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Your farm insurance should 
grow with your farm

Reach out to your local rep to get farm 
insurance that works for you. 

0421-049MP

BY DANIEL GRANT

FarmWeek

The outpouring of support during a 
community harvest in rural Oakford 
says all you need to know about the late 
Brian Satorius, 47, of Petersburg.

Family, friends, 
neighbors and fellow 
Illinois Farm Bureau 
members rallied 
around the Satorius 
family by harvesting 
about 200 acres of his 
corn and 300 acres of 
soybeans in a matter 
of hours in bottom 
ground along the 

Sangamon River.
Satorius, who served as Menard 

County Farm Bureau president since 
2016 and was a graduate of the Illinois 
Ag Leadership Program, tragically died 
Aug. 20 in a grain bin accident. But, the 
crops he planted last spring still made 
it to the elevator as locals brought nine 
combines, numerous tractors and grain 
carts and about 20 semi trucks to do 
the honor of completing Satorius’ 2021 
harvest.

“This is really awesome, everybody 
coming out and helping,” Brianne 
Satorius, Brian’s widow, said while 
viewing the community harvest from 
a hilltop. “We always knew we had 
wonderful people in our lives and an 
awesome community and friend group, 
but to actually have a visual of the 
action of all the machinery and every-
one taking time to help with this is 
really special. It means a lot.”

Steve Holliday, who took over as 
Menard County Farm Bureau president 
after the accident, discussed Brian’s 
impact on the community during an 
emotional interview at the community 
harvest. Holliday prefers the title of 
“acting president” out of respect for his 

good friend and fallen farmer.
“Brian had a huge impact on the 

entire community in many ways. He 
carried a huge load very quietly. He was 
involved in church, FFA alumni, Illinois 
Farm Bureau and Ag Leadership among 
other things,” Holliday said. “He has 
shoes that I can’t fill, but I can follow in 
his footsteps.”

Zach Smith, owner of River Bottom 
Trucking in Petersburg and a good 
friend of the Satorius family, donated 
his truck fleet and time to haul the 
crops. Smith’s kids go to school with 
Brian and Brianne’s children, Ethan 
and Ava.

Brian’s crop: Neighbors harvest for fallen farmer

Nine combines, numerous tractors and grain carts and 20 semi trucks helped harvest the 2021 crop of the late Brian Satorius. (Photos 
by Catrina Rawson) Visit FarmWeekNow.com/video to watch the harvest in action.
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Commodity prices obviously play a 
key role determining farm income every 
year.

But market direction could be even 
more critical to farmers’ bottom lines 
in 2022, based on recent University of 
Illinois estimates.

Farmers currently face skyrocketing 
input costs, many already cut family 

living expenses and it appears govern-

ment payments will diminish in the 

year ahead, leaving commodity output 

and prices as keys to whether 2022 is a 

make-or-break year on many farms.

“We’re projecting a good year (for 

farm income) in 2021, but maybe a little 

lower than 2020,” Gary Schnitkey, U 

of I professor of farm management and 

Soybean Industry Chair in Ag Strategy, 

said during a U of I farmdoc webinar. 

“We’re still saying (crop) prices will be 
above average in 2022, but probably 
coming back down,” he continued. 
“Where prices go are now largely 
dictated by exports and the supply situa-
tion.”

U of I crop budget estimates currently 
use average prices of $4.50 per bushel 
for corn and $12 for soybean for 2022. 
That’s well below the 2021 averages of 

Farm income outlook dependent on market direction

See Income, page 2

See Brian’s Crop, page 2


