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Enroll today and receive a $200 credit 
off your Ameren or ComEd utility bill CALL (309) 716-7799 TODAY

Thousands of people trekked to Decatur for 
the 68th annual Farm Progress Show. The 
three-day event featured new equipment, 
vendor displays, demonstrations, speakers 
and more. (Photos by Catrina Rawson)

Check inside for complete coverage:

• Farmer mental health services expanding 
to all Illinois counties. Page 2

• Grain cart updates among new 
technology. Page 3

• The 2022 seed outlook remains 
favorable, plus AFBF’s president visits 
the show. Page 4

• AT&T contributes to IFB’s Young Leader 
Harvest for All effort. Page 7

THE SHOW GOES ON

BY KAY SHIPMAN

FarmWeek

Illinois Farm Bureau disputes 
granting eminent domain powers for 
the Grain Belt Express transmission 
line contained in controversial energy 
legislation passed by Illinois Senators.

“IFB has long opposed any 
provision that would grant eminent 
domain powers to Grain Belt Express 
transmission line to take private 
property,” said Bill Bodine, Illinois 
Farm Bureau director of regulatory 
and business affairs.

On a 39-16 vote with two voting 
present, the Senate late Wednesday 
sent SB 18 to the House of Repre-
sentatives that had adjourned earlier. 
Because the House hasn’t consid-
ered SB 18, the bill will have to go 
through the legislative process just as 
other bills do.

The bill includes very complex and 
technical language and two provi-
sions of special interest to IFB. One 
is the granting of eminent domain 
powers, and the second would keep 
the Prairie State coal-powered electric 
generation facility operating in south-
ern Illinois until 2045. Many changes 
to the proposal are anticipated in the 
House, according to Bodine.

IFB opposes 

controversial 

energy bill

BY TAMMIE SLOUP

FarmWeek

Attention surrounding solar 
power and electric vehicles shouldn’t 
overshadow the proven renewable 
energy of biofuels.

That was one message from legislators 
and industry representatives taking part 
in a Congressional Biofuels Summit 
at Farm Progress Show in Decatur 
Wednesday. The event was hosted by 
U.S. Rep. Rodney Davis, R-Taylorville, 

who was joined by Congressional Biofu-

els Caucus colleagues.

“We’re here today to hear from each 

of you to make sure that biofuels are 

part of our economy,” said Davis, who 

was joined on stage by Republican U.S. 

Reps. Mike Bost, Murphysboro; Darin 
LaHood, Dunlap; Randy Feenstra, 
Iowa; Mariannette Miller-Meeks, Iowa 
and Jim Baird, Indiana.

Attendees also heard from John 
Caupert, executive director of the 
National Corn to Ethanol Research 
Center; Kent Engelbrecht, biodiesel 
trade manager for Archer-Daniels-Mid-
land Co.; American Farm Bureau 

Congressional summit focuses on future of  biofuels

INSIDE:

A new biofuels market opportunity 

could be coming. PAGE 8

MORE:

General Assembly approves 

redrawn district maps. PAGE 8

See Biofuels, page 2

See Energy, page 8


