
When you think about getting involved 

with nature, it’s natural to imagine 

sunshine giving way to lush forests. Instead, the 

Plant NOVA Trees Coordinators Margaret Fisher 

and Heidi Allen say that winter is the best time to 

get out with the trees.

Plant NOVA Trees is a subset of the Plant 

NOVA Natives campaign. Plant NOVA Natives 

is about “trying to change the landscape and cul-

ture of Northern Virginia so that it starts support-

ing wildlife,” Fisher said–and trees support that 

wildlife.

They launched the Plant NOVA Trees drive 

in September 2021 “to focus on the planting and 

preservation of trees,” Fisher said. “We realized 

how important the preservation part was.”

“A young tree takes a while before it can do 

what an older tree can do,” Allen said.

“One of the main ways we’re losing trees 

is from invasive vines and other invasive plants 

killing the trees,” Fisher explained. Plant NOVA 

Trees involves identifying trees at risk with in-

vasive vines and plants. “This is a really good 

wintertime activity because you don’t have quite 

the risk and it’s a lot easier to identify some of 

those native versus non-native vines,” Allen said.

Some McLean parents 
are expressing concerns 

about a homeless man who 

sleeps in the McLean Commu-

nity Center (MCC) while their 

children are attending classes in 

the facility. Not only are they 

worried for the safety of their 

children, but they’re also voic-

ing that they don’t believe the 

man is getting services that he 

needs.

At the end of September one 

mother, who asked to remain 

anonymous, emailed County of-

ficials to alert them to the situa-

tion. She said Evan Braff, acting 

MCC director called her imme-

diately. None of the other offi-

cials responded, until more than 

a month later when she received 

an email from Dranesville Dis-

trict Supervisor John Foust.

“I learned that this particular 

individual is often at MCC, has 

been confrontational, and likely 

has some mental health issues,” 

she said in her email. She said 

that staff was uncomfortable 

speaking out on the matter, but 

she had been told that the man 

does act aggressive when he 

is approached, and especially 

when he is asked to leave at 

night. The mother stressed a 

strong belief for helping those in 

need but she explained that she 

does not think the MCC is the 

place to fill that need. 

“The MCC does not have 

the resources or staff to help 

someone in this position, nor 

do they have the security nec-

essary to protect minor children 

who are using the community 

center,” she said. She request-

ed that families be notified im-

mediately and that the center 

commit to additional security or 

put in place policies to have the 

problem resolved. None of those 

things have happened, she said.

Another mother dropping 

her child off said that a front 

desk attendant told her that they 

are aware of the man and that 

his being there is “an arrange-

ment.” She said to her knowl-

edge the man has been there for 

several weeks.

“I would like to see the 

community help this man by 

providing him services – shel-

ter, clothing, job training and 

medical attention,” she said, 

describing that the man’s feet 

are swollen. “But those are not 

services provided by the Com-

munity Center. Allowing him to 

sleep in the Community Center 

isn’t helping him and it’s not cre-

ating a healthy environment for 

our community.”

“Sleeping in places such as 

MCC is not prohibited,” said 

Braff. “The McLean Communi-

ty Center is a public building and 

all members of the community 

are welcome, just as they are at 

other Fairfax County government 

facilities.” Braff said that safety 

and security of MCC patrons 

is a top priority and that staff 

members monitor the center at 

all times during business hours. 

“If there were an incident where 
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Parents express concern 
with homeless in MCC

By Madison Schofield
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The Fairfax County 

Board of Supervisors 

Legislative Committee an-

nounced its priorities for the 

2023 legislative program. 

“Much of the program 

remains the same,” explained  

Braddock District Supervisor 

James Walkinshaw, chairman 

of the committee during a pub-

lic hearing. “Especially with 

respect to our fundamental 

priorities.” 

The November 1 draft of 

the legislative agenda indi-

cates the Board of Supervisors 

views education to be their 

highest priority. 

The committee aims to 

increase funding for schools 

with high concentrations of 

English learners, students 

from economically disadvan-

taged households, and students 

receiving special education or 

mental health services. The 

committee also plans to in-

crease funding for early edu-

cation programs and eliminate 

the cap on K-12 support. 

However, some argue that 

an increase in funding will not 

have the positive impact that 

the supervisors hope it will. 

“The supervisors are 

pouring money into a broken 

school system,” said Arthur 

Purves, president of the Fair-

fax County Taxpayers Alli-

ance. “This year FCPS got 

$190 million more to teach 

10,000 fewer students. Since 

before COVID, per-student 

spending has increased 22 

percent, from $15,300 to 

$18,800. Yet, achievement 

is down, and to eliminate in-

equality (“One Fairfax”) the 

school board has lowered 

standards instead of fixing its 

flawed curriculum.” 

According to the Virgin-

ia Department of Education, 

Fairfax County Standards of 

Learning (SOL) test scores 

have risen in the past year, 

with an average pass rate of 

75.8 percent across all sub-

jects. While these scores are 

higher than the state average, 

they still remain lower than 

pre-pandemic scores. 

“The supervisors are float-

ing a 5 percent real estate tax 

hike next year to help fund a 

school system that provides 

no upward mobility for the in-

creasing number of Black and 

Latino students who are now 

nearly half the enrollment. 

For them, public schools are 

transforming America from 

the land of opportunity to the 

land of perpetual poverty,” 

said Purves. 

Scott Spitzer, president of 

the McLean Citizens Associa-

tion disagrees. 

“The Board of Supervisors 

is acting properly in increasing 

funding for K-12 programs,” 

said Spitzer. “Our children are 

our most important commu-

nity asset. This funding will 

help us continue to provide 

high-quality education for all 

our county residents, including 

those in the greater McLean 

area.” 

The committee’s next 

priority is transportation. In-

spired by the recent successful 

opening of the Silver Line, 

the board hopes to restore the 

$102 million of funding that 

was diverted to the Washing-

ton Metropolitan Area Transit 

Authority (WMATA). The re-

claimed funding will be used 

to maintain and repair infra-

structure in the county.

“There is a new line not-

ing completion of the Silver 

Line demonstrates the things 

that can be accomplished if we 

all work together,” said Noelle 

Dominiguez, the legislative li-

aison for the Department of 

Transportation at the Nov. 22. 

Committee meeting. 

“The Commonwealth 

should build upon the suc-

cessful enactment of signifi-

cant transportation revenues 

by the 2013 and 2020 GAs to 

ensure sufficient funding for 

transportation needs, which 

include new projects, state 

road maintenance (encom-

passing improved repaving, 

snow removal, mowing in the 

right-of-way, and stormwater 

management), and continued 

state assistance for local and 

regional transit systems (in-

cluding the Fairfax Connector, 

the Virginia Railway Express, 

and WMATA),” the commit-

tee wrote in their Nov. 1 draft. 

The Board of Supervisors 

is also pursuing initiatives to 

expand its authority, including 

giving the board the ability to 

Education, transportation top BOS 

priorities going into legislative session
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