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GOP voters select candidates 
in 8th and 10th districts

By Heather Zwicker
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A Lorton man was sen-
tenced May 24 to 22 

years in prison for distributing 
fentanyl that resulted in the 
death of a young woman.

“Mr. Velasquez provided 
the victim with a counterfeit 
pressed Xanax pill laced with 
fentanyl which she took while 
she was a guest in his resi-
dence and the victim subse-
quently suffered an overdose 
and Mr. Velasquez found her 
unresponsive,” said Jessica D. 
Alber, U.S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District of Virginia in 
a press conference Wednes-
day. Alber said that instead 
of providing immediate as-
sistance to the victim, Velas-
quez continued to sell drugs 
to two more customers. She 
said that he had a friend and 
drug customer, Enoel Comsti, 
27, of Vienna, help him hide 
evidence of the victim’s death 
and drug distribution and use 
before calling 911.

Comsti pleaded guilty to 
aiding and abetting tampering 
with evidence and was sen-
tenced to 21 months in prison, 
according to a U.S. Attor-
ney’s news release.

 “During that call to 911, 
Mr. Velasquez lied to first 
responders and denied the 
possibility that the victim had 
suffered an overdose,” said 
Alber, who said this was not 
the first overdose incident re-

sulting from drugs distributed 
by the defendant. She said that 
in addition to two non-fatal 
overdoses, narcotics distrib-
uted by Velasquez are linked 
to two more fatal overdoses in 
2017 and 2018. 

“I hope that the knowl-
edge that this offender, that 
Mr. Velasquez, will be spend-
ing over two decades in pris-
on for his crimes where he 
cannot distribute drugs in our 
community will bring some 
measure of comfort to our 
community and to the families 
of these victims,” said Alber.

Alber said that details of 
this case are becoming more 
common and described what 
she called a “pill epidemic” 
in this country. “Drug dealers 
are lacing less potent drugs, 
including pills all across our 
communities with fentanyl, 
often without the knowledge 
of their customer, to increase 
effects and value of their 
products.” She said it takes 
only two milligrams or “a 
mere dusting” of fentanyl to 
kill someone.

Alber said that according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention in 
2021, national deaths from 
synthetic opioids outpaced 
overdose deaths from cocaine 
and psychostimulants com-
bined. “Substance abuse is 
an issue that crosses gender, 
race, age and socioeconomic 
lines,” she said. “It now only 
takes one instance of fentanyl 
exposure to result in death.”

Alber said that her office 

is targeting not only street-lev-

el distributors, but also dark 

net marketplaces and vendors 

who are shipping raw materi-

als into the U.S.

“Yesterday’s sentencing 

should serve as a warning to 

those who distribute danger-

ous and deadly drugs in our 

community,” said Assistant 

Special Agent in Charge Tim-

othy Thibault, of the FBI’s 

Washington Field Office. 

“We will not rest until we 

hold them accountable for 

their action.” 

Fairfax County Police De-

partment created a full-time 

overdose investigations unit in 

2018 to address non-fatal and 
fatal overdose issues that Fair-
fax County and others across 
the county are challenged 
with, according to Chief Kev-
in Davis. The unit is led by a 
second lieutenant and has six 
detectives working cases. 

“All they do is respond to, 
follow up on and investigate 
non-fatal and fatal overdoses 
in Fairfax County,” he said. 
“It’s because of their expertise 
and their full-time dedication 
to that very serious epidemic 
that exists here and elsewhere 
that we’re able to realize these 
important moments and put 
people who belong in prison 
in prison.”

Davis also spoke about 
the Good Samaritan law 
which exists to protect people 
who are in a position to get 
life-saving help for someone 
experiencing an overdose. 

“We don’t want someone, 
even if that person is partak-
ing in illegal substances or 
otherwise involved, we want 
to take off the table the im-
mediate possibility for arrest 
for possession of narcotics 
and these laws encourage peo-
ple to have a pathway to dial 
911,” said Davis. “We want 
first responders to get there to 
help save a life.”

The FCPD worked with 
the FBI Washington Field Of-
fice and the Office of U.S. At-
torney for the Eastern District 
of Virginia worked together to 
investigate and prosecute this 
case.

Lorton man gets 22 years for distributing 
fentanyl resulting in woman’s death
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Wakefield Skate 

Park gets new 

jumps, ramps as 

facelift starts

SEE PAGE A6

MEMORIAL DAY

“I’ve always volunteered, it’s a 

way to meet people, it’s a way 

to give back,” said BrightPaths Volunteer 

Deidra Reid. Reid is not only a financial 

literacy coach and mentor with the non-

profit but also a previous Wheel of For-

tune contestant.

On the May 18 episode, Reid spoke to 

Host Pat Sajak about being an Air Force 

veteran who has been to Japan, Kenya, Ko-

rea, and more. Although they didn’t talk 

about it on air, part of her application for 

the show included her work at BrightPaths’ 

Financial Empowerment Center (FEC).

“Wheel of 
Fortune” 

contestant is 
capable with 

numbers
Deidra Reid offers 

financial help 
no matter the 
circumstance

See WHEEL OF FORTUNE, Page A4
See CANDIDATES, Page A4

K arina Lipsman and Hung Cao join 11th 

District nominee Jim Myles on the slate of 

Republican candidates running for Congress in No-

vember’s general election.

Lipsman won the convention in the 8th District. 

She will face the winner of the race between incum-

bent Representative Don Beyer and challenger Vic-

toria Virasingh which will be decided in late June. 

She bested four other candidates with 61.50 percent 

of the vote.

Both nominees came to the U.S. as refugees -- 

Lipsman from Ukraine, and Cao from Vietnam.

The Arlington resident came here with her 

mother and her grandparents, who left when the 

country was still part of the Soviet Union, according 

to her website. They lived in low-income housing 

in Baltimore City and survived on food stamps. She 

said that she had the opportunity to make something 

of herself because of her mother’s sacrifices, and 

applied to become an American citizen as soon as 

she turned 18.

She attributed her win to campaigning on the 

issues. “The delegates heard my message loud and 

clear, and I think appreciated my dedication on the 

issues impacting their lives, rather than taking the 

bait on last-minute ‘attack politics’ which is the 

lowest form of campaigning.”

She said that the most pressing issues facing 

voters in the 8th depends on who you ask. “I plan 

to ask everyone what the most important issue in 

their lives is,” she said. “This is not my campaign; 
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Fairfax 

student wins 

scholarship from 

MATHCOUNTS
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Halau Nohona 

Hawai’i promotes 

Aloha spirit in the 

Washington region

SEE PAGE B3

COURTESY PHOTOS

COURTESY PHOTOS


