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Visit us for all your American bar and grill favorites!

BEER, BURGERS
& WINGS!

By MIKE NOSEK

Staff Writer

The Essex Rotary Club has made 
the 2020 selections for its annual 

awards which honor individuals for 
community service and their dedica-
tion to living the Rotary motto of “Ser-
vice above self.”

Four of the accolades go to repre-
sentatives from public service organi-
zations while the last goes to another 
model member of the community. All 
5 will be recognized at the Rotary’s 
dinner--set to take place Feb. 12 at 
The Essex.

Receiving the club’s coveted Es-
sex Rotary Service above Self award 
is Valerie Gabert, coordinator of the 
Heavenly Food Pantry at the First 

Congressional Church. Public service 
honorees are Lt. Ken Beaulieu (Es-
sex Police Department, ret.), Assistant 
Chief Tim Wear (Essex Junction Fire 
Department), senior paramedic Mike 
O’Keefe (Essex Rescue), and Lt. James 
Marshall (Essex Town Fire Depart-
ment).

Gabert is being honored for her 
leadership and vision for the food 
pantry as a volunteer over the last 10 
years. She works to help with food in-
securities in Vermont--looking to ex-
pand the reach of services to include 
schools, senior centers, and other 
organizations. Gabert, who has been 
the pantry’s coordinator for the last 8 

Essex Rotary selects 2020 
‘Service above Self ’ honorees
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Fourth-grade students from Found-
ers Memorial School (FMS) re-

cently had the amazing opportunity 
to visit the Vermont State House and 
speak with legislators about an issue 
they deemed extremely important.

The trip to Montpelier coincided 
with the state’s Jan. 15 Homelessness 
Awareness Day with the fourth grad-
ers advocating for increased funding 
and support for Vermont’s homeless 
population.

“We believe that if we can stop 
homelessness in Vermont, we 
might be able to stop homelessness 

Essex students raise concerns about 
homelessness with state leaders
Founders Memorial fourth graders journey to statehouse
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FMS fourth graders visit the Vermont 

State House during Homelessness 

Awareness Day
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With town votes right around the corner, the Town 
and Village board races are starting to take shape.

In March 2020, two seats on the Essex Selectboard will 
be up for election--those currently being held by Max 
Levy and Andy Watts.

Watts has announced his plan to run once again while 
Levy will be stepping away after spending 12 years on the 
board.

Levy will be finishing his fourth three-year term over 
the next few months. During his tenure, he spent five 
years as the selectboard’s chair and another five as its 
vice chair.

“It is time for new energy on the board and for me to 
move on to other opportunities,” Levy said. “It has been 
an honor and pleasure to serve the entire community of 
Essex as a Selectboard member for the past 12 years.”

Levy said he plans to do more traveling with his wife, 
Alison--a sixth-grade English teacher at Essex Middle 
School who is set to retire this summer. Levy is also going 
to spend time volunteering nationally with the Red Cross 
and locally in the community. He is already stepping into 
the latter--being on the Essex Rotary’s board as the presi-
dent elect for 2021.

“Max Levy has been a strong and dedicated member 
of the selectboard for 12 years,” said Elaine Haney--se-
lectboard chair. “He staunchly supported the needs and 
wants of the residents of the entire town and consistently 

Levy not seeking reelection to selectboard

Max Levy listens to discussion about recreation at a joint 

selectboard and trustees meeting in this Reporter file 
photo.
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