
F airfax County Police 2nd Lt. Roger Hen-

riquez has been friends with Armstrong 

Elementary Kindergartener Vivienne (Vivy) since 

she was 18 months old. Henriquez caught Vivy’s 

attention while filling in as a crossing guard at the 

school when they were short-staffed.

“Sometimes police officers are … not going 

to be the most engaged,” Henriquez said, but he 

was friendly with Vivy and her older sisters as their 

mom Mandy walked them to school in 2018.

For a Girl Scout outing, Mandy took her troop 

and her daughters to the Reston District Station 

where Henriquez worked at the time. Mandy chat-

ted with Henriquez about seeing him at the crossing 

a few times and mentioned her youngest daughter 

Vivy.

“[Vivy] started asking her mom about this par-

ticular officer and she wanted to know who it was,” 

Henriquez recounted. “It wasn’t just [any] police 

officer. … Once she found out who I was, she kept 

asking her mom about me.”

Mandy began passing along letters and cards 

from Vivy to Henriquez at the Reston station. Hen-

riquez invited the whole family to the station and 

gave them a tour. He remained in contact with the 

Parents of a disabled 

Fairfax County Public 

Schools (FCPS) student filed a 

class action lawsuit against The 

Fairfax County School Board 

and the Virginia Department of 

Education (VDOE) for violating 

the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA).

In the complaint, the plain-

tiffs are asking for a declaration 

that the hearing officer system 

“deprives families of procedur-

al due process … by failing to 

supply knowledge and impartial 

hearing offices who meet the 

[federal law] requirements.”

The parents, Trevor and 

Vivian Chaplick, feel they have 

taken every action available to 

them to assist their son who faces 

challenges with autism, attention 

deficit hyperactivity disorder 

(ADHD), Tourette’s syndrome, 

encephalopathy, adjustment dis-

order with anxiety, and distur-

bance of conduct, as well as an 

undetermined intellectual disabil-

ity.

Additionally, their son strug-

gles with near-daily aggressive 

behaviors which affect himself 

and others around him.

As a result, his parents work 

with an Applied Behavioral 

Analysis (ABA) therapist and 

have taken the necessary steps to 

obtain an Individualized Educa-

tion Plan (IEP), as is guaranteed 

to them by the IDEA.

However, upon his accep-

tance into a special education 

program in FCPS, he struggled 

to advance behaviorally and aca-

demically, which encouraged his 

parents to seek other options.

After consulting with some 

of the top medical profession-

als specializing in autism, they 

decided to enroll their son in a 

residential educational facility 

known as Grafton Integrated 

Health Network’s Integrated 

Residential/Education Program 

in Winchester.

Upon filing for a Free Ap-

propriate Public Education 

(FAPE) application with FCPS, 

the parents’ recommendation 

was denied by the county which 

claimed that their son was appro-

priately placed in his current set-

ting, according to the suit.

Parents who feel their child 

has not received the proper care 

needed for their special needs 

have the right to file a due pro-

cess case under IDEA, but while 

preparing to levy this challenge, 

an FCPS social worker expressed 

doubt regarding their efforts.

“As they prepared to chal-

lenge the FCPS’s decisions, [the 

child]’s parents were warned 

by an FCPS social worker who 

told them they should not bother 

because they ‘would lose,” read 

court documents.

Astonished by this com-

ment, his parents proceeded with 

their challenge only to find out 

through obtaining a Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA) request 

how common it is for families 

to lose due process cases of this 

nature.

“Through their FOIA re-

quests, D.C.’s parents learned 

that from 2010 through July 2021 

less than 1 percent of parents who 

initiated a due process hearing 
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Special needs students’ parents 
file suit against FCPS and VDOE

By Collin Cope
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Last year, on Sept. 28, 

2021, Democratic 

gubernatorial candidate Ter-

ry McAuliffe, stood on a de-

bate stage and said, “I don’t 

think parents should be tell-

ing schools what they should 

teach,” catalyzing a viral 

moment that, political ana-

lysts say, not only galvanized 

parents to elect Republican 

Gov. Glenn Youngkin but also 

sparked a national political de-

bate with ripples to this day. 

