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Spring fertilizer supplies should be 

adequate as upcoming summer work 

begins on Illinois River locks/dams.
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Climate discussion engage-

ment will be among topics at 

IFB’s Feb. 18 GALC Conference. 
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Early voting opens this week 

for the March 17 primary. Make 

sure you’re registered to vote. 
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MID-WEST TRUCK & TRAILER SHOW

February 7 & 8, 2020
Peoria Civic Center, Peoria, IL

201 SW Jefferson St., I-74, Exit 93

BY ASHLEY RICE

FarmWeek

President Donald Trump 
ceremoniously signed the 
United States-Mexico-Can-
ada Agreement (USMCA) 
Wednesday surrounded 
by farmers, ranchers, and 
manufacturing, auto and 
energy workers.

“This is a colossal victory 
for our farmers, ranchers, 
energy workers, factory 
workers and American 

workers in all 50 states, and 
you could almost say beyond,” 
stated Trump. “The USMCA 
is estimated to add another 
1.2% to our GDP (gross 
domestic product) and create 
countless new American jobs.”

If you’re keeping track, 
that’s two countries down 
and one to go, as Canada still 
needs to ratify the agreement, 
which Mexico previously 
approved. The agreement will 
take effect 90 days after all 
countries have approved it.

Calling it a “tremendous 
breakthrough for American 
agriculture,” Trump estimated 
that annual total exports to 
Canada and Mexico will be 
$315 million.

Trump listed some of the 
benefits of USMCA to U.S. 
agriculture, including Canada 
providing greater access to 
American dairy, increased 
poultry and egg exports, and 
Canada giving fair treatment 
to U.S. wheat.

“This agreement is a great 

and vital victory that will set 
the stage for increased agricul-
tural opportunity in 2020 
and the years to come,” said 
Richard Guebert Jr., Illinois 
Farm Bureau president. “One 
in every 5 acres in Illinois 
is planted to feed Mexican 
and Canadian consumers. As 
farmers prepare for the 2020 
planting season, hope is on 
the horizon for our Illinois 
farmers to sell what they 
grow.”

Other components of 

USMCA will benefit manufac-
turers, auto makers and steel 
workers. In addition, there are 
new labor protections, intel-
lectual property protections, 
textile industry protections 
and new standards for the 
environment.

“Together, we’re build-
ing a glorious future that is 
raised, grown and made right 
here in the glorious USA,” 
commented Trump. “It’s a real 
honor to be involved and to 
have helped so many people.”

Trump signs USMCA, waiting on Canada to ratify

BY DANIEL GRANT

FarmWeek

The temperature trend 
might shift this month to 
more winter-like conditions, 
but the outlook for the precip-
itation pattern appears to be 
more of the same.

Ag meteorologist Mike 
McClellan, owner/president 
of Mobile Weather Team 
in Washington, discussed 
weather possibilities for the 
rest of winter and spring 
at MID-CO Commodities’ 
annual outlook meeting in 
Bloomington.

“We have a warm-up into 
the first of February. After 
that I think we could have 
a couple arctic blasts (this 
month),” McClellan said.

Statewide, the tempera-

ture Jan. 1-27 averaged 31.5 
degrees, 6.8 degrees above 
normal.

But McClellan points to 
a large pocket of frigid air 
bottled up over the North Pole 
as possible fuel for an arctic 
blast in the weeks ahead. Some 
of that air could escape and 
travel south across Canada 
into the northern U.S. if the 
Polar Vortex weakens or if the 
jet stream dips to the south.

“We could see colder 
temperatures in February and 
maybe into March,” McClellan 
said.

“However, we’re really 
struggling this winter to 
predict what will happen. La 
Nina/El Nino is neutral and 
expected to remain so (well 
into the growing season). We 
don’t have as many signals 
right now.”

The signals at this point, 
though, suggest a continuation 
of the wet pattern well into 
planting season.

A large portion of the Corn 
Belt endured 15 consecutive 
months of above-average 
precipitation Aug. 2018 to Oct. 
2019. Precipitation the first 
27 days of January in Illinois 
averaged 4.28 inches, 2.67 
inches above normal.

“With all the rain last year 

and winter so far has had a lot 
of cloud cover (and minimal 
evaporation), so even if we 
don’t get a tremendous amount 
of precipitation into spring, a 
little bit of rain can cause us 
problems because it’s so wet,” 
he said.

McClellan predicts above-av-

erage precipitation each of the 
next three months, although 
not to the extent of last year, 
with near-normal precipita-
tion by May. He also believes 
an active weather pattern this 
spring could boost the chances 
of severe weather outbreaks.

“I think it’s going to be 

a weather-driven market in 

many aspects,” he said.

Topsoil moisture in the state 

ranked 40% surplus, 57% 

adequate and just 3% short 

as of Jan. 27, the National 

Agricultural Statistics Service 

Illinois field office reported.

Meteorologist predicts February cooldown, wet spring 

Ice layers crack as temperatures fluctuate along the edge of a Shelby County field. Scattered 
ponds also persist in area fields. (Photo by Catrina Rawson)

ENTRENCHED PONDS


