
The Dulles Toll Road will 

experience a price hike 

next year to begin repaying a long-

term investment to produce the 

Metro Silver Line, as well as to 

continue the road’s ongoing main-

tenance costs.

Currently, two-axle drivers pay 

between $3.25 to $4.75 when uti-

lizing the road. Under the new plan 

starting January 1, 2023, two-axle 

drivers will begin to pay between 

$4 and $6.

Price increases of varying de-

grees are also present for those who 

currently pay more to use the road, 

such as vehicles with more than 

two axles. For three-axle vehicles, 

the price range increases from be-

tween $6.50 and $9.50 to between 

$8 and $12. More information on 

axle-specific changes can be found 

online at https://bit.ly/3yK1u80.

These changes come as a result 

of ongoing financing of the Wash-

ington Metropolitan Area Transit 

Authority’s (WMATA) recently 

operational Silver Line extension.

According to MWAA spokes-

person Robert Yingling, the rate of 

toll hikes was reduced from what it 

was originally planned to be to cov-

er the cost of the extension but still 

utilizes the plan set forth in 2009.

“The toll rate schedule was 

reduced in terms of how much it 

would increase over time. That was 

due to receiving a TIFIA [Trans-

portation Infrastructure Finance 

and Innovation Act] loan and other 

refinancing that saved long-term 

debt service costs,” said Yingling.

In a virtual meeting on July 

11, as well as during an in-person 

meeting on July 18, MWAA repre-

sentatives provided local residents 

the opportunity to provide com-

ments.

During these meetings, oth-

er changes discussed included the 

restoration of road signs to reflect 

price changes and Virginia code, 

the creation of financial incentives 

for drivers to carpool, as well as the 

introduction of the Pay-By-Plate 

option, which aims to modernize 

the road’s approach to tolling driv-

ers without an EZ-Pass.

According to Yingling, this 

change will transition away from 

treating these drivers as guilty of 

a violation and modernize their 

approach since the changes of the 

pandemic.

“When the toll booth is un-

staffed, which is the case at all of 

them since 2020, if they don’t use 

EZ-Pass, then exact change is re-

quired,” Yingling explained. “We 

are considering Pay-By-Plate as a 

smoother way to handle those types 

of payments.”

It is important to know that 

while the Pay-By-Plate option will 

not exceed double the cost of the 

original toll, there is an expected 

$1.60 cost attached to processing 

this payment method.

The MWAA’s main goal is 

to transition drivers toward an 

all-electronic toll system through 

the use of EZ-Pass and the Pay-

By-Plate option. Drivers also have 

the option to utilize various mobile 

apps to pay their tolls including EZ 

Tolls VA, GoToll, Slora, Uproad, 

and Peasy Drive.

According to organizers, fully 

electronic tolling will also help to 

reduce the number of emissions 

released from cars in idle while in 

line for tolling.

MWAA will be available for 

further public comment until Au-

gust 10 and can be reached online 

at https://bit.ly/3Oknqw7.
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Toll hikes coming to 
the Dulles Toll Road

By Collin Cope 
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L ast week, the North-
ern Virginia Trans-

portation Authority adopted 

the FY2022-2027 Six Year 

Program which invests in re-

gional multimodal transporta-

tion projects located through-

out NoVA.

The NVTA voted to 

adopt 20 of 26 transporta-

tion candidate projects that 

were up for regional funding 

consideration. Those projects 

evaluated and open to public 

comment included railway, 

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), 

roadways, pedestrian/bicy-

cle pathways, transportation 

technologies and an electric 

bus fleet.

Of the more than $1.2 

billion in funding requested 

by nine NoVa jurisdictions, 

about $330 million will fund 

projects in Fairfax Coun-

ty including the purchase of 

electric buses, widening of 

key roads and commencing 

work on “The One” the new 

Route 1 BRT system, which 

will link a historically under-

served section of the county 

to the region’s rapidly grow-

ing transit network, accord-

ing to a release from Fairfax 

County Board of Supervisors 

Chairman Jeff McKay.

