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 n Oakton church 
celebrates Easter by 
releasing butterflies

By AngelA Woolsey

FAIRFAX COUNTY TIMES

Some people might argue that 
Easter, like many other holidays, 
has become too commercialized.

Retail corporations use the 
occasion to advertise sales and 
discounts, while grocery stores 
fill their shelves with brightly 
packaged chocolate bunnies and 
marshmallow Peeps®.

That isn’t the case, however, 
for the congregation at Oakton 
United Methodist Church (UMC).

While many churches are of 
course celebrating the same holi-
day, Oakton UMC has developed 
a tradition that distinguishes it 
from other churches. In addi-
tion to ringing bells and singing 
hymns, the church will release at 
least 60 butterflies during its Eas-
ter services.

“The butterflies symbolize the 
new life that we have with Jesus 
in our hearts,” Rev. Dawn-Marie 
Singleton, the church’s senior 

pastor, said.
Singleton brought the butter-

fly release to Oakton UMC when 
she joined the church four years 
ago. She says she’s been doing 
the same celebration at different 
churches since she became a pas-

tor about 20 years ago. Singleton 
previously worked at Keezle-
town UMC near Harrisonburg, 
Aldersgate UMC in Chesapeake, 
and Trinity UMC in Alexandria, 
where she grew up.

Oakton UMC ships cater-
pillars in from insect provider 
Insect Lore, which is based in 
Shafer, Calif., in early March. 
By the time Easter comes, the 
caterpillars have emerged from 
their cocoons, completing their 
metamorphosis process to be-
come butterflies.

Approximately 30 butterflies 
are released after each of Oakton 
UMC’s worship services, which 
occur at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

The congregation names one 
male and one female butterfly in 
each service. The children who at-
tend the church come up with the 
names and the congregation votes 
for the final choices as a whole.

Singleton says the insect offers 
an apt metaphor for Jesus’s resur-
rection, and the release captures 
the spirit of Easter, which roughly 
coincides each year with the begin-

ning of spring, a season associated 
with rebirth and renewal.

“Easter is the coming together 
of all the Christian faith for what 
we believe,” Oakton UMC organ-
ist Ben Paris added. “It’s almost 
more special than Christmas sim-
ply because of the fact that Christ 
rose, and that’s why we have our 
belief system.”

Paris will play music through-
out the morning, leading the 
congregation in singing Easter 
hymns, and the service will also 
feature the church’s choir.

After the butterfly release, the 
11:00 a.m. service will conclude 
with an Easter egg hunt for chil-
dren in fifth grade or younger.

The music, butterfly release 
and egg hunt are all designed to cre-
ate a festive, upbeat atmosphere to 
help congregation members renew 
or get in touch with their faith.

“I think Easter is very excit-
ing,” Singleton said. “It’s always 
one of those services that is filled 
with energy and enthusiasm and 
joy, and it’s a reminder that there 
is some hope in the world.”
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A close-up shot of a painted lady butterfly that will be released on Easter Sunday.

‘Tis the 
season to 
be reborn

Oakton United Methodist 
Church pastor Rev. Dawn-
Marie Singleton prepares to 
release butterflies as part 
of the church’s 2015 Easter 
service.

 n Sterling race and floor 
show aim to educate and 

raise awareness about drone 
technology

By AngelA Woolsey

FAIRFAX COUNTY TIMES

It all started in Las Vegas.
Michael Geraghty, CEO and co-founder of Vir-

ginia-based aerial photography company Rugged Sky 
Media, was in Sin City for the 2015 International 
Drone Conference and Expo (also known as Inter-
Drone) when he met Adam Negron.

Negron is a co-owner of the Drone Racers, 
which organizes and coordinates first person view 
(FPV) races, and he was running an underground 
race in Las Vegas.

The two men struck up a conversation that led to 
Negron inviting Geraghty to the underground race, 
and from there, the idea of bringing drone racing to 
the Washington, D.C., area was born.

“We got to see [a drone race] firsthand, and we 
fell in love with it,” Geraghty said. “We’d had some 
experience with them, we’d seen them built, and 
we’d seen them flown, but it wasn’t until we saw 
them racing that we really took an interest in it.”

Because of that meeting last September, Drone 
Racers and Rugged Sky Media have teamed up to 
host the D.C. metropolitan area’s first annual FPV 
Drone Race and Floor Show.

Scheduled to take place from 2:00 to 11:00 p.m. 
Apr. 2 at the Dulles SportsPlex in Sterling, Va., the 
event will feature two open registration races, one 
for individuals and one for teams, as well as a floor 
show with companies and retailers offering their 

products or services, a demonstration area where at-
tendees can look at drones up close, and a viewing 
experience for people who want to see what it’s like 
to be a drone racer.

A relatively new phenomenon, drone racing 
takes technology more frequently associated with 
military operations and turns it into a sport.

Racers, or pilots, wear goggles that use virtual 
reality technology to allow them to see what their 
drones see. They then use remote controls to navi-
gate their drones, which can reach up to 80 miles per 
hour, through courses with obstacles and sharp turns.

“It’s really hard to explain in words what the 
experience is like. The closest thing that I can as-
sociate with it is a personal experience of flying,” 
Geraghty said.

Drones to descend on 
Northern Virginia April 2

See DRONES PAGE A-4
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The Washington, D.C., area will host its first 
ever drone race and floor show in Sterling 
on April 2.

 n Day-long event 
brings youth, high 
school and college 
coaches together

By AngelA Woolsey

FAIRFAX COUNTY TIMES

Football coaches from high 
schools and youth organizations 
across Northern Virginia gath-
ered at Falls Church High School 
at 8:00 a.m. on the first day of 
spring break for Fairfax County 
Public Schools (FCPS) for a les-
son in safety.

FCPS teamed up with USA 

Football, the independent non-
profit that governs amateur foot-
ball around the country, to host 
the 2016 Football Coaches Mega 
Clinic on Mar. 19.

14 Fairfax County high 
schools and 22 different youth 
club organizations from Fairfax 
County, Loudoun, Arlington, Al-
exandria and Prince William were 
represented at the instructional 
clinic.

Though high school and col-
lege coaches offered presentations 
on fundamentals and technique, 
the clinic primarily focused on 
player safety and USA Football’s 
Heads Up program, which estab-
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Two Falls Church Jaguars 
players demonstrate a gator 
roll drill under instruction of 
former Westfield Bulldogs 
defensive coordinator Rob 
Everett for a tackling session 
during the 2016 FCPS/USA 
Football Coaches Mega Clinic.

Safety first a no-brainer 
at football clinic

See FOOTBALL PAGE A-4

 n Firenza co-owner 
Dave Baer wanted to 

give customers control 
over their pizza

By AngelA Woolsey

FAIRFAX COUNTY TIMES

“Fast casual” restaurants 
seem to be ubiquitous nowadays, 
exemplified by chains like Chipo-
tle and Noodles & Company, so 

Fast-casual rises to the occasion

Firenza employees 
prepare made-to-
order pizzas by 
hand. The self-
called “fast-casual” 
pizza store, which 
originally opened 
in Fairfax, will mark 
its official first-year 
anniversary in April.
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