
As the last leaves fall and the holidays 

rise, it’s the season for home. 

“Volunteering became a great way to get to 

know Northern Virginia, my new home,” said 

Oakton resident Sara Holtz. “You learn so much 

about what the needs are in the community when 

you volunteer.”

While attending the College of William 

& Mary, Holtz applied to the Peace Corps for 

cross-cultural volunteering. She started serving 

as a Peace Corps volunteer in the rural village of 

Togo in August 1995.

“I wanted to be a health volunteer because I 

had volunteered as a youth at the hospital right 

down the street from where I grew up,” Holtz 

said. She worked in a basic health hut with two 

other health volunteers, Henou and Adjoua.

They educated the community on services to 

improve women’s and children’s health, such as 

pre-and antenatal care, labor and delivery, infant 

growth monitoring, family planning, STI preven-

tion, and HIV/AIDS care.

“The welcome that the two volunteers gave 

was so incredible that people … would cross the 

border and even pass another health facility to 

come to the one that was in my village because 

The U.S. Department of 

Education’s Office for 

Civil Rights (OCR) will inves-

tigate allegations of whether 

Fairfax County Public Schools 

(FCPS) inadequately responded 

to incidents of antisemitic ha-

rassment. 

The claims were brought 

against FCPS by United Against 

Antisemitism, a northern Vir-

ginia advocacy organization, 

who initiated the complaint filed 

last January by the Zionist Orga-

nization of America (ZOA) un-

der Title VI of the Civil Rights 

Act.

According to Ilisa St. 

Pierre, co founder of UAA, the 

ZOA sent a letter to the FCPS 

superintendent and school board 

on June 21, 2021 documenting 

years of antisemitic incidents 

and a pattern of school officials 

essentially ignoring it.  The 

ZOA reminded FCPS of their 

Title VI obligations and offered 

them several steps to end the ha-

rassment and prevent it from oc-

curring.  She said FCPS ignored 

the ZOA letter.  

The department said they 

would not investigate allega-

tions regarding tweets made by 

School Board Member Abrar 

Omeish in 2021, which ZOA 

claimed fell under antisemitic 

discrimination. OCR said this 

was because too much time had 

passed since the tweets. 

Omeish tweeted in May 

2021 in support of Palestinians 

during Israel’s conflict with 

Hamas, wishing her followers 

a happy Eid, and added ‘Hurts 

my heart to celebrate while Isra-

el kills Palestinians & desecrates 

the Holy Land right now. Apart-

heid & colonization were wrong 

yesterday and will be today, 

here and there.”

After criticism, she followed 

up with a message pledging en-

gagement with Jewish leaders. 

Several speakers at a school 

board meeting called for her res-

ignation. During the meeting the 

board read a statement saying 

that they stand “against any acts 

of violence and hatred commit-

ted against any person or group 

within our community.” 

“We are pleased that the 

OCR will investigate the antise-
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Impacts to Fairfax 

County water supply 

loom as construction of the 

Prince William Gateway data 

center is said to threaten the 

quality of water in the Occo-

quan Watershed.

Springfield District Su-

pervisor Pat Herrity (R) 

filed a motion to reaffirm 

the county’s commitment to 

protecting the watershed on 

Nov. 1 and commented in 

his weekly newsletter, about 

the construction of the data 

center and the importance of 

protecting the rural environ-

ment.

“While I am reluctant to 

weigh in on issues in other 

jurisdictions, how we handle 

the watershed affects over a 

million Northern Virginians 

who rely on the Occoquan 

Basin for drinking water,” 

said Herrity.

Prior to this, plans to 

construct an all-new data 

center in Prince William 

County, The Prince William 

Gateway, received approval 

from Prince William offi-

cials. Plans for the data cen-

ter began in 2020 and come 

as a proposed response to 

data processing demands in 

the region. The center, lo-

cated between Sudley Road 

and Route 29, is set to pro-

vide further processing of 

data necessary to operate in 

an increasingly technological 

environment.

However, following its 

approval, Prince William 

residents and non-profit ad-

vocacy groups were among 

the first to voice criticisms of 

the development’s environ-

mental impact on surround-

ing protected spaces, such as 

the Occoquan Watershed, as 

well as its impact on the ar-

ea’s rural setting.

In a community hearing 

on Nov. 1, more than 300 

residents levied their criti-

cisms of the project along-

side a letter of opposition 

signed by 32 nonprofit or-

ganizations. However, at the 

end of the hearing, Prince 

William County maintained 

its approval for plans to 

move forward with the data 

center.

Of great concern for Fair-

fax County residents is the 

impact of this development 

on the Occoquan Reservoir.

The Fairfax Water Au-

thority requested in July that 

Prince William County con-

duct a study on the impact 

of the transition from rural 

green spaces to industrial 

space on the quality of water 

available in the watershed.

While Fairfax County 

officials support the local tax 

benefit of the data center in 

the region, a major concern 

for some regards a perceived 

lack of careful study on the 

environmental impact of its 

construction.

“Of particular concern 

is the potential runoff from 

any development causing sa-

lination and sediment levels 

to rise in the Occoquan. I do 

not oppose data centers but 

Plans for Prince William Gateway could 

threaten Fairfax County water supply
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