
The votes have been tabulated 
and the results are in. The winners 
of The Gazette’s 16th Annual 
Readers’ Choice awards have 
been selected according to what 
Gazette readers have chosen as 
their favorites.

The Readers’ Choice results 
acknowledge specific people and 
businesses — as chosen by the 
community — who are great at 
what they do, and show it. 

The results are based solely 
on the opinions of customers, 

and the survey reflects 
service they’ve received 
or experienced with 
the specific people or 
businesses.    

Readers voted for what 
they viewed as the “best” 
in four areas: Goods and 
Services, Shopping, Food 
and Drink and Best in the 
Business.

The votes, which were tallied 
by the Emporia Senior Center 
volunteers, are from Gazette 

readers in Lyon County 
as well as from Chase, 

Morris, Greenwood, Osage 
and Coffey counties. 

The winners for each 
listing receive a certificate 
of recognition and can 
adver t ise  themselves 
throughout the year as 

“Emporia Gazette Readers’ 
Choice Winners” in their 

specific category. 
The survey creates competition 

and incentives for businesses 

and residents to go beyond their 
expectations and become favorites 
in the hearts of many residents.

It is used to get the community 
and surrounding areas involved 
in recognizing businesses, 
organizations, events and people 
who make this area a better place 
to live, work and play. It may also 
introduce you to a “best” that you 
never tried before.

The Gazette congratulates all 
the winners in this year’s edition 
of Readers’ Choice Awards.  
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16TH ANNUAL EMPORIA GAZETTE READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS

Newman Regional Health Congratulates
 Dr. Ryan LaSota and Sarah Fager, RN on receiving  2019 Readers' Choice Awards. Thank you for the passionate, 
quality care that you provide to so many.  Newman Regional Health is lucky to have you as a part of the team as we 

strive to improve health in our communities by providing high quality care.

Please join us Wednesday, August 14th from 12pm - 1pm in Newman Regional Health's 
Conference Center, for a congratulatory reception honoring Dr. Lasota and Sarah. 

Cake and punch will be provided.

Dr. Ryan LaSota 
Newman Regional Health Medical Partners 

Family Medicine

BEST PHYSICIAN BEST NURSE

Sarah Fager, RN Labor & Delivery/Women's Life 
Newman Regional Health

Newman Regional Health • 1201 W 12th Ave • Emporia • 620-343-6800
www.newmanrh.org • @nrhemporia
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BEST SHOPPING
A N T I Q U E  S T O R E

Poehler Mercantile  
Antique Mall

301 Commercial St., Emporia
www.poehlerantiquemall.wixsite.com/emporia

OWNER - Ron Slaymaker
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - The 
Slaymaker family has collected, picked, 
restored, and resold for generations. The 
family traits of having an eye for a great 
discovery continues today. Whether your 
passion is fine antique or primitives, the 
options are endless at Poehler. We would 
also like to thank the staff for their hard 
work in helping to create a positive shopping 
experience for everyone. In addition, 
Poehler would like to thank our dealers and 
consignors for bringing in new items on a 
weekly basis. 

B E S T  S T O R E F R O N T

Sweet Granada
803 Commercial Street, Emporia

www.sweetgranada.com
@sweetgranada

OWNER - Kim Redeker
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Building a 
really good team that loves the business and 
work they do.  We also work hard to make a 
visit to The Sweet Granada and the Emporia 
community a one-of-a-kind experience with 
friendly staff, high-quality product and a 
fun, dynamic environment.  We are sincerely 
proud to be a part of the community 
and love our customers.  It’s details and 
authenticity like this that seem to make us 
successful year after year.  Thank you to 
everyone who supports us!

C A R P E T  A N D  F L O O R  S T O R E

Clark Carpet and Tile

C L E A N E S T  S T O R E 

Radius Brewing Company
610 Merchant St., Emporia

620-208-4677
www.radiusbrewing.com

OWNERS - Jeremy “JJ” Johns, Justin “Gus” 
Bays, Chad Swift
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - For us, it’s 
all about sticking with the idea behind the 
name Radius. Eat local, drink local, support 
local, act local, and most importantly, BE 
local. This is the idea that we built our 
business around. And of course so much 
of our success can be ‘attributed’ to this 
amazing community and the support that we 

have received since Radius became an idea 
years ago. That support has motivated us to 
continue to act and be as local as possible, 
not only as a restaurant and brewery, but 
also as active participants in the ongoing 
growth of the community! Cheers, Emporia, 
and thank you for your continued support!!

C L O T H I N G  A P P A R E L  S H O P 

Studio 50-4
504 Commercial Street, Emporia

Find us on Facebook
OWNERS - Merry Whitham and Husband 
John
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - We are 
enjoying what we are doing and blessed to 
be a part of such a wonderful community!

F U R N I T U R E  S T O R E

Guions Showcase
2023 W 6th Ave Emporia

620-342-7469
www.guionsshowcase.com

OWNERS - Mike & Marie Guion
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Wonderful 
customers, supportive community, 
professional staff.

G I F T  S H O P

Sweet Granada
803 Commercial Street

www.sweetgranada.com
@sweetgranada

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Building a 
really good team that loves the business and 
work they do. We also work hard to make a 
visit to The Sweet Granada and the Emporia 
community a one-of-a-kind experience with 
friendly staff, high-quality product and a 
fun, dynamic environment. We are sincerely 
proud to be a part of the community 
and love our customers. It’s details and 
authenticity like this that seem to make us 
successful year after year.  Thank you to 
everyone who supports us!

G R O C E R Y  S T O R E 

Aldi
H A R D W A R E  S T O R E 

Bluestem Farm  
and Ranch Supply

2611 West Highway 50, Emporia
620-342-5502

www.bluestemfarmandranch.com
OWNERS - Ann and Ken Bruner
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - We are 
honored and truly privileged to serve such 
a great community! Providing excellent 
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customer service is a goal we strive to achieve 
each and every day. We have some of the 
most dedicated and hard-working employees 
around. We appreciate all the loyalty our 
customers have shown us through the years!

