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Will County Farm Bureau mem-

ber Dave Kestel hosts a wedding 

amid harvest.
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Henry Bartimus won this year’s 

Illinois giant pumpkin contest 

with a 1,673-pound entry.
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Law enforcement officials sug-

gest measures to protect farms 

after a string of burglaries.
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BY KAY SHIPMAN

FarmWeek

Support for the importance of agricul-
ture education and agriculture teaching 
as a career. Those are the values four 
new agriculture teachers attached to 
Illinois Agricultural Education Teacher 
Grants.

Recently, the four teachers, all starting 
their second year in the classroom, were 
surprised they were selected to receive 
a teacher grant from the Illinois Farm 
Bureau, through its charitable arm, the 
IAA Foundation. This marks the fourth 
year grants were awarded.

The recipients were: Aaron Slack, 
Paxton Buckley Loda High School, 
Paxton; Katlyn Post, Central Burling-
ton High School, Burlington; Harley 
Carlson, Central Community High 
School, Breese; and Jerry Brockett, 
Meridian High School, Macon. Each 

was selected based on classroom efforts, 
as well as strong short- and long-term 
personal and program goals.   

Brockett not only is starting his second 
year of teaching, but also his high 
school’s second year of offering students 
classes in agriculture. Last year as a first-
year teacher launching a new program, 
Brockett offered three sections of intro-
duction to agriculture along with basic 
animal and plant science classes and 
an agriculture business class that also 
fulfilled a consumer education require-
ment.

With continued student interest this 
fall, Brockett again is teaching three ag 
introduction sections along with two 
animal and plant science classes. The 
new teacher also added a horticulture 
class and expanded the agribusiness class 
into a yearlong course. His goals include 
expanding courses, offering middle 

school classes and developing an FFA 
plot to generate income for student trips 
and scholarships.   

The Agriculture Teacher Education 
Grant “means that people understand 
our (teaching) career, the hours that go 
into it and what we’re doing is beneficial 
to kids and the future,” Brockett told 
FarmWeek. He thanked those who 
donate to the IAA Foundation and 
continue to support agriculture educa-
tion.  

Slack returned to teach at his alma 
mater and to expand the agriculture 
education department to three teach-
ers after the ag program “absorbed” 
the school’s industrial arts program, he 
explained. Today students are offered 
similar industrial tech classes “with an ag 
twist.”

See Grants, page 2

New ag teachers say grants value careers in ag ed

BY KAY SHIPMAN

FarmWeek

Illinois agriculture knows 
farmer-funded Nutrient 
Research and Education Council 
(NREC) assesses nutrient 
practices in farm fields. Now, the 
U.S. public does, too.

A national Hypoxia Task Force 
heard about Illinois agricul-
ture’s commitment to funding 
scientific evaluation of nutrient 
practices’ environmental and 
economic effectiveness during 
an Oct. 1 virtual meeting.

The “nation has heard of 
NREC,” said Trevor Sample, 
Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Nutrient Loss 
Reduction Strategy coordina-
tor. Sample and Kristi Jones, 
Illinois Department of Agricul-
ture deputy director, represent 
Illinois on the Mississippi 
River/ Gulf of Mexico Hypoxia 
Task Force.

Hypoxia is a depletion of 
oxygen in water that can affect 
aquatic life. The size of the gulf 
hypoxia zone changes depending 
on rain received in the Missis-
sippi River Basin, gulf water 
temperatures and hurricanes that 
mix the water and reduce the 
zone.

Sample and Julie Hewitt, 
NREC executive director, noted 
Illinois’ NREC differs from the 
other 11 states’ efforts as the only 
farmer-funded research program 
focused specifically on nutrient 
management. Hewitt told the 

national gathering that Illinois 
Farm Bureau helps connect 
researchers with farmers so they 
can assess practices “not just in 
a lab or a university plot but on 
actual farmers’ fields.”

As a member of the task 
force’s ag research working 
group, Sample pointed out 
NREC’s work could tie in with 
ongoing efforts in other states.

Illinois farmers pay 75 cents 
per ton on bulk fertilizer bought 
in the state. Since 2013, Illinois 
NREC has invested more than 
$26 million in nutrient research 
and education, according to 
Hewitt.

Another attendee, Austin 
Omer, Illinois Farm Bureau 
associate director of natural 
resource policy, appreciated 
Illinois’ opportunity to share 
NREC and farm-level nutrient 
work with federal agencies and 
other states. “On the farm level, 
we see the good things,” Omer 
said. “This is a long-term effort 
and we’re committed.”

Federal task force partners 
include USDA, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency and U.S. Geological 
Survey. EPA staff discussed 
opportunities for the states to 
use traditional EPA funding, 
such as the Clean Water Act 
Section 319 grants, to support 
market-based programs to 
reduce excess surface water 
nutrients.

One working group that 

focuses on water quality 
monitoring is compiling an 
inventory of existing water 
quality gauges, potential gaps in 
the system and the anticipated 
cost to establish new sites for 
a Mississippi River Basinwide 
monitoring system, said Sample, 
who serves on that working 
group.

State representatives also 
reported on their individ-
ual state nutrient plans and 
what strategies are working. 

Sample emphasized Illinois 
will continue to work on water 
quality issues within the state 
and implement its Nutrient Loss 
Reduction Strategy.

Scientists with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 
reported the 2020 gulf hypoxic 
zone measured about 2,116 
square miles – the third smallest 
in 34 years. Hurricane Hanna 
had passed through the central 
and western Gulf days prior 

to the scientific zone measure-
ment.

Another hurricane was 
expected to influence the Gulf 
of Mexico. On Wednesday, 
Hurricane Delta had hit Mexico’s 
Yucatán Peninsula and headed 
toward the gulf. Forecasters 
warned the storm was expected 
to strengthen over the gulf’s 
warm waters and could be a 
Category 3 storm and major 
hurricane when it makes landfall 
in Louisiana.

Nation hears of  Illinois NREC at national hypoxia meeting

Soybean harvest rolls along in Woodford County on a nearly ideal October afternoon. Harvest progress 
reached the quarter mark in Illinois as of Oct. 5, according to the National Agricultural Statistics Service 
Illinois field office. Check out more harvest coverage on pages 4 and 12. (Photo by Catrina Rawson)
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