
“Every day we are innovating,” Naina 

Narayana Chernoff said as co-founder 

and CEO of the nonprofit trade school Inclusive 

Pathways to Success (IPS). IPS welcomed its first 

cohort of students in October as part of a four-week 

pilot carpentry program.

In finding the proper students and space, their 

planned summer pilot became the October pro-

gram. “We’ve had to be fluid in our process [and] 

adapt based on [the students’] tailored needs. That’s 

the key to our program,” Co-founder and board 

member Hope Hohmann said.

IPS exists to resolve the under or unemploy-

ment of people with disabilities and skilled trades-

people deficiencies by training adults with disabili-

ties in the skilled trades.

“When COVID hit, … the fear I had for my 

own son fueled me to think broadly about how we 

could support young, differently-abled people to 

find training opportunities and set them up for more 

success in jobs that might have a lower social and 

communication barrier,” Chernoff said.

“The skilled trades came to mind because they 

A  Fairfax County mother 
said that students are 

frustrated by the information that 

came out after  a stabbing took 

place at Mount Vernon High 

School earlier this week.

Fairfax County Police of-

ficers responded at 1:17 p.m. 

Nov. 2 to the Alexandria school 

for the stabbing that occurred in 

a bathroom. 

A 15-year-old victim was 

stabbed with a pocketknife fol-

lowing an altercation with an-

other student. He was taken to 

a nearby hospital for injuries not 

considered life threatening. 

Two juvenile suspects fled 

the school but were quickly iden-

tified and taken into custody by 

officers, according to a Fairfax 

County Police spokesman. 

“We will provide more de-

tails, including possible charges, 

as the investigation continues,” 

they said. “No additional injuries 

have been reported. A shelter in 

place was briefly in effect at the 

school until it was determined the 

suspect had fled the area.”

“My son and daughter said 

that an announcement came over 

the PA halfway through 8th pe-

riod saying that a small incident 

had occurred and that it was 

nothing to be concerned about 

and that they [school officials] 

had it under control. The students  

were never notified that there 

was a shelter-in-place,” said the 

mother who asked her name not 

be used. “Then when they were 

dismissed they walked outside 

and encountered a significant po-

lice/EMS presence and helicop-

ters hovering over the school.” 

She said the students are express-

ing frustration because the school 

tells them to act like adults, but 

does not give them information 

in a situation like this.

“Parents in the community 

understand that when minors are 

involved there’s a limit to what 

can be disclosed, but they feel 

stonewalled by the lack of trans-

parency over what happened and 

critical questions about whether it 

was a random or planned act,” 

said the mother.

The Mount Vernon principal 

sent out two emails to parents 

Tuesday afternoon  regarding the 

situation. “Keeping our schools 

safe for everyone to learn is our 

number one priority, ” said Prin-

cipal JaVon F. Rogers in one of 

the emails. “I am grateful to our 

school security and local police 

for their support. Together, we 

must reinforce with our students 

that violence is never the answer 

to personal problems.”

According to the School 

Safety Report Card on the Mount 

Vernon High School website 

with statistics dating back to 

2018, there have been seven 

weapons offenses there prior to 

this incident. The highest number 

happened in the 2018-19 school 

year when there were four. Last 

year there was one.

Fairfax County Public 

Schools referred all inquiries to 

FCPD while the incident is under 

investigation.
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Fulfilling a long-time 

project to extend 

Metro access to western 

Fairfax County and Loudoun 

County, the Silver Line is set 

to open on November 15.

New stations opening in 

Fairfax County include Res-

ton Town Center, Herndon, 

and Innovation Center. Three 

other stations are in Loudoun 

County including Dulles In-

ternational Airport and the 

line terminates in Ashburn. 

While the project still 

meets its originally project-

ed deadline of Thanksgiving 

weekend, safety concerns re-

lating to the use of the Wash-

ington Metropolitan Area 

Transit Authority’s (WMA-

TA) new 7000-series rail cars 

led the Washington Metrorail 

Safety Commission (WMSC) 

to reject original operation 

plans submitted on Oct. 17.

A main concern for the 

WMSC was a lack of data 

to justify that the 7000 series 

would be capable of operat-

ing on all necessary tracks, 

mainly citing a difference 

in rail interface between the 

Red/Green/Yellow Lines and 

the Blue/Orange/Silver lines 

which led to train derailments 

in October 2021.