J E W E L R Y  S T O R E 

Kari’s Diamonds & Bridal
1015 Industrial Rd Ste. A Emporia 

620-342-3899
www.karisdiamondsandbridal.com

OWNER - Kari Stookey    
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Putting our 
customers first and working hard to make 
each encounter a memorable experience. 
Also, community involvement – We love our 
community and we understand the importance 
of being a part of growth and change. The 
community we support, supports us in return. 
It’s a beautiful thing! 

L I Q U O R  S T O R E

King Liquor Store
318 E. 6th St., Emporia

620-342-1991
Find us on Facebook

OWNERS - Mike and Patricia Alingh 
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Large 
selection of craft beers and great customer 
service. 

L U M B E R  S U P P LY  S T O R E

Mark II Lumber

M U S I C  S T O R E 

Flint Hills Music 
715 Commercial St., Emporia

OWNERS - Thomas and Amber Silkman 
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - The wonderful 
group of employees we have working for us. 

P E T  S U P P LY  S T O R E 

L&L Pets
621 Commercial Emporia 

620-343-3398
Facebook is @llpetsemporiaks

OWNERS - Jason and Jessica Crumb     
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - I get out of the 
business what I put in. This way of thinking 
makes me want to always look for the next 
thing to update or the next cool thing to bring 
in to stock. Having a great reliable staff also 
makes a world of difference.

R E S A L E  S H O P S 

Goodwill Industries

S H O E  S H O P S

Browns Shoe Fit Co.
603 Commercial St., Emporia 

620-342-5871 
brownsshoefitcompany.com 
Store Manager: Aaron Otto

SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - We strive to give 
great customer service and to offer the 
best quality footwear in the area. We also 
strive to bring the latest in new footwear 
technology.

S P O R T I N G  G O O D S 

Dynamic Discs
912 Commercial St.,  Emporia

620-208-3472
www.Dynamicdiscs.com

OWNER - Jeremy Rusco

V A P E  S T O R E

Juicy’s Vapor Lounge Emporia

BEST FOOD  
& DRINK
A S I A N  C U I S I N E

Ichiban Asian Fusion Bistro
1430 Industrial Road, Emporia

620-208-6888
www.ichibanasianbistro.com

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Wake up every 
morning with a positive outlook and continue 
to treat every customer like family.

B A K E R Y/  D E S S E R T S 

The Sweet Granada
803 Commercial Street

www.sweetgranada.com
@sweetgranada

OWNER - Kim Redeker
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Building a 
really good team that loves the business and 
work they do. We also work hard to make a 
visit to The Sweet Granada and the Emporia 
community a one-of-a-kind experience with 
friendly staff, high-quality product and a fun, 
dynamic environment. We are sincerely proud 
to be a part of the community and love our 
customers. It’s details and authenticity like 
this that seem to make us successful year after 
year. Thank you to everyone who supports us!

B A R B E C U E 

Bobby D’s Merchant St. BBQ
607 Merchant Emporia

620-342-1990
www.bobbyd’sbbq.com

facebook.com/BobbyDBBQ
OWNER - Robert Doudican Jr. 
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Keeping quality 
first and prices at a fair price. 

B R E A K F A S T 

Commercial St. Diner
614 Commercial St., Emporia

620-343-9866
Find us on Facebook

OWNERS - Dave and Janet Laird
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Hungry 
customers! We serve yummy food to people 
who appreciate it. Nobody leaves hungry if 
we can help it. Emporia and the surrounding 
communities have been very good to us over 
the years and we so appreciate the business. 
Thanks so much to all our patrons!

B R E W E R Y 

Radius Brewing Company
610 Merchant St.

620-208-4677
www.radiusbrewing.com

OWNERS - Jeremy “JJ” Johns, Justin “Gus” 
Bays, Chad Swift
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - For us, it’s 
all about sticking with the idea behind the 
name Radius. Eat local, drink local, support 
local, act local, and most importantly, BE 
local. This is the idea that we built our 
business around. And of course so much 
of our success can be ‘attributed’ to this 
amazing community and the support that we 
have received since Radius became an idea 
years ago. That support has motivated us to 
continue to act and be as local as possible, 
not only as a restaurant and brewery, but also 
as active participants in the ongoing growth 
of the community! Cheers, Emporia, and 
thank you for your continued support!!

Thank you for  
voting us 

Best Bakery/
Desserts!
803 Commercial

Emporia,  KS 

620-342-9600 

www.sweetgranada.com

How sweet it is!
How sweet it is!

Dine In • Carry Out
Call Ahead
343-9866

614 Commercial St.

VOTED BEST 
BREAKFAST 9 

YEARS IN A ROW
And our very own 
COLE NUESSEN 

voted BEST WAITER 
of the year!

We are on  
Cloud 9!

Thank you to all our
New and Loyal customers.

Tuesday thru Sunday 
6 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 Closed on Mondays

Proudly providing service to Emporia 
and the surrounding areas since 1961

Dynamic Nails & Spa
P r o f e s s i o n a l  N a i l  C a r e  f o r  L a d i e s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n

Diping Powder ♦ Pink & White Solor Nails ♦ 
Glitter Tips ♦ French Ti ps ♦ Spa Pedicure ♦ 

Manicure ♦ Waxing Services

2917 W HWY 50 Emporia KS 66801620 342-NAIL (6245) www.dynamicnailspa.com

Walk-Ins 

Welcome!

Monday - Saturday ♦ 9:30 - 7:00
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
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B U F F E T 

Pizza Ranch of Emporia
3000 W. 18th Ave., Emporia

602-343-8646
OWNERS  - Rich and Linda Avery
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Our dedicated 
staff, and a very supportive Emporia 
community and surrounding communities as 
well. 

B U R G E R 

J’s Carry Out
27 Commercial St.,  Emporia

OWNERS - Justin and Darrah Pearson and 
family
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Amazing 
customers from Emporia and the surrounding 
areas is a huge part of our business. We 
also have great staff that puts their focus 
on making great food and offering the best 
customer service possible. Most importantly 
I am thankful to have such supportive 
family and friends. Thank you to everyone 
who comes out and supports us here at J’s 
Carryout.

