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The return of more season-
able temperatures forecast this 
week should boost crop devel-
opment and help farmers finish 
planting in areas that aren’t too 
wet.

The statewide temperature 
averaged just 55.4 degrees 
the first full week of May, 3.7 
degrees below normal, and was 
followed by multiple nights of 
overnight lows in the 30s (with 
patchy frost) last week.

“You get this stuff every 
year,” Greg Thoren, Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau Board 
member from the Stockton 
area, said of the recent tempera-
ture fluctuations. “I don’t think 
there’s any major effect (on the 

crops) at this point.”
It certainly hasn’t slowed 

planting progress, although 
widespread rains in recent 
weeks caused delays.

Illinois farmers planted 74% 
of corn (13 points head of 
average) and 57% of soybeans 
(32 points ahead of average) as 
of May 10. More than a third of 
the corn crop (35%) emerged as 
of that date, 7 points ahead of 
the average pace.

“We were lucky early, it 
was drier,” said Thoren, who 
estimates planting was 90% 
complete in his area as of 
Thursday. “The rains we’ve 
been getting have generally 
been between a half-inch and 
1.5 inches, so it’s actually been 
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Passing on your family 
farm takes careful planning 

Call 866-COUNTRY to get started today. 

0421-024MP

Warmer temperatures finally return

Corn rows line a Will County field, unhampered by puddles. As of May 9, 35% of Illinois corn had 
emerged compared to the five-year average of 28%, according to the National Agricultural Statistics Ser-
vice Illinois field office. (Photo by Catrina Rawson)
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The U.S. livestock industry 
continues to meet growing 
demand for its products around 
the world while reducing its 
carbon footprint.

This despite an onslaught of 
claims to the contrary, including 
a recent academic study from 
North Carolina that attempts 
to link ag emissions with health 
issues and fatalities around the 
country.

“Science 
does tell a 
different 
story than 
what this 
academic 
study 
claims,” 
Jennifer 
Tirey, execu-
tive director 
of the Illinois 
Pork Producers Association 
(IPPA), told the RFD Radio 
Network.

What has the livestock indus-
try done to become greener at 
a time it also faces increased 
demand? Tirey described 
monumental progress in the 
hog industry the past 50 years.

“We’ve doubled production 
from 12 billion to 24 billion 
pounds, yet we’ve been able to 
reduce our land use by 76%, 
water usage by 25% and our 
overall carbon footprint by 
more than 7%,” she said.

Greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions from the U.S. pork 

industry currently account 
for about 0.4% of all GHG 
emissions nationwide, compared 
to 29% from the transportation 
sector and about 25% from 
electricity usage, Tirey noted.

“I think there are a lot of 
stories not being explained 
clearly. It’s almost like they’re 
trying to put fear into consum-
ers,” the IPPA leader noted of 
anti-livestock claims, such as 
the North Carolina-based ag 
emissions study. “That study 
also encourages consumers to 
choose a plant-based diet. So, 
you wonder about the motiva-
tion of the study to begin with.”

It’s a similar story in the cattle 
industry where, despite major 
environmental strides, farmers 
remain the target of negative 
campaigns.

Yet, better breeding, genet-
ics and nutrition increased 
efficiency as it takes 93 million 
head of cattle to meet higher 
demand now than it did in the 
1970s, when it required 140 
million head of cattle. The beef 
industry currently accounts 
for about 2% of all GHG 
emissions, according to the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency.

In fact, when managed 
correctly, cows help restore 
healthy soils, conserve sensitive 
species, enhance ecological 
functions and can help mitigate 
climate change, according to 
the University of California – 
Davis. 

Greener livestock 
industry key part
of  climate solutions

Jennifer Tirey
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The General Assembly’s 
workload remains heavy with 
the biggest lifts lingering 
before May 31, said Kevin 
Semlow, Illinois Farm Bureau 
director of state legislation.

One potential fiscal stopgap 
— about $7.5 billion from 
the latest federal coronavirus 

relief package has restric-
tions on how it can be spent, 
according to Semlow. The 
state had hoped to use those 
dollars to repay short-term 
debt stemming from the 
pandemic, he explained. 
However, it appears the 
federal government won’t 
allow that and leaves funding 
to repay the loan up in the air.

On a surprising note, the 
governor’s Office of Manage-
ment and Budget (OMB) 
Thursday raised its estimate 
of General Funds revenue by 
$1.469 billion for fiscal year 
2021 and by $842 million 
for fiscal year 2022. OMB 
pointed to increased revenue 
from individual and corporate 
income taxes and sales taxes, 

most likely from the one-time 
changes of tax deadlines 
during the pandemic.

“While the increase in 
revenues is good news, and a 
sign our economy is coming 
out of the pandemic, much 
of these funds are one-time 
in nature and should not be 

Budget, redistricting, many bills loom in Statehouse
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