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SMALL WIND TURBINE

Sales - Service - Installation

Ameren/ ComEd/ Jo-Carrol Utilities
26% Federal Tax Credit

For Farm or Home

CALL (309) 716-7799 TODAY
to eliminate or lower your electric bill Turn to page 5 for more information.

A weathered barn seems to stand watch 
over a harvested field in Iroquois County. 
(Photo by Catrina Rawson)

STANDING TALL

BY TIMOTHY EGGERT  

AND KAY SHIPMAN

FarmWeek

Policies involving solar and wind 
energy, disaster assistance, conservation 
programs and agriculture education 
are among the proposals Illinois Farm 

Bureau delegates will 
weigh this year during 
Annual Meeting.

That package of 
local, state and national 
issues — and where 
IFB stands on them 
— was assembled 
Wednesday during a 
daylong meeting of 

the IFB Resolutions 
Committee in Bloomington.

“The resolutions process — you 
always see what’s on peoples’ minds,” 
Brian Duncan, IFB vice president told 
FarmWeek, adding the committee “really 
vetted things thoroughly.”

“I think they reviewed both the conse-
quences and unintended consequences of 
submittals. I think they looked at current 
law, what the capabilities of what current 
law provides in some of these areas,” 
Duncan said. “Will the delegates raise 

Policy plate 
set for IFB 
delegates

Brian Duncan

INSIDE:

The Agriculture in the Classroom Teacher 

of the Year will be honored at Annual 

Meeting. Find out who it is.  PG. 9

BY KAY SHIPMAN

FarmWeek

For two decades, Amy Hess always 
had an evacuation bag packed with 
essentials.

“I was always ready to leave,” the 
former Army Reserve major told 
FarmWeek.

It wasn’t until she was standing in the 
middle of her Mercer 
County pasture – 
seven years post-re-
tirement – that she 
realized she no longer 
had to go anywhere.

“I retired at 40 after 
22.5 years of service. 
I had no idea how 
tired I was until I left 
the service. This gives 

me rest and also a purpose,” she said 
looking over the rolling fields. “If you 
had told me in 2012 where I was going 
to be, I wouldn’t have dreamed it. I 
needed time to find what gives me joy.”

Today, Hess finds joy in a small, diver-
sified farm with heirloom breeds of pigs, 
chickens, ducks and turkeys; a few acres 
of hay and pasture; large garden; and 
big future plans. “I’m working toward 
self-sufficiency. It’s a lifestyle for myself 
and my family,” she said.

As America celebrates its first Veter-
ans Day since the end of the nation’s 
longest war in Afghanistan, FarmWeek 
spoke to Hess about her service, her new 
ag venture and Veterans Day.

In only a couple of years, Hess trans-
formed a mostly undeveloped farmyard 

Farming provides 
veteran with 
roots, sanctuary

BY TAMMIE SLOUP

FarmWeek

House Agriculture 
Committee Chairman David 
Scott said the nation’s severe 
truck driver shortage calls 
for a “Paul Revere moment.”

“We’ve got to sound the 
alarm on this weakness,” said 
Scott, D-Georgia, during 
a Wednesday committee 

hearing about immediate 
challenges with the country’s 
food supply chain.

The process of trans-
porting food and grains via 
truck, ship and rail continues 
to crumble with bottle-
necks at the nation’s ports, 
truck driver shortages and 
deteriorating infrastructure 
contributing to what’s been 
described as a crisis by those 

in the 
agriculture 
industry.

“We 
must act 
on both 
short-
term and 
long-term 

solutions 
and utilize a multi-pronged 
approach to mitigate these 

disruptions,” said Rod Wells, 
chief supply chain officer of 
GROWMARK and chair-
man of the Agricultural 
Retailers Association (ARA). 
“The importance of improv-
ing our infrastructure, crop 
input production, energy 
availability, access to labor 
and regulations that work for 

House Ag tackles breakdown in food supply chain

Rod Wells

VETERANS DAY, NOV. 11

Amy Hess

See Delegates, page 13

See Veteran, page 2

See Supply, page 2