The debate, a year later, 

is marked with 33,535 com-

ments posted in just two days 

since Sept. 26 when the Vir-

ginia Department of Education 

(VDOE) opened an online 

forum that seeks the view of 

the public on a proposed pol-

icy that schools do not have 

the right to keep secrets from 

parents about the gender pro-

nouns, bathrooms and locker 

rooms their children want to 

use. The comment period is 

open for 30 days. 

As with the gubernatorial 

debate last year, analysts say, 

the public battlelines in this 

week’s battle are again large-

ly divided according to party 

lines and serve as a harbin-

ger of political fault lines in 

the 2022 midterm elections, 

2023 local, school board and 

state lawmaker elections and 

the 2024 presidential elec-

tion. From Fairfax County to 

neighboring Loudoun County, 

northern Virginia has been a 

ground zero for the national 

debate, from issues of opening 

schools to curriculum, library 

books, sexual assault response, 

the datamining of students, so-

called “anti-racism” programs 

and parental rights. 

The battle is now over the 

question of whether schools 

can keep secret from parents a 

decision by students about the 

gender pronoun, name, locker 

room and bathroom they want 

to use. The issue emerges 

among youth who self-describe 

as “transgender” with a differ-

ent gender than the biological 

sex “assigned at birth,” as ac-

tivists describe it. Before leav-

ing office, former Democratic 

Gov. Ralph Northam and his 

Department of Education is-

sued guidelines that instructed 

schools to keep the information 

a secret from parents, if a stu-

dent requested secrecy. 

On Sept. 16, in an order 

that some describe as a “par-

ent’s manifesto,” the Youn-

gkin Administration’s VDOE 

published new guidance that 

said that the information can-

not be kept from parents.

The response – like last 

year’s debate divide – has been 

publicly split largely based on 

party lines.

This week, the official 

social media accounts of the 

Virginia Democratic Party and 

its leaders promoted the asser-

tion of youth rights in a student 

walkout, organized by a Vir-

ginia group, Pride Liberation 

Project that describes itself as 

student-led, while the Repub-

lican Youngkin administration 

took a firm position for paren-

tal rights. 

On Tuesday, with video 

feeds of students walking out 

of four Virginia high schools, 

including John R. Lewis High 

School in Fairfax County Pub-

lic Schools, the official Twitter 

account of the Democratic Par-

ty of Virginia wrote, “Gover-

nor Youngkin messed with the 

wrong generation.” Online, 

Pride Liberation Project di-

rected a request for donations 

to ActBlue, an online fund-

raising arm based in Somer-

ville, Mass., raising money for 

Democratic Party politicians.

Local Democratic state 

Sen. Scott Surovell posted 

photos on social media from 

West Potomac High School, 

applauding the walking out, 

saying he was “standing 

proud” with Virginia Demo-

cratic state Sen. Adam Ebbin 

and “thousands” of students 

against the Youngkin admin-

istration regulations, which he 

called “hateful, ignorant and 

wrong.” 

The next day, on the an-

niversary of McAuliffe’s viral 

moment, Virginia Attorney 

General Jason Miyares posted 

a tweet, saying, “Schools can-

not give children so much as 

an aspirin without parental per-

mission, but apparently they 

now want to change a child’s 

gender without even an e-mail 

notification to parents?”

On the official Virginia 

comment board, it’s clear that 

the debate is very personal to 

respondents on both sides of 

the issue, with advocates for 

the Youngkin plan using sub-

ject lines like, “Grandma sup-

ports,” “As a father of three 

kids, I support this policy” and 

“Allow parents to parent and 

guide.” 

On the other side, oppo-

nents of the policy wrote as 

their subject line, “Oppose 

this barbaric policy,” “OP-

POSE!!!! TRANS KIDS 

HAVE RIGHTS!” and “This 

is an awful thing to do. 

Shame!”

In comment No. 129107, a 

mother, Krista Martin, wrote: 

“LGBT Mom of LGBT Chil-

dren Supports This Measure.” 

She noted, “Let me begin by 

saying that I am an openly gay 

mother of several openly gay 

children that I would give my 

last breath for…I come from 

a long line of teachers myself 

A year later, battle over parental rights defines 
partisan local and national political divide 
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