B U S I N E S S  L U N C H  L O C A T I O N 

Radius Brewing Company
610 Merchant St., Emporia

620-208-4677
www.radiusbrewing.com

OWNER - Jeremy “JJ” Johns, Justin “Gus” 
Bays, Chad Swift
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - For us, it’s 
all about sticking with the idea behind the 
name Radius. Eat local, drink local, support 
local, act local, and most importantly, BE 
local. This is the idea that we built our 
business around. And of course so much 
of our success can be ‘attributed’ to this 
amazing community and the support that we 
have received since Radius became an idea 
years ago. That support has motivated us to 
continue to act and be as local as possible, 
not only as a restaurant and brewery, but also 
as active participants in the ongoing growth 
of the community! Cheers, Emporia, and 
thank you for your continued support!!

C O F F E E 

Granada Coffee Company
809 Commercial Street, Emporia, KS     

620.342.4001
www.granadacoffeecompany.com

OWNER:  Rocky Slaymaker
THE SECRET TO SUCCESS:  Our CUSTOMERS, 
our STAFF, and our BEANS!  In addition, the 
Granada Coffee Company has always focused 
on and will continue to focus on our customer 
service, quality products, a warm and clean 
environment, and drink consistency.  The 
dedication of our staff is undeniable! On top of 
everything else, we LOVE what we do!

D E L I /  S A N D W I C H  S H O P

Amanda’s Bakery & Cafe
702 Commercial Street, Suite 1 F/G, Emporia

620-340-0620
www.amandasbakeryandcafe.com

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Good & 
fresh products, good customer service, good 
location and lots of loyal customers!

F I S H  F R Y 

Bruff’s Bar & Grill
OWNERS - Gary Burgess
PRODUCTS / SERVICES OFFERED:  Bruff’s 
features signature burgers, sandwiches, fresh 

salads, classic seafood and, of course, steaks. 
We have a full service bar with eight beers on 
tap and an ever-evolving wine list.  For the 
sports fanatic, we have twelve 50 in HDTVs, 
two 102 in HD projection screens and a total 
of 30 TVs scattered around the restaurant and 
two pool tables in our game room. Private 
room available for banquets or meetings, 
provided with two 42 inch plasmas, 80 inch 
HD projection screen available for computer 
presentations. We also provide catering for 
groups both large and small.

F R E S H E S T  P R O D U C E 

Aldi

F R I E D  C H I C K E N

Olpe Chicken House
8 East Highway 99, Olpe

OWNERS - Larry and Charlotte Coble
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS -  Listening to 
the customers, needs whether it is a positive 
comment or negative, it will help you to know 
what they want or what to do to make it better, 
be consistent, always having management 
around to oversee and to work the business 
and don’t change something that is already 
working for you and the customers.

I C E  C R E A M /  Y O G U R T/  F R O Z E N 
T R E A T 

Dairy Queen
1708 West 6th Ave. Emporia

620-342-5887
OWNERS - Russell & Francie Reed 
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - We at the 
Dairy Queen are thrilled to have been chosen 
as the Reader’s Choice for Best Ice Cream! It 
is something we strive for every day and are 
very grateful to our customers and the readers 
of the Emporia Gazette for this honor. We 
feel there are many secrets that set us apart 
from the pack and setting the stage with new 
employees would be a major one. On their 
very first day when we are getting acquainted 
and oriented I am sure to tell every one of 
them that I want them to make every treat like 
they were making it for their very own mother. 
I feel that makes an impression on them of 
how I want them to make treats and Blizzards 
for their career at the store. Thanks again, 
Dairy Queen of Emporia Smiles and Stories 
for 71 Years!

K I D S  M E A L 

Freddy’s Frozen Custard  
& Steakburgers

1400 W. 6th Ave. Emporia
620-341-9009

www.FreddysUSA.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com 

/freddysUSA/Emporia
OWNERS - Jason Ingermanson and Courtney 
Stutesman 
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS -  The secret to 
our success is following out 3 pillars: Quality, 
cleanliness, and hospitality. We want every 
guest to leave here feeling like family. 

L A T I N O  C U I S I N E 

Casa Ramos

M I L K S H A K E 

Braum’s
2120 Industrial Rd., Emporia

620-340-1080
www.braums.com

OWNER - Drew Braums

702 Commercial St., Suite 1F/G • Emporia • 620-340-0620
Tues-Fri: 7am-3pm • Sat: 9am-2pm • Sun & Mon: Closed

• Sandwiches
• Baked 

Goods
• Breads
• Sides

• Salads
• Sinfully 

Delicious 
Cinnamon 
Rolls

Freshly Made

We thank all our friends and customers for voting  
us Best Deli/Sandwich Shop in Reader’s Choice!
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THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - It starts with 
the best milk for the best ice cream.

P I Z Z A 

Radius Brewing Company
610 Merchant St., Emporia

620-208-4677
www.radiusbrewing.com

OWNERS - Jeremy “JJ” Johns, Justin “Gus” 
Bays, Chad Swift
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - For us, it’s 
all about sticking with the idea behind the 
name Radius. Eat local, drink local, support 
local, act local, and most importantly, BE 
local. This is the idea that we built our 
business around. And of course so much 
of our success can be ‘attributed’ to this 
amazing community and the support that we 
have received since Radius became an idea 
years ago. That support has motivated us to 
continue to act and be as local as possible, 
not only as a restaurant and brewery, but also 
as active participants in the ongoing growth 
of the community! Cheers, Emporia, and 
thank you for your continued support!!

S A L A D 

Radius Brewing Company
610 Merchant St., Emporia

620-208-4677
www.radiusbrewing.com

OWNERS - Jeremy “JJ” Johns, Justin “Gus” 
Bays, Chad Swift
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - For us, it’s 
all about sticking with the idea behind the 
name Radius. Eat local, drink local, support 
local, act local, and most importantly, BE 
local. This is the idea that we built our 
business around. And of course so much 
of our success can be ‘attributed’ to this 
amazing community and the support that we 
have received since Radius became an idea 
years ago. That support has motivated us to 
continue to act and be as local as possible, 
not only as a restaurant and brewery, but also 
as active participants in the ongoing growth 
of the community! Cheers, Emporia, and 
thank you for your continued support!!

