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SOUP, SALADS, WRAPS 
& SANDWICHES

Courtesy EWSD

The Essex Westford School District 
(EWSD) Board would like to wel-

come everyone to the most wonder-
ful time of the year--budget season! 
Each year at this time, the Board 
and administration begin the pro-
cess of building the budget for the 
next calendar year. The budget focus 
for FY21 is education equity and stu-
dent achievement. Educational equity 
means that “every student has access 

to the educational resources and rigor 
they need at the right moment in their 
education across race, gender, lan-
guage, disability, sexual orientation, 
family background and/or family in-
come” (MTSS 2019 Field Guide).

Student achievement means “all” 
students. EWSD currently has an 
achievement gap--as its students who 
are white and do not live in poverty 
perform better in school and on state 

EWSD to start discussion on FY21 budget

Essex swarms into 2020’s win column
Hornets waste no time in garnering victories

The Essex High athletics teams started 2020 with a 
slew of wins across the board.  See page 10

By MICHELLE MONROE

Reporter Staff 

A copper turtle weather vane dedi-
cated to the memory of Alicia 

Shanks, a second-grade teacher at Es-
sex Elementary School who was mur-
dered in 2006, has been stolen.

The turtle sat atop a gazebo at the 
school.

Essex Police were alerted to the theft 
on Sunday at 1:30 p.m. 

According to the police, tracks in the 
snow made it clear that the vane had 
been taken that Friday or Saturday. 
Anyone with information about the 
theft is asked to contact the Essex Po-
lice Dept. at (802)878-8331.

Shanks, who was killed in a shoot-
ing at the school in 2006, was a be-
loved teacher. 

It was clear that the vane had been 
taken sometime in the past two days 

Turtle dedicated to Alicia Shanks stolen
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