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Farmers hope to bring millions 

of last year’s prevent plant acres 

back into production this year.
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Higher milk prices combined 

with increased exports should 

bolster 2020 dairy farm returns.
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U.S. Senators approved USM-

CA, meaning the agreement now 

awaits the President’s signature. 
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BY ASHLEY RICE

FarmWeek

During a live ceremony in Washing-
ton, D.C., President Donald Trump and 
Chinese Vice Premier Liu He signed the 
phase one U.S.-China trade agreement 
Wednesday.

“Today, we take a momentous step, 
one that has never been taken before 
with China toward a future of fair 
and reciprocal trade as we sign phase 
one of the historic trade deal between 
the United States and China,” said 
Trump. “Together, we are righting the 
wrongs of the past and delivering a 
future of economic justice and security 
for American workers, farmers and 
families.”

Per the agreement, China has agreed 
to annually purchase, on average, at 
least $40 billion of U.S. food, agricul-
tural commodities and seafood during 
the next two years. The deal also 
includes chapters on dispute resolution, 
intellectual property, technology trans-
fer, currency and financial services. In 
addition, the U.S. has agreed to modify 
its Section 301 tariff actions.

“Illinois farmers are ready to regain 
our trading position with China 
... We are well-positioned to fulfill 
China’s demand of soybeans, pork and 
additional commodities, and this agree-
ment provides a pathway for the next 
generation of Illinois young farmers,” 
explained Richard Guebert Jr., Illinois 

Farm Bureau president.
Looking at the numbers, according to 

Veronica Nigh, American Farm Bureau 
Federation economist, record U.S. 
agricultural exports to China occurred 
in 2012 totaling $26 billion. That’s $14 
billion short of the minimum number 
in the new phase one agreement.

Meanwhile, during the prolonged 
U.S.-China trade dispute, China has 
directed its purchases elsewhere. “That 
means that in order to sell more U.S. 
products, the U.S. is going to have 
to win market share away from other 
competitors,” Nigh said.

“Illinois Farm Bureau remains 
interested in the dollar amount of 
agricultural purchases to be made in 

the coming years by China and the 
means by which those commitments 
will be upheld,” said Guebert. “We 
look forward to continued phases of a 
full-fledged free trade agreement.”

The U.S.-China phase one agreement 
will take effect in 30 days. Meanwhile, 
the U.S. will not be imposing additional 
tariffs but will keep the remaining 
tariffs in place until the phase two deal 
is signed. Phase two negotiations will 
begin after the 30-day period.

“We are appreciative of Presi-
dent Trump and his administration’s 
persistent efforts over the past 24 
months to negotiate a deal that benefits 
U.S. agriculture and the economy,” said 
Guebert.

U.S., China sign “historic” phase one agreement

BY KAY SHIPMAN

FarmWeek

The Kaskaskia River 
breached the Vandalia Levee 
Jan. 11 in at least seven 
locations visible from U.S. 51 
and caused significant damage 
to roads and farmland, Illinois 
Farm Bureau Director Ken 
Cripe, a commissioner with 
the Vandalia Levee and Drain-
age District, told FarmWeek.

Meanwhile, central and 
southern Illinois rivers 
experienced widespread 

minor to moderate flooding 
caused by rains the second 
week of January and through 
the weekend, according to 
Darrin Hansing, National 
Weather Service hydrologist 
based in Lincoln. Hansing 
noted the flood gauge on the 
Little Wabash River at Carmi 
in White County predicted 
major flooding late last week. 
“It’s a fast responding river,” 
Hansing said.

Kevin Deitsch, warning 
coordination meteorologist 
with the National Weather 
Service based in St. Louis, 
Missouri, said Illinois rivers 
within his jurisdiction 
recorded modest levels and 
continued to fall.

Thursday night, Fayette 
County farmers and local 
officials expressed frustration 
about the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers opening Lake 
Shelbyville flood gates and 
allowing a release ahead of a 
predicted heavy rainstorm. 
Because as much as 6 inches 
of rain was predicted, Vanda-
lia Levee commissioners had 
asked the Corps to close the 
gates that release water into 
the Kaskaskia River, Cripe 
said. 

However, the Corps’ action 
sent more water down river 
and added to 5.5-6 inches of 
rain Jan. 10-11. The Corps 
predicted the river would crest 
at 28 feet, but a river level of 
26.5 feet overtops the levee, 
Cripe said.

State Reps. Blaine Wilhour, 
R-Beecher City, and Brad 
Halbrook, R-Shelbyville, along 
with Matt Rice with U.S. Rep. 
John Shimkus, R-Collinsville, 
attended the meeting. 

Local residents questioned 
the Corps’ actions and sought 
answers to who determines 
when and how much water to 
release from the lake. 

Cripe said the Corps is 
responsible for 13 to 14 miles 

of the river levee, while the 
levee and drainage district is 
responsible for the other 17 
miles.

In other action, three state 
agencies are offering free 
flood preparation meetings on 
consecutive Wednesdays.

The Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency, Illinois 
Department of Natural 
Resources and Illinois Depart-
ment of Insurance are coordi-

nating the meetings from 4 to 
6:30 p.m.

Dates and locations include 
Jan. 22 National Great Rivers 
Museum, Alton; and Jan. 29, 
Black Hawk College’s Sustain-
able Tech Building, Moline.

State officials note that most 
flood insurance policies take 
30 days to go into effect and 
encourage Illinois residents 
to consider flood insurance 
before the next flood occurs.

Kaskaskia River breaches levee; rivers see minor to moderate flooding
State agencies set 
flood meetings

A flooding Kaskaskia River breaches the Vandalia Levee, middle left, in this image looking west toward 
Vandalia. The river flows between the trees and the city. The location is at the intersection of U.S. 51 and Il-
linois 140. (Photo by Tim L. Ferg)