S T E A K 

Bruff’s Bar & Grill
OWNER - Gary Burgess
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Bruff’s features 
signature burgers, sandwiches, fresh salads, 
classic seafood and, of course, steaks. We 
have a full-service bar with eight beers on tap 
and an ever-evolving wine list. For the sports 
fanatic, we have twelve 50 in HDTVs, two 
102 in HD projection screens and a total of 30 
TVs scattered around the restaurant and two 
pool tables in our game room. Private room 
available for banquets or meetings, provided 
with two 42 in plasmas, 80 in HD projection 
screen available for computer presentations. 
We also provide catering for groups both large 
and small. 

T A K E - O U T  F O O D 

Peking Express Chinese

W I N E R Y 

Twin Rivers Winery  
& Gourmet Shoppe

627 Commercial St., Emporia 
620-208-9463 

www.twinriverswine.com 
Find us on Facebook 

@twinriverswine
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - The 
community is our key to success. The locals 
get behind local businesses and know the 
importance of having unique places to go. 
Outr staff is also a major key to our success. 
They are the best around! 

W I N G S 

Radius Brewing Company
610 Merchant St., Emporia

620-208-4677
www.radiusbrewing.com

OWNERS - Jeremy “JJ” Johns, Justin “Gus” 
Bays, Chad Swift
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - For us, it’s 
all about sticking with the idea behind the 
name Radius. Eat local, drink local, support 
local, act local, and most importantly, BE 

local. This is the idea that we built our 
business around. And of course so much 
of our success can be ‘attributed’ to this 
amazing community and the support that we 
have received since Radius became an idea 
years ago. That support has motivated us to 
continue to act and be as local as possible, 
not only as a restaurant and brewery, but also 
as active participants in the ongoing growth 
of the community! Cheers, Emporia, and 
thank you for your continued support!!

BEST IN THE 
BUSINESS

A C C O U N T A N T 

Wright CPA Group

A T T O R N E Y

Monte Miller, Miller  
& Miller, Chtd

702 Commercial, Suite 2-B, Emporia
620-343-2650

OWNERS - Monte L. Miller & Chase L. Miller 
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Providing 
quality legal services with integrity and 
efficiency. 

A U T O  D E T A I L I N G  P R O V I D E R 

Longbine Auto Plaza
3012 W Hwy 50., Emporia 

www.longbineauto.com 
Find us on Facebook

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Since 1965 
we have served the automobile needs of the 
Emporia area. Our staff is trained, customer 
oriented, and well connected throughout 
our community. We offer all the services that 
your vehicle may need but we believe that 
we work in the people business. We live and 
die by the saying that “if you take care of the 
customer then the customer will take care of 
you”. 

A U T O  M E C H A N I C

Jesse Shaver, Cliff’s Super 
Service

115 E 5th Ave, Emporia
620-342-0525

www.cliffssuperservice.com
OWNER - Jesse Shaver
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - High degree 
of integrity. We take pride in our quality of 
service. We keep safety in mind as well as 
your pocketbook. We have a family tradition 
in super service. I owe my success to my loyal 
customers, who trust us, my family and my 
outstanding employee, Michael Milner.

B A R B E R

Mark Kraft, Hair Krafters
1027 Commercial Street, Emporia

620-342-6172
www.hairkrafters.com

OWNER - Mark Kraft
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Our great 
clients that we enjoy knowing as friends and 
building relationships with them.

B A R T E N D E R

John Deemy, Radius  
Brewing Company
610 Merchant St., Emporia

620-208-4677
www.radiusbrewing.com

OWNERS - Jeremy “JJ” Johns, Justin “Gus” 
Bays, Chad Swift
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - For us, it’s 
all about sticking with the idea behind the 
name Radius. Eat local, drink local, support 
local, act local, and most importantly, BE 
local. This is the idea that we built our 
business around. And of course so much 
of our success can be ‘attributed’ to this 
amazing community and the support that we 
have received since Radius became an idea 
years ago. That support has motivated us to 
continue to act and be as local as possible, 

3000 W. 18th AVE
Emporia, KS  66801

(620) 343-8646

Thank you! We appreciate your vote.

10% OFF
Regular priced adult buffet limit 2 per coupon 

code V10
Expires August 10, 2019 *Not valid with any other offer*

Give the gift of 
love or a new home
MORE IN THE CLASSIFIEDS  

OR PET OF THE WEEK.
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not only as a restaurant and brewery, but also 
as active participants in the ongoing growth 
of the community! Cheers, Emporia, and 
thank you for your continued support!!

B R I D A L  S H O P 

Kari’s Diamonds & Bridal
1015 Industrial Rd Ste. A Emporia 

620-342-3899
www.karisdiamondsandbridal.com

OWNER - Kari Stookey    
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Putting our 
customers first and working hard to make 
each encounter a memorable experience. 
Also, community involvement – We love 
our community and we understand the 
importance of being a part of growth 
and change. The community we support, 
supports us in return. It’s a beautiful thing! 

C A R  S A L E S P E R S O N 

Osiel Garza, John North Ford, 
Lincoln, Nissan

3002 W. Hwy 50. Emporia
620-343-1700

www.jnford.com
OWNERS - Ron & Jay Carlson
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Love what 
you do! Having a good attitude, everyday. 
Stay healthy and maintain a good work ethic 
and everything else will put itself into place. 
Also, a good management team that can 
encourage and make you better. Thank you 
for voting for me. 

C O A C H

Cade Witte, Chase County 
Junior High School Basketball 

Coach

C H I L D C A R E  P R O V I D E R

Emporia Child Care Center
102 Commercial St. & 1320 C of E Drive, 

Emporia
Emporia Child Care is a  
not for profit child care.  

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Emporia Child 
Care strives to provide care and education 
to children whose parents or guardians are 
working or in training. 

