
Among pandemic passion projects, Thom-

as Jefferson High School for Science 

and Technology (TJHSST) seniors Jaya Gupta 

and Thrisha Sakamuri co-founded Girls and Lit-

erature (GAL) to drive female literacy worldwide 

and at home.

“I’ve always loved reading,” Gupta said. 

She would spend time with her books while her 

parents were at work, and the characters left an 

impact. “Books were also the way that I got ex-

posed to these problems in the world,” she said 

about female literacy issues.

“Something that struck a chord for both of us 

was that girls around the world are still denied 

access to education or given resources that are in 

poor condition,” she added, recalling when she 

and Sakamuri got the idea for GAL.

“Out of everything that could deny somebody 

the ability to get an education, just being born a 

girl was the one that was so shocking,” she said.

Part of their perspective is awareness of their 

own privileges. “When some of that access to ed-

ucation whenever we need it was … more uncer-

tain, we realized that more,” Gupta said regard-

Celebrating the grand 

opening and expansion 

of Beanstalk Farms in Hern-

don, Governor Glenn Youn-

gkin and other state and local 

officials attended a ribbon-cut-

ting ceremony for the vertical 

agriculture business on Sept. 

13.

Aiming to promote the 

continued success of Virginia 

agriculture, one of the state’s 

largest industries, the event 

highlighted one of the most 

recent developments in con-

trolled farm technology and 

sustainable agriculture produc-

tion. The new facility expands 

Beanstalk Farms’ current op-

eration and represents more 

than $2 million of new capital 

investment to a long-vacant 

warehouse facility, in an area 

Fairfax County has targeted for 

development. Beanstalk Farms 

will hire 29 new employees for 

various jobs in the new indoor 

farm and distribution facility.

Founded by brothers Jack 

and Michael Ross, Beanstalk 

Farms aims to encourage the 

natural and fresh production of 

produce for wide audiences of 

consumers. A main motivating 

factor for the two entrepre-

neurs regards the lack of fresh 

produce access for the aver-

age consumer and, given the 

brothers’ own interest in eating 

healthfully coupled with their 

experience in engineering, ver-

tical farming seemed to be the 

perfect fit to encourage clean 

and plentiful harvest.

“Jack and I started Bean-

stalk to build a new food sys-

tem based on locally grown 

fresh produce. We’ve come 

a long way from our time at 

UVA, and we are honored to 

be celebrating this achieve-

ment with the people who 

helped us get here,” said 

Beanstalk Farms Co-Founder 

and CEO Mike Ross. “With 

MUSIC:

JOYFULLY

TOGETHER AT

WOLF TRAP

Page B1

THIS WEEK INSIDE:

ADOBE STOCK

Demand for 

mental health 

crisis intervention 

outpaces County 

resources

SEE PAGE A7

WWW.FAIRFAXTIMES.COM VOL. 135, ISSUE NO. 36 Friday - Sunday, SEPTEMBER 16 - 18, 2022

Saturday - Mostly Sunny High: 83°  Low: 59°

VibesBY JAYA PATIL • Fairfax County Times

High-tech, home-grown 
farm opens in Herndon

By Collin Cope 

FAIRFAX COUNTY TIMES

The man arrested 

for offenses on and 

around the W&OD Trail is 

an undocumented immigrant 

who has been deported three 

times, an Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

spokesman told FOX5DC.

The 42-year-old native 

of Honduras, was found by 

detectives from the Fairfax 

County Police Department’s 

Fugitive Track and Appre-

hension Unit at a business 

in the 1000 block of Elden 

Street in Herndon and took 

him into custody Sept. 8.

ICE told Lindsay Watts 

of FOX5 that they lodged 

detainers with FCPD so they 

would be notified in the event 

that the suspect, Juan Rodri-

guez Alfaro, was released. 

However, FCPD has a policy 

to not cooperate with ICE.

After receiving a phone 

call Sept. 6 from the U.S. 

Marshal’s Service Fugitive 

Task Force asking for assis-

tance in locating and arrest-

ing a subject who was wanted 

on charges in another state. 

Herndon detectives deter-

mined that the suspect lived 

in the Fairfax County part of 

Herndon, not the Town of 

Herndon. The next day, U.S. 

Marshals advised Herndon 

Police Department detectives 

that the suspect they were 

looking for may possibly be 

the suspect who was wanted 

in the sexual battery and the 

indecent exposure incidents in 

Herndon and Fairfax County, 

according to Herndon Police 

Chief Maggie DeBoard.

Rodriguez Alfaro had 

an outstanding warrant for 

attempted rape and sexual 

assault for an incident in Suf-

folk County, N.Y. that hap-

pened nearly a year ago. He 

moved to Fairfax County in 

approximately January, ac-

cording to Lt. Ryan Lazisky, 

assistant commander of the 

FCPD Violent Crimes Divi-

sion.

A day later the Herndon 

PD Communications Center 

received a call from a victim 

which provided information 

and a description of the sus-

pect which was identical to 

two other incidents in Hern-

don, said DeBoard. That 

event had occurred Aug. 14, 

but had not been reported 

previously. The victim had 

recorded the encounter on her 

phone  and provided the re-

cording to the police. Based 

on the information provided, 

Herndon Police and FCPD 

detectives were able to deter-

mine that Rodriguez Alfaro 

was indeed the subject in the 

W&OD Trail cases.

Subsequently, warrants 

were obtained to charge Ro-

driguez Alfaro with some of 

those incidents, according to 

DeBoard, who said that there 

is still significant investiga-

tive work to be done in the 

case. She said that the Hern-

don PD had received as many 

as eight reports in their juris-

diction.

FCPD detectives execut-

ed a search warrant Sept. 9 at 

Rodriguez Alfaro’s home in 

Herndon. They collected ev-

idence which connected him 

to incidents which happened 

July 20, Aug. 14 and 18. In 

those incidents a man was 

seen naked and ran away. 

Detectives then charged the 

suspect with three counts of 

indecent exposure. Since he 

was arrested, they obtained 

additional charges including 

indecent exposure, peep-

ing, unlawful entry and two 

counts of obscene sexual dis-

play.

In a Sept. 12 press con-

ference, Lazisky said that 

they are aware of incidents 

dating back as far as July 15, 

but there may be more. He 

said they’re currently looking 

at a total of 13 cases in Fair-

fax County, bringing the total 

to 21 cases. The lieutenant 

said Rodriguez Alfaro would 

face charges here while he’s 

awaiting extradition to New 

York, and added that he has 

a lengthy arrest record.

“This is a good success 

story where we’re collaborat-

ing with federal partners as 

well as our neighboring juris-

dictions,” said Lazisky. “We 

know that we were all out 

there on the trail, handing out 

flyers, canvassing, talking to 

the community. It feels good 

to be able to say you can feel 

safe again walking that path.”

Detectives continue to 

review evidence to confirm 

Rodriguez Alfaro’s involve-

ment in other cases. Anyone 

with information can contact 

the FCPD at 703-246-7800, 

option 3.

Rodriguez Alfaro is being 

held in the Fairfax County 

Adult Detention Center with-

out bond.
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