
The bio for the account  

@mclean.rot on Instagram 

reads, “The best single word to de-

fine this school is ‘gross.’” With 

71 posts, the anonymous student 

owner of @mclean.rot has been 

posting an unvarnished look at Mc-

Lean High School since February, 

detailing for all a need for serious 

maintenance.

The account showcases wide 

array of issues that were either sub-

mitted anonymously or taken by 

the owner themselves: from broken 

facilities — such as a water foun-

tain with a sign cautioning “BRO-

KEN: DO NOT USE” and an en-

tire bathroom out of service — to 

patches of floor linoleum missing, 

to ceiling tiles either turning brown 

water damage or filled with gaping 

holes, to more than one flooded 

bathroom, to bathroom stall graffi-

ti hastily covered up (or not), and 

finally, to a series of posts that the 

account owner felt the need to post 

a warning slide for.

The tamest-looking picture on 

the account, posted May 17, turns 

out to not belong to the school at 

all, but rather nearby George C. 

Marshall High School. Under the 

photo of an empty hallway lined 

with white and gray tiles, the 

caption reads, “I feel like we get 

desensitized to how McLean is so 

for reference this is what Marshall 

looks like. No visible dirt, no stains 

coating the ceiling. They have 4 

lines for their cafeteria that serve 

less students than McLean’s 3. The 
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Instagram account suggests 
“rot” at McLean High School

By Taylor Brokesh 

SPECIAL TO THE FAIRFAX COUNTY TIMES

Following a fatal car 
crash on Blake Lane 

in Oakton leaving two teen-

age girls dead and one injured 

on June 7, the Fairfax County 

Board of Supervisors hopes to 

pilot a program to deter ex-

cessive speeding in regions of 

the county most vulnerable to 

pedestrian casualties.

Usman Shahid, 18, of 

Fairfax, was indicted by a 

grand jury on two counts of 

involuntary manslaughter in 

late June. He appeared in 

court July 8 and was given a 

$250,000 unsecured bond. 

Identifying school and 

work zones as the largest ar-

eas of concern, the board em-

phasizes the importance of a 

multi-faceted solution.

While the Board is work-

ing to engineer new speed 

cameras and Know Your 

Speed signs in these areas, 

they also recognize the need 

for active solutions in the 

present.

“[We have] what we call 

the three E’s: engineering, 

enforcement and education,” 

said Providence District Su-

pervisor Dalia Palchik. “En-

gineering [new speed deter-

rents] is the most effective, 

but it is also the costliest and 

takes the longest.”

Due to the lengthy pro-

cess to begin using these de-

vices, Palchik expressed the 

dual importance of utilizing 

law enforcement and educat-

ing the public on the dangers 

of speeding.

As the driver involved 

in the Blake Lane crash was 

driving 81 mph in a 35 mph 

zone, the Board is consider-

ing various efforts in attempt 

to combat reckless driving in-

cluding an added $200 fine in 

the zone, as seen in other pe-

destrian heavy areas through-

out the county.

However, an important 

piece of the board’s efforts 

is to educate drivers of their 

actions, rather than simply 

pushing in a stiffer penalty.

Hunter Mill District Su-

pervisor Walter Alcorn em-

phasized the importance of 

education rather than simple 

enforcement.

“Let’s face it, if you’re 

speeding and you get a tick-

et, that’s not very popular. 

That’s not going to make peo-

ple happy,” said Alcorn. “So 

there’s also a good amount of 

education that has to go along 

with this and, frankly, adjust-

ments [in] driving practices 

for areas [where] they’re go-

ing to be deployed.”

In order to do so, the 

Board will begin to imple-

ment a comprehensive com-

munications campaign along-

side their efforts to improve 

physical speed deterrents this 

fall.

According to Alcorn, 

this effort will involve Fair-

fax County Public Schools 

(FCPS) and the Virginia De-

partment of Transportation 

(VDOT), alongside efforts 

from the Board.

“One of these things 

alone does not do every-

thing,” Palchik added. “So, 

in addition to education, right 

now we also need to look at 

the enforcement piece.”

In the pilot, a handful 

of county schools will uti-

lize these methods and will 

be helpful in a broader study 

of effective tactics to deter 

speed. While many schools in 

the county will likely utilize 

speed deterrent methods in 

the future, the pilot will help 

to determine which are the 

most effective.

Additionally, parental in-

volvement will be encouraged 

as the pilot progresses.

“As a longtime driver in 

the area, I do want to make 

sure that this program is truly 

targeting places where safety 

is a real, legitimate concern,” 

Alcorn added. “This is not 

being set up as a revenue 

generating activity by Fairfax 

County.”

Top of mind for the Board 

is to prevent future tragedies 

from occurring as a result of 

a lack of due diligence.

“Just a reminder that we 

share our roadways with pe-

destrians and cyclists,” said 

Palchick. “And soon, on 

August 22nd, here in Fair-

fax County we’ll be back at 

school. Please watch your 

speed, please be safe, and 

please be aware of our pedes-

trians and cyclists.”

Board considers additional speed deterrents 
in high pedestrian areas after fatal crash

By Collin Cope
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When the Junior League of 

Northern Virginia (JLNV) be-

gan to partition their grant money into 

smaller awards years ago, it was about 

augmenting their scope. 

“We can reach a lot more people, 

children, [and] women by doing smaller 

grants to several organizations versus one 

big grant,” said President Parys Jolly.

“The Junior League is an organiza-

tion of women committed to promoting 

volunteerism and developing the potential 

of other women,” Jolly explained. JLNV 

has been around since 1958, amassing 

more than $2 million and thousands of 

volunteer hours towards community pro-

grams.

“It’s not just about sending money to 

an organization, it’s how our members 

are going to volunteer at these differ-

ent places,” said Jolly. After more than 

12 years as an ombudsman during her 

husband’s 23 years in the Navy, Jolly 

The Junior League 
of Northern 

Virginia increases 
impact with more 

grant awards

See JUNIOR LEAGUE, Page A4
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