D O G  G R O O M E R 

LeashLife Dog Grooming

E L E C T R I C A L  C O N T R A C T O R 

Gerald Schumann Electric, Inc. 
601 W 6th Ave., Emporia

620-342-2176
www.geraldschumannelectric.com

OWNERS - Mike Schumann, Dan Schumann, 

David Schumann and Gaye Harden
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - We rely on 
our faith and practice the golden rule. We are 
grateful for the people we serve and humbled 
by this recognition. Thanks Emporia and the 
surrounding area we appreciate you!

F I N A N C I A L  A D V I S O R 

Fred Harder, ESB 

H A I R  S T Y L I S T

Amy Delgado at Xan-A-Do  
Salon & Spa

723 Commercial St., Emporia
(620) 343-7242

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Enjoying 
everyday, putting clients first!

I N S U R A N C E  A G E N T  -  A U T O 

Pete Euler, State Farm Insurance
920 Commercial St., Emporia

620 342 6272
www.Peteeuler.com

OWNERS - Pete & Leslee Euler
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - In our office 
we make the time to listen, make insurance 
affordable, help people with the daily 
situations that life presents. Keep things 
simple. And base decisions on what’s best 
for the need. I have had good staff work for 
me over the past 36 plus years. Currently 
Karen Gonzalez manages the front end of 
my office.  She works hard, is bilingual, and 
is understanding and efficient.  State Farm 
is a great insurance company to work force.  
State Farm cares about the business we do 
in the Emporia area. My goal every day is to 
“Do Good”.  Be a “Good Neighbor”.  I’ve been 
blessed with the opportunity to do what I do.  
“Share that Blessing.”

I N S U R A N C E  A G E N T -  H O M E 

Pete Euler, State Farm  
Insurance

920 Commercial St., Emporia
620 342 6272

www.Peteeuler.com
OWNERS - Pete & Leslee Euler
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - In our office 
we make the time to listen, make insurance 
affordable, help people with the daily 
situations that life presents.  Keep things 
simple. And base decisions on what’s best 
for the need. I have had good staff work for 
me over the past 36+ years. Currently Karen 
Gonzalez manages the front end of my 
office.  She works hard, is bilingual, and is 
understanding and efficient.  State Farm is a 
great insurance company to work force.  State 
Farm cares about the business we do in the 
Emporia area. My goal every day is to “Do 
Good”.  Be a “Good Neighbor”.   I’ve been 
blessed with the opportunity to do what I do.  

COLOR

1102 Commercial St.  
Suite A, Emporia

620-343-6633
www.emporiarentals.com

Thank you for voTing 
us BesT LandLord!
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“Share that Blessing.”

L A N D L O R D 

Haag Management, Inc.
Cory Haag, Carri Haag-Kueser, Harry Haag, 

Andrew Haag, Dan Roemer
OWNERS: Cory and Harry Haag
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Treat people 
the way we would want to be treated. Provide a 
secure, clean and well maintained environment, 
a place where people are proud to call home. 
Our employees work hard every day to service 
our customers.

N A I L  T E C H N I C I A N

Dynamic Nails & Spa
2917 W US 50 Hwy., Emporia

620-342-6245
Facebook

www.dynamicnailspa.com
OWNER - Dao Nguyen
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Constantly focus 
on the latest trends in the industry, bringing in 
city trends to small town Emporia. Continuing 
to always focus on our customers needs & 
desires.

N O N - P R O F I T  G R O U P

Two-Way Tie

Emporia Main Street
OWNERS: The Citizens of Lyon County 
STAFF: Casey Woods, Executive Director, 
Jessica Buchholz, Community Development 
Coordinator, Lanie Stalcup, Intern 
Extraordinaire
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Hard work, 
innovation, and a TON of volunteers!

SOS, Inc.
618 Mechanic St., Emporia

620-343-8799 
soskansas.com 

Find us on Facebook
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - Connie J. Cahoone
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Our success 
is a felection of a caring community 
that continuously supports us. Our 

community has supported our fundraising 
events, donateditems for those in need, 
volunteered their time and listened to our 
speakers to better educate themselves. 
Most importantly, they help us to spread 
awareness through their conversations and 
engagements. We have a wonderful staff and 
leadership that provides the life-changing 
services daily. Thanks to our supporters, 
our organization has grown in both scope 
and capability. SOS has four main programs 
and serve clients in six counties. In 2018, 
our Crisis Services and Outreach programs 
provided 18,134 services; our Child 
Advocacy Center completed 1,285 services; 
our CASA program (Court Appointed 
Special Advocate) served 100 children; and 
our Child Visitation and Exchange Center 
provided 790 services. We will continue to 
educate, advocate, provide safety and give 
hope to all victims of domestic violence, 
sexual assault, child abuse and neglect. 

O V E R N I G H T  A C C O M M O D A T I O N S

Holiday Inn Express

P H O T O G R A P H E R 

Thomas Felts Photography
(620) 222-8359 

www. tfeltsphotos.com
https://www.facebook.com/tfeltsphotos/

OWNER - Thomas Felts
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - In my opinion 
there is no silver bullet, meaning success can 
be found through many outlets and is often a 
necessary part of growth. So put your energy 
where it matters, try learning from failures, 
and keep pushing forward in the best direction 
possible.  

P I E R C E R 

Claire’s
1676 Industrial Rd, C-5, Emporia

620-343-7734
www.claires.com

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Taking the 
time to get to know our customers! We 
love to chat and laugh with everyone that 

Thank you
 for voting us  

Best Overnight 
Accommodations 

in Emporia!

3007 W. 18th Ave. • Emporia
620-343-1111

2019

Auto Mechanic

www.cliffssuperservice.com

We are honored to be serving Emporia's loyal customers for more than 80 years

115 EAST 5TH • EMPORIA, KANSAS 66801

BEST AUTO MECHANIC

Office: 620-342-0525 • Toll Free: 1-888-715-0525 • Cellular: 620-344-0525

AUTO REPAIR • WRECKER SERVICE • TIRES & BATTERIES

Thank You  

for Voting  

Jesse Shaver

at

Be sure your car is 
Summer Vacation 

Ready

601 W. 6th Ave.
620-342-2176

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

Electrical Contractor

Thank You 
for voting for us as the 

Best Electrical Contractor!

