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Good Evening

By Zach hacker

zach@emporia.com

It’s no secret to most drivers in 
the Midwest that cold tempera-
tures can wreak havoc on a vehi-
cle’s battery.

It’s common when the mercury 
dips to near or below zero to get 
the dreaded “ticking” sound, the 
one a car makes when the ignition 
is turned but there isn’t enough 
power to start it. The cold not 
only can slow down chemical re-
actions within the battery, it also 
slows the flow of oil through the 
engine, which means more power 
is required to get it started.

According to Dennis Willroth 
of Flint Hills Battery, Inc., 615 
Graham St., most vehicle bat-

teries will last 4 - 5 years. Older 
batteries, however, are more sus-
ceptible to the effects of extreme 
cold or heat.

“You’re gonna find out the 
thing ’s  gonna 
turn over slug-
gish or it doesn’t 
have any dura-
tion or you come 
out and it doesn’t 
have the min-
ute rating that 
it used to have,” 
Willroth said. 
“It’s just age that 
wears on plates 
and the rest of that kind of stuff.”

Willroth has been in business 
for nearly 36 years. These days, 
his business consists almost en-

tirely of selling and working on 
batteries. Though, that wasn’t al-
ways the case.

“(The) First, probably, at least 
25 years I worked on about any-

thing I could 
trying to make 
business go; you 
gotta do what 
you gotta do,” he 
said. “The last 
several years I’ve 
just been mess-
ing with my own 
stuff rather than 
doing mechanic 
work.”

He has noticed changes to bat-
teries and the makeup of vehicles 
during his time in the business 
which have impacted how well 

batteries can weather extreme 
temps.

One example, he noted, is that 
by the time the battery light on 
the dash comes on — if it all — 
it’s probably not even the battery 
at fault.

“Most of the vehicles anymore 
don’t even have a gauge on the 
dash,” Willroth said. “If you have 
a light come on on the dash saying 
a battery, it basically means the al-
ternator.”

The brand of the battery also 
makes a difference in terms of 
how much energy it will produce 
— and how much of a toll it takes 
due to the weather.

Willroth said each battery 

By Lydia kautZ

lydia@emporia.com

Days later, Emporian Danny 
Giefer still hears the sound of the 
man’s body hitting the floor.

He was present Saturday when 
36-year-old TSA worker Robert 
Henry committed suicide in front 
of hundreds of people by throwing 
himself off a 10th floor balcony at 
the Hyatt Regency, falling into the 
atrium of Orlando International 
Airport.

Giefer had just gone with his 
family to Disney World. He, his 
wife, his children, and his grand-
children were in the airport going 

through TSA when Giefer heard 
yelling and looked up.

“All at once, you heard scream-
ing off to my left — ‘No, no!’’” 
he said. “You just automatically 
glance over and there was a body 
up in the air. Just had jumped. I 
caught (a glimpse of) him just as 
he had jumped and he was tum-

bling head over heels.”
It was surreal, he said — like 

watching someone fall in a dream.
“It’s hard to process that it’s a 

body coming down,” Giefer said. 
“He wasn’t screaming or anything. 
He was just flat out … It seemed 
like he was in the air forever.”

He didn’t see Henry strike the 
floor, but he heard it echo through 
the atrium.

“It was like a big boom,” Giefer 
said.

TSA employees quickly ush-
ered the crowd away, not realizing 

Emporian witnessed Florida TSA worker’s suicide
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People wait to get through security at the Orlando International 
Airport on Saturday.
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Emporian Danny Giefer snapped a photo of the balcony from which 
former TSA employee Robert Henry jumped to his death Saturday 
at Orlando International Airport.

“But taking care of other people 
is what we need to be doing as 

human beings.”

DANNY GIEFER,
Emporian

Cold weather, age of vehicle can impact battery performance
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Dennis Willroth of Flint Hills Battery Inc., works on a vehicle in his shop at 615 Graham St. Extreme temperatures — both cold and hot — 
can adversely effect a battery’s performance.

“Normal situation is, you 
have to have enough (power) 
for the motor and the rest of 

the stuff, a little bit extra.”

DENNIS WILLROTH,
Flint Hills Battery owner

KEEPING A 
CHARGE

Please see Airport, Page 3

Please see Battery, Page 3
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Former Emporia State Uni-
versity President Michael 
Shonrock told the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch’s Tony Messen-
ger Wednesday that he expects 
to be fired as soon as Friday.

According to Messenger, he 
has no idea why.

Shonrock was ESU’s pres-
ident from Jan. 3, 2012 until 
May 29, 2015. He was popular 
among students and commu-
nity members before leaving 
to become the president of 
Lindenwood University in St. 
Charles, Missouri, a suburb of 
St. Louis.

Messenger reported on 
Wednesday that Shonrock 
learned he had been placed on 
paid administrative leave Tues-
day in a letter from Lindenwood 
Board of Trustees Chairman J. 
Michael Conoyer.

“He’s given me no rea-
son why,” Shonrock told the 
Post-Dispatch. “The letter 
doesn’t describe any rationale 
at all.”

Lindenwood administrators 
and spokespeople told Messen-
ger that they could not com-
ment due to it being a person-
nel matter.

The Lindenwood Board of 
Trustees — many of whom 
Shonrock told Messenger he 
doesn’t believe knew about the 
attempt to oust him — meets 
on Friday afternoon.
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