Meanwhile, WMATA re-

cently completed two weeks 

of simulated Metrorail ser-

vice and feels the trains will 

be ready for passenger ser-

vice by the projected date.

“It is concerning to the 

WMSC that Metrorail may 

not be interested in carrying 

out its safety responsibilities, 

even going so far as to have 

senior leadership suggest at a 

public WMATA Board Meet-

ing that Metrorail will only 

mitigate known safety issues 

if ordered to do so,” WSMC 

Deputy CEO & Chief Op-

erating Officer Sharmila 

Samarasinghe said in their 

statement to WMATA. “The 

WMSC is deeply concerned 

about Metrorail senior lead-

ership’s incorrect statements 

that a failure to follow pro-

cedures in place to control 

known hazards such a wheel 

migration does not lead to un-

safe conditions.”

While mentioning con-

fusion by this statement, 

WMATA worked towards 

reanalyzing the safety con-

cerns mentioned and com-

pleted a data-backed study 

on the safety of the newly 

constructed railcars to receive 

certification from WMSC. 

However, WMSC Director of 

Communications Max Smith 

said that WMATA still needs 

to submit the necessary docu-

ments to complete the certifi-

cation process for the Silver 

Line, which WMATA plans 

to have completed by Nov. 

14.

“Metro recognizes the 

important role safety over-

sight plays and we are abso-

lutely committed to compli-

ance,” said EVP and Chief 

Operating Officer for WMA-

TA Brian Dwyer. “Respect-

fully, after a year-long inves-

tigation, we would welcome 

a directive based on a root 

cause finding. Meanwhile, 

we have developed an indus-

try-leading inspection process 

in which we have high con-

fidence.”

On Oct. 25, WMATA 

submitted a revised 7000 se-

ries return to service propos-

al, which WMSC indicated 

to have no technical problems 

with approving.

  “With this approval and 

close collaboration on the 

Silver Line extension safety 

report, Metro will be able 

to set an opening date in the 

near future,” said WMATA 

General Manager and Chief 

Executive Officer Randy 

Clarke. “I want to thank the 

Safety Commission for their 

collaboration on reaching this 

important safety milestone, 

so we have a clear path for-

ward.”

As a result, WMATA an-

nounced the line’s Nov. 15 

opening date on Oct. 31.

Virginia politicians are 

interested in continuing the 

process towards opening the 

rails to passenger service by 

the projected Thanksgiving 

deadline and mention over-

crowding on the Red Line, as 

well as continued closures on 

the Blue and Yellow Lines, 

as main factors impacting rid-

ers. Additionally, they found 

a lack of clear communica-

tion between WMATA and 

WMSC on these safety con-

cerns troubling.

“Making it happen will 

require WMATA and WMSC 

to work efficiently, with bet-

ter communication and plan-

ning on 7000-series cars, to 

ensure safe, reliable service,” 

said Congressman Don Beyer 

in a post on Twitter.

“My subcommittee’s 

most recent hearing on Met-

ro sounded the warning bell 

about WMATA’s working 

relationship with the Safety 

Commission. If the two orga-

nizations are really working 

hand-in-glove there should be 

no surprises when it comes 

to safety oversight decisions, 

such as the Commission’s re-

cent rejection of WMATA’s 

plan to bring 7000 series rail 

cars back into service,” said 

Congressman Gerry Connol-

ly in a statement. “Riders are 

suffering the consequences 

of these fundamental break-

downs in communication.”

Additionally, The North-

ern Virginia Transportation 

Authority (NVTA) joined the 

Town of Herndon on Nov. 3 

to announce the opening of 

the Herndon Metrorail Inter-

modal Access Improvements 

project. NVTA invested $1.1 

million in regional revenues 

in addition to more than $1 

million in 30 percent local 

funds on the Herndon Met-

rorail Intermodal Access Im-

provements project to help the 

Town of Herndon construct a 

drop-off lane along Herndon 

Parkway, allowing Fairfax 

Connector buses and drivers 

to safely stop and drop off 

Metrorail riders. This mul-

timodal drop-off point will 

encourage more ridership on 

rail as commuters will be able 

to easily access the station by 

car, bus, or bicycle.

Silver Line extension set to open Nov. 15
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Bike share stations at the Reston Town Center Metro are all set 

for the Nov. 15 opening of the remaining Silver Line stations.
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