• Service Calls
• Aerial Reach
• Pier Hole Digging
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sits down in our piercing chair. This is a 
memory that we are building, and it’s our 
job to make it the best experience possible!

P O L I T I C I A N /  P U B L I C  S P E A K E R

Senator Jeff Longbine,  
State Senator, Vice President 

of the Senate
2801 Lakeridge Rd., Emporia

www.jefflongbine.com
facebook: Jeff Longbine for Kansas Senate

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - I have been 
honored with the opportunity to serve the 
17th district since 2010. To be successful 
in the Senate you must be accessible, a 
good listener, and understand the issues. 
I have always tried to look at each issue 
and understand how it benefits or harms 
my district. When in Topeka I work hard 
to make sure that I listen to all points of 
view and remain respectful of each position. 
It is important that every issue is fully 
vetted in a respectful manner and then 
I vote according to what is best for the 
constituents of the 17th district. 

R A D I O  P E R S O N A L I T Y 

Ron Thomas, KVOE, KVOE 
96.9 FM 1400 AM KVOE.com, 

KVOE Morning Show Ron 
Thomas

1420 C or E Drive, Emporia
www.KVOE.com 

facebook.com/kvoenews/
OWNERS - Saunder Family LLC
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - A very 
talented morning crew Chuck Samples 
(news) and Greg Rahe (sports). These guys 
are the best in the biz. It’s all about doing 
the best we can in touch with our great 
community. We want to get your day started 
with information that is LOCAL. The voices 
you hear in the morning are by far not only 
ours. Local news & sports sound bites and 
in the last 12 months over 2500 interviews 
between 6-8 am. I am particularly fond 
of Local young students reading the 
school lunch menus. We could not do this 
without wonderful listeners and awesome 
advertisers. 

R E A L T O R 

Kristi Mohn, Coldwell  
Banker Emporia Real Estate

www.emporiarealestate.com
OWNERS - Jaime Sauder/ Kristi Mohn
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Take care 
of people. Listen to them. Answer their 
emails, calls and texts, and care. 

T A T T O O  A R T I S T 

Joel Smith
joelsmithtattoo@gmail.com

www.joelsmithtattoo.com
THE SECRET TO MY SUCCESS - Respect for 
the craft, the tradition and the person I’m 
marking for life. Dedication to constant 
personal and professional growth and an 
addiction to hard work.

T E A C H E R 

Jami Dakin, Walnut  
Elementary School

801 Grove St., Emporia
facebook.com/groups 
/517836068300900/
@walnutpatriots

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - People are 
the secret to the success of school.  We have 
dedicated, hardworking staff members that 
make decisions every day focused on how they 
can best support students. We have trusting, 
supportive parents that drop their children 
off daily knowing they are in great hands.  We 
also have motivated students that are willing 
to think outside of the box, engage in learning 
and communicate and collaborate with their 
peers. All of these people working together for 

a common
purpose make Walnut an amazing place to 
learn and grow.

V E T E R I N A R I A N 

Eric Hess, East Emporia  
Veterinary Clinic

WA I T E R /  WA I T R E S S 

Cole Nuessen,  
Commercial St. Diner
614 Commercial St., Emporia

620-343-9866
Find us on Facebook

OWNERS - Dave and Janet Laird
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - I’d be lying if I said 
I was entirely sure, honestly. But I would say my 
success is dependent on treating our customer 
base with compassion, attending to their needs 
and amassing influence while gaining support 
through that. I’m very glad to know that those 
efforts are not in vain, and that there are folks 
around me that support me. So much so that I 
ended up with this title. Thank you, everyone.

W R I T E R /  C O L U M N I S T 

Ryann Brooks,  
The Emporia Gazette

517 Merchant St., Emporia
620-342-4800

www.emporiagazette.com
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - First and foremost, 
I would not have any success in this business 
without the support of our local community. I 
would not be able to cover any of the stories I 
do without so many people willing to sit down 
and talk with me, without people trusting me 
with their information, without the emails and 
phone calls from people giving me ideas. I am also 
very lucky to have a supportive family at home 
cheering me on. Reporting isn’t always a 9 - 5 job 
and there are many nights that I am away covering 
events or tracking down a lead. So, I just want to 
extend a big “Thank You” to my readers and an 
extra special one to my husband Drew and our 
boys. I couldn’t do any of this without you. 

BEST IN HEALTH & 
FITNESS

A D U LT  C A R E  F A C I L I T Y 

Holiday Resort
2700 W 30th Ave., Emporia

620-343-9285
www. holidayresorts.net

MANAGER - Mike Kerbs, Administrator
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Highly-trained staff 
who care for our elders as if they were family. 

C H I R O P R A C T O R 

Douglas Chiropractic Center
1331 West 6 th Avenue

(620)343-9232
www.MyLifeEnjoyed.com

OWNERS - Bryan & Lori Douglas
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Most 
importantly, we have been blessed with amazing 
patients. From the moment each patient walks 
in the door we want them to feel that our office 
is very warm and inviting. Ashley and Shelby 
have a very friendly and caring way about them 
that makes our patients very comfortable. 
We do a lot of things in our office that lets the 
patient know this is the right place for them. 
We want to make sure each patient understands 
what is causing the problem and understands 
what we are going to do to help, and if we can’t 
help find them a place that can. Our focus is to 
get the patient better as quickly as possible and 
then let them go on their way until the next 
time an issue arises. 

D E N T A L  H Y G I E N I S T 

Michelle Stewart, 
 

Kohlmeier Dental
Address: 1104 E 12th Ave

Phone: 342-9555

Thank you for 51 years in business.
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Website: emporiasmiles.com
OWNER: Dr Ryan Kohlmeier, DDS
THE SECRET TO MY SUCCESS - Being given the 
opportunity, by two great
dentists, to work in the same practice for over 
25 years. This has allowed me to build some 
very special connections and relationships 
with my patients and I look forward to seeing 
them each visit! 

