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Enroll today and receive a $200 credit 
off your Ameren or ComEd utility bill CALL (309) 716-7799 TODAY

BY DANIEL GRANT

FarmWeek

Farmers are a key resource 
to help sequester carbon and 
lower emissions.

But many still have more 
questions than answers as they 
wade through emerging, volun-
tary markets that seek to incen-
tivize farmers to do everything 
from changing practices to 
storing carbon on their farms.

The Wabash Valley Steward-
ship Alliance, in response, 
hosted two carbon market 
conference meetings Aug. 24 
in Lawrenceville and McLeans-

boro to dig into the topic. The 
Alliance includes the Farm 
Bureaus in Crawford, Edwards, 
Gallatin, Lawrence, Hamilton, 
Richland, Wabash, Wayne and 
White counties.

“We’ve got a team of staff 
working on all facets of 
sustainability,” Shelby Swain 
Myers, American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) economist, 
said at the meeting held on 
the Roger Knight farm near 
McLeansboro. “We’re trying 
really hard to be a trusted 
resource.

“When we talk about the 

carbon market, and what it will 
look like on our farm, how is it 
going to be implemented?” she 
asked.

And that’s a key question that 
remains unclear.

What seems clear at this 
point is companies are eyeing 
incentives of around $50 per 
ton to capture the carbon 
dioxide they emit and perma-
nently sequester it in pore space 
thousands of feet below the 
surface by 2026. Several carbon 
capture and geological storage 

Farm Bureau helping farmers with emerging carbon market

Soybean pods soak up the sun on a Livingston County farm. How does the 
weather look for September and October? Jim Rasor, chief meteorologist at 
WSIL-TV in Carterville, provided a weather outlook for the rest of the growing 
season. Check out the story on page 3. (Photo by Catrina Rawson)
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Farmers interested in 
enrolling in a voluntary, 
incentive-based carbon 
sequestration contract in 
the future should do their 
homework and consult a 
lawyer before signing on the 
dotted line.

Those are among the tips 
provided by Laura Harmon, 
Illinois Farm Bureau associ-
ate counsel, during a pair of 
carbon market conferences 
hosted in southern Illinois by 
the Wabash Valley Steward-
ship Alliance.

The market for carbon 
sequestration in the soil 
remains in its infancy and the 
contract terms are constantly 
changing.

“At this point in time, 
everything is in play,” 
Harmon said during one of 
the meetings at the Roger 
Knight farm near McLeans-
boro. “If you’re reviewing an 
agreement and don’t like it or 
any of its provisions, let the 
company know. It’s all up for 
negotiation.”

Types of carbon seques-
tration contracts include the 
following:

• Soil carbon seques-
tration - A farmer sequesters 
CO2 via a method (eg. cover 
crops, no-till) dictated by an 
aggregator (a company such 
as Bayer, Indigo or Cargill) 
who owns the carbon credit 
and pays the farmer or 
landowner a pre-determined 
rate.

• Geological carbon 
sequestration – A surface 
owner grants an easement 
and receives payment for 
CO2 injected into the pore 
space.

How long are the soil 
carbon 
seques-
tration 
contracts?

“It 
changes,” 
Harmon 
said. 
“Earlier 
this year 

it was 10 
years, but we’ve seen some 
drop to five years.”

IFB has a carbon team to 
help farmers and landowners 
decipher various contracts. 
Harmon urged anyone inter-
ested in a carbon contract to 
have a lawyer review it and 
also contact their local Farm 
Bureau office for assistance 
before signing it.

“Don’t just look at the 
contract itself,” she said. “A 
lot of times there’s an (online) 
link with additional terms 
which are also part of the 
contract.”

Harmon also advises 
farmers to make sure that, if 
a contract is terminated, the 
farmer retains ownership of 
carbon credits; make sure 
that the company can’t termi-
nate the contract at any time 
without cause, since you incur 
the expenses upfront, but are 
paid over a five-year period.

What to consider before signing

Laura Harmon

U.S. Rep. Cheri Bustos 
reintroduced bipartisan legis-
lation Thursday intended 
to reduce carbon emissions, 
improve air quality and 
increase demand for biofuels 
into the future.

The House bill, called the 
Next Generation Fuels Act, 
would establish a minimum 

octane standard for gasoline 
and require sources of the 
added octane value to reduce 
carbon emissions by at least 
40% compared to baseline 
gasoline. The proposal also 
limits the use of aromatics in 
meeting this new higher-oc-
tane standard, as well as in 
current-market gasoline.

“One of the biggest 
concerns I hear is that with 
electrical vehicles, improved 
mileage and liberal policy 
preference, ethanol’s days 
could be numbered or that 
there’s a ceiling for it and 
that it would be felt across 
the Corn Belt,” said Illinois 
Farm Bureau President 

Richard Guebert Jr., who 
thanked Bustos for her 
leadership.

Among the co-sponsors: 
Illinois’ U.S. Rep. Darin 
LaHood, R-Dunlap; James 
Comer, R-Ky.; Emanuel 
Cleaver, D-Mo; Jason Smith, 

Bustos introduces legislation to boost biofuels

See Biofuels, page 2

See Carbon, page 2

See Consider, page 2


