
M other’s Day and Father’s Day are not 
just connected by children–they’re also 

bound by diapers. The 2023 Builders for Babies 
Diaper Drive started May 14 and will continue 
until June 18, collecting a donation-load of dia-
pers and wipes for families in need.

HomeAid National Capital Region (NCR), 
the Chantilly-based chapter of HomeAid Amer-
ica, is the name behind the annual diaper drive. 

HomeAid America was founded in 1989 
through collaboration between local builders and 
nonprofits to combat homelessness. Through that 
collaboration, HomeAid helps build and renovate 
community spaces and facilities for those experi-
encing or at risk of experiencing homelessness.

The regional HomeAid chapters began with a 
similar story of connection. HomeAid NCR start-
ed in 2001 when Steve Alloy got involved with a 
local shelter in need of repair and Don Knutson 
heard about HomeAid America.

Every HomeAid team is known for building, 
but it’s not just about shelters. The HomeAid 
team builds relationships in the community–with-
in and between nonprofits, groups, businesses, 
and more.

The power of HomeAid is to build up the 
nonprofits that help the community. Where non-
profits combatting homelessness may encounter 
questions of how to fundraise or amass volunteer 
efforts, HomeAid is there with a massive network 
as an answer.

“We step in … so their focus, their employ-
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HomeAid brings it 
home with annual 

diaper drive
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Mason shooting 
suspect identi�ed
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Patriot Park North is �rst 
county sports tourism site

L ast month, Fairfax 
County leaders un-

veiled Patriot Park North in 
Springfield District. 

Patriot Park North, the 
county’s first foray into sports 
tourism, is the result of years 
of collaboration between the 
Southwestern Youth Associa-
tion, the Sports Tourism Task 
Force, Fairfax County Park 
Authority, Visit Fairfax, the 
Athletic Council, the NOVA 
Travel Baseball League and 
other organizations. 

Sports tourism, one of the 
fastest growing segments of 
the tourism industry, happens 
on large and small scales. The 
Olympics, World Cup, NBA 
and the NFL all host events 
that allow people to trav-
el across town or across the 
country to see their favorite 

teams or players compete in 
real time. On a smaller scale, 
Patriot Park North allows fam-
ilies to travel and watch their 
children or colleagues partici-
pate in baseball or other sport-
ing tournaments. 

Championed by the Chair-
man of the Sports Tourism 
Task Force and Springfield 
District Supervisor Pat Herri-
ty, Patriot Park North features 
six turf fields with covered 
dugouts and bleachers, three 
warm up areas, scoreboards 
with wireless controllers, eight 
batting cages, press boxes, 
concession stands and MUS-
CO Vision streaming service.

“The opening of this facil-
ity is a milestone not just for 
the Springfield District, but 
for the county,” said Herrity 
in a recent press release. 

With additional park ame-
nities like onsite maintenance 
crews during tournaments, 

electricity at all fields, emer-
gency first aid kits, food truck 
areas, and the ability to sell 
merchandise onsite, Patriot 
Park North is anticipated to be 
a lucrative investment for the 
county.

The Park has 26 events, 
including tournaments host-
ing 20 to 70 teams, booked 
between now and November. 
Each event is expected to net 
between $162,000 to more 
than $1 million. Based on the 
county’s sports tourism calcu-
lator, each team has on aver-
age 15 athletes, three coaches, 
two family members per ath-
lete, one umpire and a staff 
member on the field. 

Revenue generated from 
these events during this period 
are projected to surpass $11 
million-relatively small num-
bers considering the impact of 
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NOVA Lions
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pitches a perfect 
game   
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A man with untreated 
schizophrenia was 

arraigned Tuesday on charges 
of attacking three women with 
a metal baseball bat, and he’s 
now facing a federal charge as 
well. Two of the women were 
staffers for Congressman Ger-
ry Connolly and work in his 
Fairfax office.

City of Fairfax Police re-
sponded to the active assault at 
10:49 a.m. May 15. A video 
circulating on social media 
showed the suspect chasing 
a woman through a yard on 
Point Pleasant Drive in the 
Greenbrier subdivision in Fair-
fax while wielding a metal bat 
approximately 30 minutes be-
fore the attack on the congress-
man’s office.

