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 n Oak Hill resident 
turned to advocacy after 
cervical cancer diagnosis

By AngelA Woolsey

FAIRFAX COUNTY TIMES

Breast cancer is the most common 
cancer among American women, accord-
ing to the American Cancer Society, but 
Oak Hill, Va., resident Denielle Nall 
wants to make sure women know it’s not 
the only kind of cancer they might de-
velop.

A year and a half after giving birth to 
twin boys, Nall was diagnosed with cer-
vical cancer. The diagnosis came approx-
imately six months after her annual pap 
smear exam, which came back normal, 
so the news that she had cancer came as 
a shock.

“It took a long time to sink in, weeks 

probably,” Nall said of her October 2012 
diagnosis. “Everything I knew about cer-
vical cancer was that it was slow-grow-
ing, so that wasn’t even on my radar.”

A few months after she had the nor-
mal pap smear, Nall developed abnormal 
bleeding, which prompted her to visit a 
doctor who told her she had an infection. 
However, the symptoms persisted, even 
though she was still getting a normal pap 
smear.

“I knew something was wrong, and I 
pushed,” she said.

Eventually, her doctor performed a 
cervical biopsy, and they found the can-
cer.

While Nall’s pap smear didn’t detect 
her cancer, she tested positive for human 
papillomavirus (HPV), a common sexu-
ally transmitted infection that can lead 
to cervical and other kinds of cancer, 
including cancer of the vagina, penis, 
vulva, anus and throat.

According to the Centers for Disease 

Control, HPV is so common that nearly 
all people who are sexually active get it 
at some point in their lives, though it of-
ten disappears on its own without causing 
any health problems.

The main symptom of HPV is genital 
warts, but the types of HPV that cause 
warts aren’t the same types that cause 
cancer. Symptoms often don’t appear 
right away, and it can take years for can-
cer to develop after an HPV infection.

The American Cancer Society esti-
mates that there were about 12,900 new 
cases of cervical cancer diagnosed and 
4,100 deaths in the U.S. in 2015. While 
cervical cancer used to be among the 
deadliest cancers for American women, 
its death rate has decreased by 50 percent 
over the past 30 years thanks to the in-
creased use of pap smears.

The incidence and death rates for 
cervical cancer seem paltry compared to 
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Oak Hill resident and cervical cancer survivor Denielle Nall joined the non-
profit Cervivor to help raise awareness about the disease and to offer sup-
port to other women who have been diagnosed or survived.

Be your own advocate, says cancer survivor

See SURVIVOR PAGE A-4

 n Snow removal still 
underway as offices, 

schools start to reopen

By AngelA Woolsey

FAIRFAX COUNTY TIMES 

Fairfax County and the rest of the 
Washington, D.C., metropolitan area 
came to a virtual standstill last week-
end as Winter Storm Jonas pummeled 
the East Coast with more than two feet 
of snow in some places.

Government offices, schools and 
even the Metro closed, while county 
officials and emergency personnel 
urged residents to avoid walking or 

driving if possible. 
While the storm system moved out 

of the area on Sunday, cleanup prog-
ress was gradual as crews from the 
Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) worked throughout the week 
to clear public roads.

Most of the region’s schools 
and government offices were closed 
through Tuesday. 

Fairfax County public schools can-
celed on Wednesday and announced 
that they would remain closed for the 
rest of the week before reopening this 
coming Monday. Government offices 
and courts opened Wednesday but 
granted employees unscheduled leave.

After opening for limited but free 
service on Monday, Metro restored ser-

vice to all of its 91 stations Wednesday 
with trains running every eight minutes 
on each line on a slightly modified time 
schedule, according to a release issued 
Tuesday by the Washington Metropoli-
tan Area Transit Authority (WMATA).

“It’s going to be a multiday ef-
fort to try to continue to get the roads 
clear,” Fairfax County police Pfc. 
Tawny Wright said Monday. “There’s 
a lot of snow out there and it’s piled 
high, so…everyone’s out there try-
ing to get it cleaned up as quickly as 
possible so everybody can get back to 
working order.”

The National Weather Service re-
ported Monday that Fairfax County’s 

Fairfax County seeks return 
to normalcy after blizzard
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This scene from an Oak Hill neighborhood was indicative of what many county residents endured last 
weekend during Blizzard 2016.

See  SNOW PAGE A-4

Majority of 
area drivers 

satisfied with 
paid express 

lanes
 n Survey shows 75 

percent satisfaction rate

By AngelA Woolsey

FAIRFAX COUNTY TIMES

The majority of local drivers are sat-
isfied with the recently constructed 495 
and 95 express lanes, according to a sur-
vey that polled 1,700 drivers in the Wash-
ington, D.C., metropolitan area.

Conducted in September 2015 by 
the independent D.C.-based firm KRC 
Research, the survey cited a 75 percent 
approval rating for both the 495 express 
lanes, which run from Old Dominion 
Road just north of Tyson’s Corner in 
McLean down to Springfield, and the 95 
express lanes, which extend from Staf-
ford County up to where I-395 passes 
over Turkeycock Run in Alexandria.

“We’re very proud of the high rate 
of customer satisfaction,” Transurban 
senior corporate relations associate Mike 
McGurk said. “[That] includes not only 
toll-paying customers, but also people 
carpooling, taking transit, so it’s always 
great to see those high marks.”

Transurban, the private company 
that operates the express lanes as part 
of a public-private partnership with the 
Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT), released the survey results on 

See EXPRESS LANES A-4
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 n Tyson’s company 
founder to appear on 
Friday night’s episode  

of Shark Tank

By AngelA Woolsey

FAIRFAX COUNTY TIMES

For many students and their parents, 
there’s no pressure greater than the pres-
sure to get into college, and doing well on 
standardized tests like the SAT is a key 
component for success.

Shaan Patel, who graduated from the 
University of Southern California in 2011 
and is currently studying for a business 
degree at Yale, wants to help ease some 
of that stress, and now, he’s bringing his 
solution to Fairfax County. Though Pa-
tel’s testing preparation company 2400 
Expert SAT Prep primarily offers online 
courses, it will open an office in Tyson’s 
Corner on Tuesday.

“Parents they often want a physical 
location rather than signing them up for 
an online course,” Patel said. “We get a 
lot of students in the Fairfax area enroll-
ing in our online classes…That area has 
very academically-minded parents and 
students looking to get into great colleges 
and win scholarships, so that’s really our 
target demographic.”

Facing 
the 

sharks
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A scene from tonight’s upcoming 
Shark Tank television show.