“A year ago, the North-

ern Virginia Transportation 

Authority asked jurisdictions 

and agencies to submit appli-

cations for regional funding 

considerations, said Phyllis J. 

Randall, chair of the NVTA. 

“After months of analysis, 

reporting and public partici-

pation, with the adoption of 

the latest Six Year Program, 

more projects will move for-

ward to alleviate congestion 

and get Northern Virginias to 

their destinations faster.”

In all, NVTA awarded 

$336.2 million to Fairfax 

County for several projects in-

cluding widening 2.5 miles of 

the Fairfax County Parkway 

and more than three miles of 

Route 1; construction on The 

One BRT; building a new 

crossing over the Dulles Toll 

Road on Soapstone Drive; 

road improvements in Seven 

Corners; and purchasing eight 

electric battery-powered bus-

es for the Fairfax Connector. 

Also, the Town of Herndon 

will receive $4.5 million to 

extend Worldgate Drive to 

Herndon Parkway, which 

will provide easy access to 

the new Herndon Metro sta-

tion on the Silver Line, aiding 

County commuters.

“The NVTA takes a mul-

timodal approach to provid-

ing transportation solutions 

and options that keep North-

ern Virginia and beyond 

moving, recognizing there is 

no one-size-fits-all solution 

to tackling traffic congestion 

in the Washington, D.C. re-

gion,” Randall said. “The 20 

projects the NVTA has just 

adopted are no exception.”

Additionally, Fairfax 

County received funding 

from I-66 Commuter Choice 

for two projects in Vienna.

Continuing service on 

Fairfax Connector Route 698 

to the Pentagon and building 

a trail connection to the Met-

ro will cost $3.4 million.

The bus route was initial-

ly funded in FY2019. The re-

newal will provide two years 

of continued funding for 10 

morning and 10 evening trips 

during peak commuting hours 

between the Vienna Metro and 

the Pentagon Transit Center. 

According to NOVATransit, 

this service retained a greater 

share of its riders than other 

NoVa transit services during 

the pandemic, and ridership 

rebounded during FY2022. 

The requested amount for this 

project was $1,232,850.

The funding will also fa-

cilitate the construction of a 

nearly one-mile segment of 

the I-66 Trail between the 

Nutley Street interchange and 

the Vienna Station and Blake 

Lane. The path is for both 

cyclists and walkers that will 

parallel I-66. It will create a 

safe, attractive route to the 

Metro station for commuters, 

said officials. The amount re-

quested for this project was 

$2,200,000.

“We have one primary 

goal in Fairfax County when 

it comes to transportation—

keep people moving.

There is still much work 

to be done to achieve this but 

with these new projects, just 

like our commuters, we are 

well on our way to success,” 

said McKay.

County transportation projects 
get funding

By Heather Zwicker 
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E arlier this year, Troop 160 Life 

Scout Nicholas Flanigan aimed to 

become an Eagle Scout–a rank that has all 

the qualities of a scout with perseverance 

and leadership.

The Eagle Scout project is part of 

earning that rank and about employing 

leadership to benefit the troop and com-

munity. When one of his friends shared 

concerns about his family in Ukraine at 

the start of the Russian invasion, Flanigan 

figured out how he could help.

He found the nonprofit United Help 

Ukraine (UHU). Established in Maryland 

in 2014, UHU started collecting medical 

supplies and eventually solicited dona-

tions for baby supplies and food.

Flanigan got in touch with a repre-

sentative of the organization and learned 

more about UHU. He paid attention to 

detail–how they get supplies to Ukraine 

(shipped from Delaware to Poland and 

then Ukraine) and ship high-demand med-

ical supplies by plane.

Rachel Carson 
student, Eagle 

Scout led 
donation drive 

for Ukraine
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