D E N T I S T 

Kerri Thompson, DDS,  
Thompson Family Dental

 2518 W 15th Ave, Emporia
 620-343-8000

OWNER - Kerri Thompson, DDS
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - I have a 
wonderful, caring staff and a lot of hard work 
goes into making sure our patients receive the 
best care possible.

EYE CARE PROVIDER

David Miller,  
Miller Eye Care, LLC

Village Professional Center, Emporia
620-342-7054

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - We have a very 
talented, experienced and dedicated staff.  
We try to treat all of our patients the way we 
would like our families to be cared for.

FITNESS CENTER 

Emporia Fitness 
 

2812 West 12th Ave. (12th and Industrial) 
620 342 2348 

emporiafitness.com

Owners - Greg and Karen Bachman
The Secret to our success – The reason for 
our success this past year has been the 
commitment of Jessica Schumann and her 
staff.  This group creates a friendly and
welcoming environment and exceed 
expectations for assisting members
achieve their fitness goals.

HEARING AID PROVIDER

Hearing Group
2715 Candlewood Dr., Emporia 

620-342-4327
OWNERS - Gevan Stover and Jesse Hidalgo 
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - At hearing Group, 
we live by the motto that, The patient comes 

first. No matter what, they always come first.  
We combine that with the latest in technology 
and the best in class patient experience which 
has allowed us to help our patients realize their 
true potential for better hearing.

NURSE 

Sarah Fager,  
Newman Regional Health,  

Labor and Delivery 
1201 W. 12th Ave Emporia

620-343-6800 Ext 4497  
www.newmanrh.org @NRHEmporia                     

THE SECRET TO MY SUCCESS - Compassion! 
I am motivated to relieve the pain and 
emotions of new parents/babies/patients by 
mentally putting myself in their situation. 
Then I treat  and educate them so they better 
understand what is happening in the good and 
the bad moments of their lives.

PEDIATRICIAN 

Dr. Ryan Lasota,  
Newman Regional Health 

Medical Partners

1301 W. 12th Avenue, Suite 301A, Emporia
620-343-2376

www.newmanrh.org
THE SECRET TO MY SUCCESS - Always treat 
people the way you would want to be treated. 
Work hard to make your community a better 
place. Stay humble. Laugh when you can.

PERSONAL TRAINER 

Charlotte Pinick,  
Genesis Health Clubs
1007 Commercial St., Emporia

620-343-6034
Find us on Facebook

THE SECRET TO MY SUCCESS - The people I 
work with and working with people to be a 
better “them!”

PHARMACY 

Haag Pharmacy
1400 W 12 th Avenue Emporia

(620) 342-1242
www.haagpharmacy.com

OWNERS - Amber & Cory Haag
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - As your locally 
owned hometown pharmacy, our caring, 

821 Commercial St. • Emporia, KS
(620) 342-2122

Thank you for voting our business  
best plumbing company for 15 years! 

We appreciate you allowing us to 'treat your home like it's our own'!
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620-342-2348
WWW.EMPORIAFITNESS.COM

Thank You  
FOR VOTING US

“BEST  
PLACE TO 

EXERCISE”

experienced, and well-trained staff continually 
strive to exceed our patient’s expectations. 
Not only in health care and pharmacy related 
services but in outstanding customer service. 
We very much value the relationships we have 
with our patients and within the communities 
we serve. We work hard to maintain these 
relationships and are always seeking to 
build new ones. As the oldest continuing 
business in Emporia, we are built on a legacy 
that is over 130 years old…a legacy that has 
been built on relationships and exceptional 
customer service. We are dedicated to 
ensuring this legacy continues for many more 
years in the future.

P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P I S T 

David Crotts,  
Newman Physical Therapy

P H Y S I C I A N 

Dr. Ryan Lasota,  
Newman Regional  

Health Medical Partners
1301 W. 12th Avenue, Suite 301A, Emporia

620-343-2376
www.newmanrh.org

THE SECRET TO MY SUCCESS - Always treat 
people the way you would want to be treated. 
Work hard to make your community a better 
place. Stay humble. Laugh when you can.
 
 

 BEST GOODS  
& SERVICES

A P A R T M E N T  C O M P L E X 

Four Seasons Apartments, LLC
1931 W. 24th Ave., Emporia

620-343-7172
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT - Alisha 
Hammond, Property Manager
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Providing 
excellent customer service and providing 
Emporia with quality home living in an 
apartment complex.

A U C T I O N  S E R V I C E 

Griffin Real Estate & Auction 
Service LC

305 Broadway St. Cottonwood Falls 

Members of LC are Richard and Nancy Griffin. 

Auctioneers are Chuck Maggard, Andy Phipps. 
Clerking Service is Heidi Maggard, Connie 
Whitcomb, Matthew Whitcomb and Janis 
Maggard.
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Wonderful 
sellers to work with, consistency and
determination in doing a complete job.

A U T O  B O D Y  S H O P 

Floyd’s Inc.
1221 Industrial Road, Emporia

620-342-7713
OWNERS - John and Ruth Wheeler
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - It’s no secret 
that we have the best staff and the greatest 
customers in Emporia. I was born and raised 
in Emporia and have worked at Floyd’s since 
1980. I learned my work ethic and values 
from my parents, Ralph and Evora Wheeler, 
and my mentor, Floyd McCracken. I believe 
that I have a good idea of what customers 
look for in their repairs, to be treated fairly, 
and receive the highest quality job possible. 
Customer satisfaction and quality repairs have 
been the primary focus of Floyd’s Inc. since it 
was founded over 50 years years ago and we 
strive to maintain that level of perfection. Our 
customers benefit from our up-to-date shops 
and our friendly, experienced, and well-trained 
staff.

