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Tysons shooting suspect 
turns himself in

By Taylor Brokesh
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Gov. Glenn Youngkin 

signed the state bud-

get on June 21 after introduc-

ing approximately 30 addi-

tional amendments last week. 

The state legislature 

delivered on some of his 

amendments, such as one 

expanding “lab schools” — 

which are K-12 schools that 

partner with public four-year 

colleges with teacher-training 

programs — that passed with a 

tie-breaking vote by Lt. Gov. 

Winsome Earle-Sears, and 

one redirecting $10 million 

in funds for undocumented 

college students to HBCUs. 

But it did not pass others, 

such as one that would have 

enacted a three-month gas tax 

holiday, and one that would 

prohibit abortions in cases 

of “incapacitating” fetal de-

formities to be covered by 

Medicaid.

“Everyday we go to work 

to make Virginians recognize 

that prosperity is there for 

the taking,” Youngkin said 

at his budget signing event in 

Glen Allen. “We want to be a 

Commonwealth of opportuni-

ty, and it is happening.”

Proposing around 30 

amendments to the budget is 

an average number for most 

recent governors, said State 

Sen. Chap Petersen (D-Fair-

fax). The budget has been a 

hotly debated issue for sev-

eral months, and the deal 

comes just in time to avoid 

a government shutdown, as 

the new fiscal year begins on 

July 1. This budget will be 

in effect until January 2023, 

when it will be updated based 

on revenues, Petersen said.

A few other provisions 

that made it through the state 

legislature were one that elim-

inates the state tax of 2.5 per-

cent on groceries and some 

personal hygiene products 

for 2023. Local taxes will 

still apply. One slightly more 

contentious amendment that 

passed is the earned sentence 

credits amendment, which 

bars inmates with mixed 

sentences — sentences for 

both violent and nonviolent 

offenses — ineligible to earn 

credits for good behavior if 

they were convicted after Jan. 

1, 1995, meaning around 550 

imprisoned Virginians set to 

be released on July 1 will no 

longer be released that day.

A few amendments, 

introduced in the Republi-

can-controlled House, were 

passed by, meaning they were 

not brought to a vote. One of 

these included an amendment 

that would have made it a 

felony to protest outside of a 

courthouse or judge’s home 

in order to influence their de-

cision-making in the judicial 

process. Another amendment 

that was passed by would 

have created a program at the 

University of Virginia that fo-

cused on democracy and the 

Constitution.

An additional amendment 

that wasn’t passed would 

have reallocated per-pupil 

funding in public schools to 

lab schools whenever a stu-

dent enrolled.

“I was happy to support 

amendments which increased 

salaries for state law enforce-

ment, as well as the attor-

ney general’s staff.  I also 

supported the Governor’s 

amendment which requires 

our colleges and universities 

to develop a policy on ‘aca-

demic freedom,’ so we can 

protect free speech and aca-

demic inquiry on campus,” 

Petersen said.

“This budget delivers on 

all the things we know we 

must do, and yet, there’s still 

work to be done,” Youngkin 

said. “This afternoon, we 

will go to work to deliver all 

of the things that Virginians 

know we need in order to 

be the best place to live and 

work and raise a family.”
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hope that this one week of camp 

inspires them long-term to keep 

volunteering,” said Kids Give Back Exec-

utive Director Denise Gavilan. The local 

nonprofit just wrapped up its first camp 

session for this summer. The second and 

final summer volunteer camp for the year 

is scheduled July 11-14.

Each summer volunteer camp is open to 

kids ages 6 to 12. They work on volunteer 

projects each day, learn about needs in the 

community from local leaders, and develop 

teamwork skills. Children who are 13 and 

older can return as camp counselors. This 

year they had one 14-year-old and a few 

16-year-olds as counselors.

“We learned to bring on a teacher, scale 

Weeklong 
camp for a 
lifetime of 

community 
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P anic ensued on June 18 at 
Tysons Corner Center after 

shots were fired. No one was injured 

by gunfire, but at least three people 

were treated for injuries sustained 

while fleeing the mall, according to 

Executive Deputy Chief Brian Riley 

of the Fairfax County Police.

The suspect, Noah Settles, 22, 

was identified after police scoured 

hundreds of security cameras. Set-

tles, also known as D.C. area rapper 

No Savage, turned himself in at the 

Fairfax County Jail Wednesday. He 

faces charges of attempted malicious 

wounding, discharging a weapon into 

an occupied building and use of a fire-

arm in commission of a felony.

Police say that Settles displayed 

a firearm and fired multiple rounds, 

allegedly near the Peloton store on 

the second level of the mall, during a 

dispute with another group. The dis-

pute was potentially between two rival 

gangs, police say. He allegedly fled 

the mall in a black Cadillac with D.C. 

plate number GK0174.

Videos posted to Twitter on Sat-

urday showed crowds of people run-

ning through parking garages and out 

of stores. Others sheltered in place in 

the mall after employees locked up 

their stores. 

The mall remained on lockdown 

after patrons fled to allow for police to 

interview witnesses, gather evidence 

and allow people sheltering in the mall 

to leave safely. Tysons Corner Center 

reopened to the public on June 19 at 

11 a.m.

Fairfax County Chief of Police 

Kevin Davis, said at a news confer-

ence that after recent shootings in 

Uvalde, Texas and Buffalo, N.Y., po-

lice training for active shooter events 

have increased drastically.

“We join thousands of police de-

partments around the country as we 

prepare for acts of violence, a.k.a. 

active shootings,” he said. “It’s hap-

pening at a relentless rate, it seems, 

across this country, and it can happen 

anywhere.”
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Nonprofit Kids Give 
Back teaches kids about 

volunteering
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