An investigation revealed 
that the suspect, Xuan-Kha 
Tran Pham, 49, of Fairfax, 
entered the office and assault-
ed two Congressional staff-
ers with the bat. One of the 
staffers, an intern, had just 
started working in the office 
that day. The two staffers re-
ceived non-life threatening 
injuries and were transported 
to a local hospital.  One police 
officer also sustained a minor 
injury and received medical 
treatment.  Connolly was not 
in the office at the time of the 
assaults. Pham was taken into 

police custody on scene within 
five minutes of police receiv-
ing the call.

According to a news re-
lease from the U.S. Attorney’s 
office, at the time of the attack 
a member of Connolly’s staff 
(Victim 1) was showing a 
new intern (Victim 2) how to 
complete administrative tasks. 
Using the bat, Pham allegedly 
struck Victim 1 on the head, 
causing her to fall to the floor, 
and struck Victim 2 in the ribs. 
He then returned to hitting 
Victim 1, allegedly saying, 
“I’m going to kill you” and 
“you’re going to die.” Victim 
1 estimated that the defendant 
struck her approximately eight 
times. At one point thereaf-
ter, Pham was allegedly heard 
yelling, “Gerry,” and that he 

wanted to “talk to Connolly” 
as he destroyed items in the 
office with his bat.

“Right now, our focus is 
on ensuring they [his staff-
ers] are receiving the care 
they need. We are incredibly 
thankful to the City of Fairfax 
Police Department and emer-
gency medical professionals 
for their quick response,” said 
Connolly in a statement issued 
Tuesday. “I have the best team 
in Congress. My District Of-
fice Staff make themselves 
available to constituents and 
members of the public every 
day. The thought that someone 
would take advantage of my 
staff’s accessibility to commit 
an act of violence is uncon-
scionable and devastating.”

Connolly said that his 
staffers have both been re-
leased from the hospital, but 
noted that “their journey to-
ward emotional healing has 
only just begun. Their well-
being is my highest priority 
now.”

The Criminal Investiga-
tions Division investigated the 
case and obtained warrants for 
one count of felony aggravat-
ed malicious wounding and 
malicious wounding. Pham 
was transported to the Fair-
fax County Adult Detention 
Center where he is being held 
without bond pending a July 
17 hearing. The federal charge 
is assault of an employee of 
the United States engaged in 
the performance of official 
duties, which inflicted bodily 
injury. That charge was filed 
in federal court in Alexandria 
Wednesday. 

After his Tuesday hearing, 
Pham was also charged with 
destruction of property and a 
hate crime stemming from the 
incident in his neighborhood, 
in which he allegedly asked 
the woman, “Are you white?” 
He then smashed her car wind-
shield.

At this time, no motive 
has been determined.  The 
City of Fairfax Police are coor-
dinating with the U.S. Capitol 
Police and the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation’s Washington 
Field Office.

Pham also had charges 

stemming from assault on a 
police officer in January 2022 
which were not prosecuted in 
exchange for an agreement 
that he would participate 
in mental health treatment. 
Those charges were assault 
on a law enforcement officer, 
three counts disarming a law 
enforcement officer of his stun 
gun, and one count of obstruc-
tion/resisting arrest. 

“This case highlights the 
need to strike a balance in 
our criminal justice system 
between mental health treat-
ment and protecting our soci-
ety from violent offenders,” 
said Democrat candidate for 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Ed Nuttall during a WJLA 
forum Tuesday night. He said 
the county’s current Diversion 
First Program would have 
helped this alleged attacker. 

“That didn’t happen in 
2022,” said Nuttall. “What 
happened was he was given 
no probation, I’m not sure 
what services he was given; he 
was not included in the men-
tal health docket in Fairfax.” 
Nuttall said that nine months 
later all charges were dropped 
and called it a disservice to 
both the alleged attacker and 
the community, noting that 
Pham did not get the proper 
treatment.

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Steve Descano’s office did 
not respond to queries by the 
time of publication.
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Are your kids 
ready to be home 

alone?   
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Come dancing 
with artist JP 

Muller
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Fairfax man charged in baseball bat attacks
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