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Agriculture study remains 
fruitful as students return 
in person to the four state 
universities with agricultural 
programs. With COVID 
mitigation guidelines in 
place, classroom space is at 
a premium on a couple of 
campuses.

This fall, agriculture 
programs continue within the 
same structures at Illinois State 
University (ISU), the Univer-
sity of Illinois and Western 
Illinois University (WIU). In 
Carbondale, agriculture is part 
of a restructured College of 
Agricultural, Life and Physical 
Sciences (CALPS) at Southern 
Illinois University (SIU).

Agriculture student enroll-
ment held steady on Western 
Illinois University’s (WIU) 
Macomb campus, said Andy 
Baker, the School of Agricul-
ture director. Baker noted the 
freshman student enrollment 
grew to 74, but the school saw 
a decline in students transfer-
ring from community colleges 
or other institutions.

Campuswide, WIU 
maintained a stable enroll-
ment of new students, includ-
ing freshmen, transfer and 
graduate students, of 2,346. 
The total enrollment of 7,455 
is nearly level with fall 2020 
numbers.

“Our enrollment is stable, 
the kids are back in and I’m in. 
We’re having labs the way we 
want to have labs,” Baker said. 
“If the students have a chance 
to come in person, daily (class) 
attendance is up.”

In Normal, ISU saw a 
slight decline in agriculture 
undergraduate students and 
an increase in ag gradu-
ate students, said Fanson 
Kidwaro, agriculture depart-
ment chair.

In fact, ISU received a 
record number of applicants 
for agriculture graduate 
degrees. “We had 57 applicants 
(to grad school). We usually 
get 10 to 15,” Kidwaro said. 
Seventeen were admitted to 
the grad program.

At ISU, the three animal-re-
lated programs in pre-vet-
erinary, animal science and 
animal industry continue to 
be strong, Kidwaro said, and 
agriculture business enroll-
ment remains steady.

Campuswide, ISU experi-
enced a 2% decrease in fall 
enrollment compared to 2020. 
The decline was attributed to 
several factors, including travel 
difficulties for international 
students and COVID-related 
impacts.

At the U of I, the College 
of Agricultural, Consumer 
and Environmental Sciences 
(ACES) saw increased enroll-
ment in several student catego-

ries. A total of 2,820, under-
graduates enrolled compared 
to 2,778 last fall. ACES regis-
tered more freshmen, 510, 
up from 478; more transfer 
students, 170, up from 162; and 
more graduate students, 757, 
up from 743.

A record number of 
freshmen, 8,303, are on the 
Urbana-Champaign campus, 
bringing total student enroll-
ment to 56,299, the most in 
university history.

“Faculty and staff in 
ACES just keep saying how 
wonderful it is to have our 
students back. The whole 
place feels different than the 
last 18 months in all the best 
ways,” said Anna Ball, ACES 
associate dean of academic 
programs. “We’ve partnered 
closely with campus to keep 
students as safe as possible so 
they can focus on learning, 
growing, and enjoying their 
college experience.”

In Carbondale, SIU agricul-
ture programs saw a slight 
decrease overall with an under-
graduate enrollment of 466 
but an increase in graduate 
students with 87 enrolled. The 
ag program total enrollment is 
553 students.

“We have some encourag-
ing numbers this fall. Animal 
sciences and forestry numbers 
are particularly strong within 
our agricultural fields,” said 
Eric Brevik, CALPS dean. “It 

is wonderful to be able to meet 
with prospective students in 
person again. Events like the 
Farm Progress Show really 
allow us to reach out and 
recruit.”

Overall, fall CALPS enroll-
ment was not available at press-
time. However, SIU Carbon-
dale registered a 4.5% increase 
in freshmen, the largest in the 
past five years. Overall, the 
campus enrollment of 11,266 is 
considered relatively flat with a 
0.9% decline.

Each of the universities is 
addressing COVID mitigation 
guidelines on their respective 
campuses.

In Macomb and Normal, 
finding classrooms to accom-
modate students has been an 
added challenge given WIU 
and ISU requirements to space 
students apart, according to 
Baker and Kidwaro.

“It was a big chess match,” 
Baker said of professors 
seeking rooms across campus. 
One of the ag department’s 
classrooms that can seat 42 
students is “heavily scheduled” 
by other programs, and an ag 
computer lab was converted 
into a classroom.

Kidwaro explained ISU ag 
professors and students are 
meeting in buildings not tradi-
tionally used by ag students. 
ISU’s system to track avail-
able classrooms that are large 
enough has helped, he said.
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Following a federal court 
ruling in Arizona vacating 
the Navigable Waters Protec-
tion Rule (NWPR), the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency and Army Corps of 
Engineers will review permits 
and projects nationwide under 
the pre-2015 rules.

U.S. District Judge 
Rosemary Márquez wrote that 
Trump officials committed 
serious errors while writing 
the NWPR, and leaving it in 
place could lead to “serious 
environmental harm.”

“In light of this order, the 
agencies have halted imple-
mentation of the Navigable 
Waters Protection Rule and 
are interpreting ‘waters of the 
United States’ consistent with 
the pre-2015 regulatory regime 
until further notice,” the two 
agencies said in a statement.

The agencies continue to 
review the order and are 
considering next steps while 
working to move forward with 
the rulemakings announced 
on June 9.

“The agencies remain 
committed to crafting a 
durable definition of ‘waters 
of the United States’ that is 
informed by diverse perspec-
tives and based on an inclusive 
foundation,” according to the 
statement.

Other parties to the Arizona 
litigation may appeal or 
challenge the government’s 
interpretation of the ruling.

EPA and the Army Corps 
recently held hearings and 
sought public comment on a 
new definition of waters of the 
U.S., which determines how 
many and what kind of water 
features can be regulated, but 
the NWPR remained in effect.

American Farm Bureau 
Federation President Zippy 
Duvall said in a statement his 
organization was “extremely 
disappointed” in the court’s 
decision.

“Farmers finally had 
environmentally responsible 
regulations that brought clarity 
to clean water efforts,” he said. 
“This ruling casts uncertainty 
over farmers and ranchers 
across the country and threat-
ens the progress they’ve made 
to responsibly manage water 
and natural resources.”

Duvall noted three courts 
previously refused to disman-
tle the NWPR, which scaled 
back federal protections 
for streams, marshes and 
wetlands.

NWPR 
no longer 
in effect

College ag enrollments holding ground in Illinois

Straw bales are stacked up in a field next to some lush soybeans in 
Champaign County. (Photo by Catrina Rawson)A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE


