
The Marion County Farm Bureau (CFB) again 
helped celebrate agriculture and the exhibitors 
that work hard to get their animals ready to 
compete during the 2026 Marion County Fair.

The Farm Bureau reused the large photo 
backdrop for the auction and contests, and 
every livestock exhibitor (approximately 100) 
also received a free agriculture-themed t-shirt 
from the Marion County Farm Bureau when they 
registered for their respective shows.

The Farm Bureau also sponsored approximately 
40 Grand Champion and Showmanship prize 
banners for every species shown at this year’s 
4-H livestock shows.

Young Leader Committee members also pulled 
up in the Prairie Farms ice cream truck and 

provided free scoops of ice cream for all the 
livestock exhibitors, buyers, and spectators at 
the annual livestock auction on Wednesday night 
of the fair.

The Marion 
County Farm 
Bureau 
congratulates 
all this year’s 
exhibitors and 
winners, and we 
look forward to 
seeing you all 
back again next 
year!

The Marion County Fairgrounds in Salem saw another great turnout from the community on 
Monday, August 3rd for “Kid’s Day at the Fair.”  The Marion County Farm Bureau’s (CFB) Ag in the 
Classroom (AITC) program, in conjunction with U of I Extension and the Marion County Fair Board, 
helped organize the day’s activities that welcomed over 850 kids and more than 1,300 total visitors 
including parents and kids.

Kids were able to visit many different stations 
including AITC’s Spin-to-Win prize wheel, steer 
roping, collecting eggs, free ice cream from the 
Young Leaders, merry-go-round rides, milk the 
goat and model dairy cows, free lunch, hands-on 
activities, and more! 

The day’s activities of course would not be possible 
without the help of all the volunteers. Members of 
the Marion County Fair Board, U of I Extension, 4-H 
members and exhibitors, FFA students, Jr. Miss 
Contestants, and more!

Additional pictures from the day’s event can be 
found on the Marion CFB Facebook page.

The Marion County Farm Bureau (CFB) Young Leaders were 
proud to partner with the Marion County Youth Livestock Auction 
Committee to help sponsor the 3rd annual “Showman Sendoff” 
award.  This award is designed to recognize those who are aging 
out of 4-H and participating in their final auction.

The Marion CFB Young Leaders were thrilled to continue to 
support the personalized plaques and $50 cash for each retiring 
4-H member.  Congratulations to Audrey Lueking, AJ Wilkins, 
Rayce Hiestand, Kage Hiestand, and Maddox Robb… we wish you 
the best in this next chapter!

To-date Marion CFB Young Leaders and the auction committee 
have awarded a total of $600 to twelve (12) 4-H members.

Marion CFB Vice-President Brad Hester presented the second 2026 “Community 
Impact Grant” check to Marion County Fairgrounds for their hog pen update project.  
Marion CFB awarded a total of $6,925 for 11 projects in 2026!

Kids Day” visitors were able to practice collecting eggs at 
one of the many farm-themed stations on August 3rd.

Marion CFB’s AITC Program had a “Spin to Win” prize 
wheel at their station for “Kids Day” at the fair.

Cowgirls in training at the roping station of “Kids Day” at the Marion 
County Fair.

4-H Members Hallie and Mattie Borcherding show off their 
Master Showmanship Champion Banners.

Young Leader Alumni Brad Hayes and Director of Engagement 
Makayla Karrick pass out scoops of free ice cream to all livestock 
exhibitors and attendees during the Livestock Auction on August 5th.

MARION COUNTY FAIR SPONSORSHIP

“KIDS DAY” AT THE FAIR!

YOUNG LEADERS SPONSOR 
“SHOWMAN SENDOFF” AWARD

4-H members Alayna and Savanna 
Smith received their agriculture-
themed shirts at the exhibitor meeting. 

Marion CFB’s Director of Engagement Makayla Karrick (L) and Livestock Auction 
Committee member Rhiannon Stroud (R) present awards to retiring 4-H members 
Audrey Lueking, AJ Wilkins, Rayce Hiestand, Kage Hiestand, and Maddox Robb.
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