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Lee District renamed, Smith 
still receiving community 

feedback on Sully
By Heather Zwicker
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W ith the opening 

of the Silver Line 

extension, The Washington 

Metropolitan Area Transit 

Authority (WMATA) ex-

pands its reach to Dulles Air-

port, and further west into 

Loudoun County.

The recently expanded 

Silver Line, featuring six 

stations and more than 11 

miles worth of new metro-

rail, reached its operational 

readiness date after a transfer 

of control from the Metro-

politan Washington Airports 

Authority (MWAA) at 6 a.m. 

on June 23.

The opening of passen-

ger service is expected to 

result from the acceptance of 

the line from MWAA by the 

Metro’s Board of Directors in 

the coming weeks.

Metro’s interim General 

Manager Andy Off looks for-

ward to the positive changes 

this brings to public trans-

portation for residents in the 

region.

“We look forward to 

opening the new stations soon 

and delivering high quality 

rail connections to Dulles 

Airport and Loudoun Coun-

ty,” Off said.

During his time as gover-

nor of Virginia, Senator Tim 

Kaine presided over the com-

pletion of a deal between the 

MWAA and the WMATA to 

construct the Silver Line and 

laid the groundwork to fund 

the project.

On June 23, Senators 

Tim Kaine and Mark R. War-

ner welcomed the transfer of 

the extension.

“Today’s news takes us 

one big step closer to our 

shared goal of ensuring that 

our transportation infrastruc-

ture is reliable, convenient, 

and capable of keeping up 

with the National Capital Re-

gion’s growth. We welcome 

this development and encour-

age WMATA to safely and 

expeditiously put the finish-

ing touches on this project so 

the Silver Line can fully open 

for customer service,” they 

said.

While there is still more 

work to be done regarding 

the opening of the rail system 

to the public, longstanding 

efforts made by WMATA in 

collaboration with local rep-

resentatives and the MWAA 

aim to revitalize long-dis-

tance travel in the region.

“This milestone enables 

our team to test the tracks and 

systems, train and familiarize 

our workforce on yard oper-

ations, mainline and stations 

and ensure that we provide 

safe and reliable service for 

customers on the extension,” 

Off added.

The Silver Line exten-

sion currently runs from 

Largo Town Center Station 

to the Wiehle-Reston East 

Station and was expanded to 

reach Reston Town Center, 

Herndon, Innovation Center, 

Washington Dulles Interna-

tional Airport, Loudon Gate-

way and Ashburn.

On June 27, The Dulles 

Regional Chamber of Com-

merce held its annual Met-

ro Monday event to address 

these changes regarding local 

access to the Metro.

While general transporta-

tion for the public was a ma-

jor consideration, presenters 

emphasized having worked 

with community businesses 

and shoppers to help best im-

plement this change.

Silver Line ready for operational testing
By Collin Cope 
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Independence Day 

throughout the 
county

 
SEE PAGE B3 M cLean High rising sophomore 

Sam Rakowski was one of the 

McLean Citizens Association (MCA) 

2022 Teen Character Award recipients 

this past McLean Day. The teens were 

nominated and recognized for their work 

in the community. Rakowski was there 

because for the last three years he has col-

laborated with the nonprofit Shoes That 

Fit.

“It started as my mitzvah project. I’ve 

always been interested in fashion and the 

mitzvah project is supposed to be person-

al to you. We’ve just continued with it 

since then,” Rakowski said. The nation-

al organization Shoes That Fit identifies 

the local schools with students who could 

Finding the 
shoe that 

fits 

See SHOES, Page A4

The Fairfax County Board 

of Supervisors voted to 

change the name of Lee District 

Tuesday in a unanimous vote.

Lee District Supervisor Rod-

ney Lusk, who also announced 

his bid for reelection this week, 

said  he would bring the matter 

before the board regarding  the 

renaming of his district earlier 

this week. 

The District will be renamed 

Franconia, a name Lusk called 

“synonymous with our commu-

nity.”

The name change went into 

effect immediately after the 

Board’s vote, according to Fati-

mah Dandashi, an aide in Lusk’s 

office. She said changes to web-

sites, social media and signs that 

contain the district name may 

take some time.

“The exact timeline and cost 

will be determined through the 

County Executive’s review which 

was authorized in Supervisor 

Lusk’s board matter yesterday,” 

said Dandashi. “However, our 

office began referring to the dis-

trict at the Franconia District as 

soon as the motion was passed.”

Lusk held three town halls 

over the past two and a half years 

to hear from members of the 

community and to hear what the 

name Lee District meant to them. 

“What I’ve learned from many 

of our neighbors is that  Lee Dis-

trict invokes images of the Old 

Gravel Pits, footsteps along the 

boardwalk at Huntley Meadows, 

or pride in the history of Lau-

rel Grove School,” said Lusk. 

“However, for others, the name 

Lee stands for the most recogniz-

able confederate figure in history, 

Gen. Robert E Lee. I also learned 

that the overwhelming majority 

of those who participated in this 

year-long process support chang-

ing the name of this district.”

Lusk said that after consider-

ing the community feedback and 

the recommendations from the 

Redistricting Advisory Commit-

tee, he came to the conclusion 

that the time has come to change 

the name of the district.

“From Franconia Road, the 

Franconia Springfield Metro, 

the Franconia Museum, and the 

Franconia Governmental Center, 

the name Franconia has always 

been central to our identity,” said 

Lusk. “It is also a name that me-

morializes a place and not a per-

son.”

Discussion is underway on 

whether Sully, the county’s ninth 

district should be renamed, how-

ever Supervisor Kathy Smith said 

she is still in the process of gath-

ering community feedback. “I 

don’t have a deadline to make a 

decision,” she said.

Richard Bland Lee and his 

wife, Elizabeth Collins Lee, were 

residents at Sully Plantation, now 

Sully Historic Site,  which is lo-

cated off Route 28 in Chantilly. 

Bland Lee was the uncle of Rob-

ert E. Lee, and he was Northern 

Virginia’s first representative 

to Congress. The farm at Sully 

Plantation was supported by labor 

of enslaved African Americans. 

Although none of the Lee fami-

ly lived at Sully during the Civil 

War, for 18 years other people 

live there and owned slaves.

Sully magisterial district was 

created in 1991 it was named af-

ter Sully Historic Site, according 

to Fairfax County Librarian Chris 

Barbuschack. He said originally 

the name proposed for the dis-

trict was Chantilly but Sully was 

eventually selected because both 

Sully Historic Site and Sully Rd. 

(Route 28) was in the area.

Residents may send her their 

comments on this matter to sul-

ly@fairfaxcounty.gov.
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in Cape Cod 
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Cora Kelly
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