
Stephen Markle is one of two recipients 

of the Fairfax County Park Authority 

Board’s 2022 Elly Doyle Park Service Award. 

The award goes to volunteers who left a positive 

mark on county parks. Part of the reason Markle 

is being recognized is for leading invasive plant 

management.

Managing invasive plants is part of returning 

lands to their natural state. “I’m a leave-no-trace 

trainer. But at the end of the day, you always 

want to leave the place better than you found it,” 

Markle said.

That ethic stands true at Gil McCutcheon 

Park in Alexandria where Markle has led resto-

ration and maintenance efforts since 1998.

The park comes from the 18-acre Slater 

Lamond family property where they built their 

house in 1939 and lived until 1986. Markle’s 

family moved into the Villamay neighborhood 

north of the property in 1996.

In 1998 the Harris Development company no-

P lans for a new devel-

opment in Reston are 

moving forward and a pub-

lic hearing will be held next 

week on a proposed interim 

agreement with the contrac-

tor, Foulger-Pratt LLC.

The 2.89-acre property 

owned by the Fairfax Coun-

ty Redevelopment and Hous-

ing Authority (FCRHA) is at 

the intersection of Bowman 

Towne Drive and Town Cen-

ter Parkway. The plan is to 

build affordable residences 

for low-income households 

and a new library.

The draft agreement pro-

poses new affordable mul-

tifamily units for working 

families, a new 40,000-foot 

Reston Regional Library, and 

free parking for residents, 

visitors and library users. It 

will also include additional 

affordable housing located on 

the surface parking lot used 

currently by Reston Police 

District Station officers and 

staff, as well as a new secure 

multi level garage for police 

use. The development would 

be governed under the state’s 

Private-Public Education Fa-

cilities and Infrastructure Act 

of 2002.

The Fairfax County Rede-

velopment and Housing Au-

thority meeting will be held 

at the Fairfax County Gov-

ernment Center Sept. 15 at 7 

p.m. in Conference Room 11. 

Copies of the interim agree-

ment will be available at the 

meeting.

Those who wish to speak 

at the meeting should contact 

Avis Wiley at 703-246-5152 

or email at avis.wiley@fair-

faxcounty.gov to indicate 

their desire to participate. 

Written comments may be 

submitted by email on or 

before Sept. 14 to Marwan.

mahmoud@fairfaxcounty.

gov.
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Plans for Bowman Towne 
Court moving forward

By Heather Zwicker 
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A fter representing Vir-

ginia’s 35th House 

of Delegates district for more 

than 11 years, Delegate Mark 

Keam (D) will step down from 

the position this year, leaving 

it open for a possible special 

election in the near future.

He has been tapped by 

President Joe Biden to be the 

deputy assistant secretary for 

travel and tourism at the Inter-

national Trade Commission, 

within the Department of 

Commerce. Keam will focus 

on bringing foreign travel-

ers back to the U.S. after the 

COVID pandemic put a halt to 

international travel.

Keam was first elected in 

2009 to the Virginia House of 

Delegates, and the 35th Dis-

trict, which he represented, 

was affected by redistrict-

ing. It will become the 12th 

District after elections next 

year. The map, which was 

approved by the Virginia Su-

preme Court last year, shows 

the new district will cover Ty-

sons Corner and the town of 

Vienna.

Keam’s departure sets up 

his seat for a special election. 

House Speaker Todd Gilbert 

(R-Shenandoah) set the spe-

cial election for Jan. 10, 2023, 

one day before the General 

Assembly convenes for it’s 

regular session. 

Candidates have until 

Nov. 14 to file, but two candi-

dates have already announced 

they will run for the seat, a lo-

cal nonprofit executive and a 

member of the Fairfax County 

School Board (FCPS). Karl 

Frisch represents the Provi-

dence District on the school 

board. The second candidate, 

Holly Siebold, is a former 

FCPS teacher.

Frisch, the first open-

ly LGBTQ+ member of the 

Fairfax County School Board 

emphasized the importance 

of building upon the minority 

Democratic presence in Vir-

ginia’s House of Delegates 

to challenge Governor Glenn 

Youngkin’s (R) criticisms of 

the region’s public schools.

“One of the primary mo-

tivating reasons that I’m run-

ning for delegate is to protect 

our amazing public schools 

here in Fairfax County from 

a governor who is more inter-

ested in running for president 

and scoring cheap political 

points with a conservative 

base than he is with looking 

out for our students, our ed-

ucators or their families,” 

Frisch said.

Other issues of importance 

to Frisch include working to-

wards an equitable economy, 

protecting abortion access, 

preventing gun violence and 

passing climate change miti-

gation policy.

In addition to her work as 

an FCPS teacher, Seibold lat-

er founded and is currently the 

executive director of Bringing 

Resources to Aid Women’s 

Shelters (BRAWS). This local 

non-profit organization works 

towards bringing dignity and 

empowerment to women ex-

periencing homelessness, as 

well as living in low-income 

situations, by providing them 

with necessary menstrual 

products and undergarments.

Seibold also shares a con-

cern for presenting a challenge 

to the governor, particularly 

following the U.S. Supreme 

Court’s recent decision sur-

rounding Roe vs. Wade.

“Like many women, I am 

infuriated that the rights we 

have worked so hard to gain 

are being rolled back; it’s dev-

astating. I believe it is time 

for us to stand up and fight 

against extremists like Glenn 

Youngkin and tell them loud-

ly ‘NO, Virginia will not go 

backwards,” Seibold said in a 

statement on Twitter.

Other issues of interest for 

Seibold include the strength of 

Fairfax Schools, gun violence 

prevention, “promoting a fair 

economy” and mitigating en-

vironmental issues.

The Fairfax County Dem-

ocratic Committee said they 

are waiting to hear about a 

special election to replace 

Keam, and they are formaliz-

ing plans to operate an open 

and fair process to choose a 

nominee.

“We thank Mark for more 

than a decade of public service 

in the House of Delegates and 

honor the history he made as 

the first Asian-born immigrant 

and the first Korean American 

elected to any state-level of-

fice in Virginia,” said Fairfax 

Democratic Committee Chair 

Bryan Graham. 

Fairfax GOP Chairman 

Steve Knotts expressed doubt 

surrounding the ability of the 

election to be held in the near 

future.

“At present, we don’t 

know if or when a special 

election will be held. It is our 

intention, however, to contest 

every race in every Fairfax 

County district, just as we did 

last year. Although progress 

has been made, there remains 

a lot of work to do in Rich-

mond. We need to elect more 

legislators who back Gover-

nor Youngkin’s commonsense 

agenda to make Virginia the 

best state in the nation to live, 

work, and raise a family,” 

Knotts said.

Delegate Mark Keam steps down 
for presidential appointment

By Collin Cope
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Emotionally 
supporting 

students this 
year might mean 
not focusing on 

learning loss
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Site leader has 
volunteered 
nearly 2,300 

hours in 
Alexandria park
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KORUS Festival
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