, state officials and industry 
representatives, the governor noted the 
“rights of communities to have access” 
to telehealth, education and economic 
opportunities via high-speed internet. 
This marks the first matching fund 
grants from a $420-million broadband 
initiative approved last year.

Pritzker compared the potential rural 
impact to what followed rural electrifi-
cation. “Rural broadband challenges are 
no different,” he said. “Only through 
thoughtful partners among government, 
communities and broadband providers 
alike will we achieve our ubiquitous goal 
of broadband access.”

“Broadband access is a critical compo-
nent of modern agriculture, but far too 
many in Illinois are missing out,” said 
Illinois Farm Bureau President Richard 
Guebert Jr. in a prepared statement. 
“Not only can broadband access improve 

the economic well-being of farmers, but 
it can also help revitalize rural Illinois 
and boost our economy.”

Matt Schmit, state broadband direc-
tor, told FarmWeek the effort is 
meant to help farmers and rural areas. 
However, broadband access isn’t limited 
to only rural parts of the state. “Huge 
swaths of Illinois are unserved” by 
high-speed internet – “the best tool 
to fill in the gap,” said Schmit of the 

Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO).

“With broadband expansions, farmers 
can better compete in the global 
marketplace, small towns can attract 
businesses and rural communities can 
be more livable and open to opportu-
nities,” said Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton, 
chair of the Governor’s Rural Affairs 
Council.

DCEO posted application informa-

tion online and set an April 3 deadline 
for proposals. Schmit listed rural 
cooperatives among entities for poten-
tial projects “as long as they demon-
strate they can do the work … and that 
they have community support.”

The state will use Federal Commu-
nications Commission broadband 
standards of download 
speeds of 25 megabits 
(Mpbs) per second 
and upload speeds of 
3 Mpbs as minimum 
standards for project 
proposals, according 
to Schmit.

While the gover-
nor’s announcement 
stated project appli-
cants must offer at 
least 50% of nonstate funding, Schmit 
said his agency understands every 
applicant won’t be able to provide local 
match dollars. Project applications may 
propose a combination of federal and 
other funding sources, he said, adding, 
“we’re looking to turn every (state) 
dollar into at least $2.”

IFB will monitor project proposals to 
learn which receive funding, said Bill 
Bodine, who represented IFB on the 
state Broadband Advisory Council and 
serves as IFB’s director of business and 
regulatory affairs.

Bridging digital divide: Pritzker unveils $50 million for broadband 
Proposals due April 3

BY ASHLEY RICE

FarmWeek

The time is now to enroll 
for Agricultural Risk Coverage 

(ARC) or Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) for the 2019 and 2020 
program years.

Farmers should visit their 
county Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) office before the 
deadline of March 15 to sign 
up.

“So far, only 33,000 farmers 
have signed up, and 161,000 
normally participate,” said 
Bill Graff, Illinois FSA state 
executive director. “We are 
roughly 20% done and have 
six weeks left.”

By March 15, all signa-
tures, including that of the 
producer and landowner, plus 
any record changes, must be 
filed. “Producers need to get 
into their local county offices 
sooner rather than later,” 
explained Graff. “There are 
no late filed provisions. If you 
miss it, you miss it.”

As far as which coverage 
options to choose for which 
crops, the University of 
Illinois farmdoc team and 

COUNTRY Financial’s Doug 
Yoder reviewed program 
options.

“We (the farmdoc team) 
lean toward PLC for corn, 
lean toward ARC-CO (county 
option) for soybeans, and we 
lean heavily toward PLC on 
wheat,” said Gary Schnitkey, 
Ph.D., University of Illinois 
agriculture economist.

So, what are the major 
differences between the 
coverage options? PLC and 
ARC-CO are made on a 
crop-by-crop basis on each 
FSA farm. While ARC-IC 
(individual coverage) applies 
to the whole farm.

Now let’s look at specifics 
for corn, soybeans and wheat.

For 2019 corn, the farmdoc 
team doesn’t believe PLC 
is likely to make a payment, 
while ARC-CO is not likely 
to make payments in most 
counties. For 2020 corn, 
there is a 50% chance of a 
PLC payment while ARC-CO 

would occur with regionally 
specific low yields.

For 2019 soybeans, the 
farmdoc team doesn’t 
believe PLC is likely to make 
payments, while ARC-CO is 
not likely to make payments in 
most counties. For 2020 corn, 
PLC payment is not likely 
to happen, and an ARC-CO 
payment would require local 
low yields and nonincreasing 
prices.

For 2019 wheat, PLC is 
likely to make large payments, 
depending on the PLC yield. 
ARC-CO will likely make 
payments in many counties, 
but may be less then PLC.

For 2020 wheat, PLC and 
ARC-CO have a very high 
chance of payments, but 
ARC-CO will likely be less.

Growers should consider 
taking ARC-IC in 2019 if they 
have an FSA farm with very 
low yields or prevented plant. 
“It’s worth looking into for 
100% prevented plant but it’s 

a very narrow set of farms 
that this option makes sense,” 
noted Jonathan Coppess.

Producers are eligible to 
purchase Supplemental Cover-
age Option from their crop 
insurance agent if they select 
PLC. 

“We’re asking our custom-
ers to coordinate this with 
their agents,” noted Yoder, 
COUNTRY Financial crop 
agency manager. This cover-
age is county based and avail-
able in all Illinois counties for 
corn, soybeans and wheat. It 
is triggered only if the county 
losses exceed 14%.

After the 2019 and 2020 
program years, the selection 
term will go to yearly through 
2023, as compared to the 2014 
farm bill in which producers 
were locked into the program 
for five years.

For more information on 
ARC and PLC, visit the 2018 
farm bill toolbox at {farmdoc.
illinois.edu/2018-farm-bill}.

Make plans to visit your county FSA office before March 15

Gov. J.B. Pritzker describes the state’s release of $50 million in grants for broadband 
projects during a press conference Wednesday at Ridgely Elementary School in Spring-
field. Joining the governor were Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton, to Pritzker’s right, and state 
and industry officials. (Photo by Lee Milner)