B A N K 

The Lyon County State Bank
902 Merchant Street, Emporia

620-342-3523  
www.mylcsb.com

Find us on Facebook
OWNER - Ottawa Bancshares, Inc.
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Lyon County 
State Bank is a local bank, serving our local 
communities with an array of competitive 
products and services. Our team of associates 
provide a high level of personalized service, 
whether they are providing phone support, 
serving customers on the front line, making 
a loan or assisting with any other customer 
needs. Our goal is to make the customer feel 
right at home at LCSB.

B A R B E R  S H O P 

Hair-Krafters
1027 Commercial Street, Emporia

620-342-6172
 www.hairkrafters.com

OWNER - Mark Kraft
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Our great 
clients that we enjoy knowing as friends and 
building relationships with them.

B E A U T Y  S A L O N

Radiance Salon
114 Commercial St., Emporia

OWNERS - Erin Reber, Carolyn Baumgartel, 

for Voting us 2019

2019 
READERS
CHOICE
AWARDS

FIND YOUR  
NEW BEST 

FRIEND
In the Classifieds  

or Pet of the Week.

T E G
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Michelle Redeker, Lindsay Bolen
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Work hard, 
long hours, team work, we love making people 
look and feel their best. We have also made 
amazing friendship along the way

C A R  D E A L E R S H I P -  N E W 

Longbine Auto Plaza
3012 W Hwy. 50, Emporia

www.longbineauto.com
Find us on Facebook

THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Since 1965 
we have served the automobile needs of 
the Emporia Area. Our staff is well trained, 
customer oriented, and well connected 
throughout our community. We offer all 
the services that your vehicle may need but 
believe that we work in the people business. 
We live and die by the saying that “if you take 
care of the customer then the customer will 
take care of you.”

C A R  D E A L E R S H I P -  U S E D 

Clint Bowyer Autoplex 
2815 W. US Hwy 50, Emporia

620-343-6723
www.clintbowyerauto.com

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - People! Not 
just our customers, but our employees. Happy 
employees make happy customers. We believe 
in our customers, therefore our customers 
believe in our employees.  

C A R  W A S H

Mr G’s Car Washes
1901 West 6th St., 101 South Commercial St. & 

716 East 12th St., Emporia
OWNERS - Danny and Betty Giefer
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Great customer 
service and our wonderful customers that 
have allowed Mr. G’s to serve them for the 
past 30 years. We are very happy & excited for 
receiving this for the 10th  year in a row.  We 
take pride in the amount of time & effort we 
put forth to make Mr. G’s the readers choice. 
Look for the opening of the state-of-the-art  
Mr. G’s Express opening this winter at sixth 
and  Prairie

C A R P E T  C L E A N I N G  C O M P A N Y 

All American Carpet Cleaning
PO Box 1322, Emporia

620-343-3700
OWNER - Doug Guion
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - I like to take 
my time and get it right on every job; there is 
an art to getting it right!

C A T E R E R 

Bobby D’s Merchant St. BBQ 
607 Merchant Emporia

620-342-1990
www.bobbyd’sbbq.com

facebook.com/BobbyDBBQ
OWNER - Robert Doudican Jr. 

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Keeping
quality first and prices at a fair price.

C E L L U L A R  P H O N E  S E R V I C E 

Verizon Wireless

C H U R C H

 First United Methodist Church

C O N S T R U C T I O N  C O M P A N Y 

Evan Wilson Construction

C O N V E N I E N C E  S T O R E 

Kwik Shop

D R Y  C L E A N E R 

Spic’ N Span
17 W. Fourth St., Emporia

OWNER - Julie Buckridge
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Hard Work and 
PR. Making the customer feel special.

F L O R I S T 

Riverside Garden Florist
607 Rural St., Emporia

620-342-5457
OWNERS - Vicky and Norman Triemear
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS- There is no 
secret. Very caring and confident employees 
and great customers for over 120 years. 

F U N E R A L  H O M E

Roberts-Blue-Barnett  
Funeral Home

 605 State Street, Emporia
www.robertsblue.com

OWNER - Mike Turnbull
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - The secret to 
our success is simple; we continue to honor 
the traditions and values that Mike Turnbull 
taught all of us – to provide the same high 
quality of service and compassion to each 
and every family we serve, and to give back, 
whenever possible, to our outstanding 
community.

G U N  S H O P

The Gun Den

H E A T I N G  A N D  A I R  C O M P A N Y 

Modern Air Conditioning, Inc. 
106 Commercial Street

OWNERS - Bob Burenheide & Travis Sullivan
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Modern 
Air has been an established Emporia area 
business since 1964. Customer service is and 
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always has been our primary focus. We have 
friendly, helpful employees, with attention 
to detail. We use only quality materials and 
professional installation. Call us for free 
estimates.

I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y 

State Farm- Pete Euler,  
State Farm Insurance  

Company
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Vicki Burnett, 
Pete Euler, Meredith Patterson, Kimberly 
Russell, Taylor Euler and Karen Gonzalez-
Hernandez! Our team genuinely cares about 
our policyholders and are here to help life go 
right. Our professional, licensed, dedicated 
team strives to offer the best service and 
products, whether it be insuring your first 
home, helping with your retirement or being 
there when you need us most, at the time 
of a claim. We love the community that we 
serve and love what we do! Thank you for 
allowing us to serve you and for the honor of 
voting us Best Insurance Agency! 

I N T E R N E T  P R O V I D E R

ValuNet FIBER
2914 W. Hwy 50 Suite A., Emporia

www.Myvalunet.com
https://www.facebook.com/Valunet/

OWNERS - Stormy Supiran, Richard Tidwell, 
Bob Agler, Steve Sauder
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Our ValuNet 
Fiber team consists of over 30 local people 
that have proudly built Emporia’s only ALL 
FIBER network. With over 50 local investors, 
our network has been built for Emporians by 
Emporians, and has brought a new level of 
quality and reliability in Broadband, HDTV 
and Telephone service that is unmatched in 
our industry. While we take great pride in our 
network quality, speed, and reliability, what 
we are most proud of our people. Networks 
do not operate by themselves and customers 
cannot fulfill their needs for technical support 
on their own. This is where our people shine! 
All ValuNet FIBER staff and management are 
committed to ALWAYS working to help our 

customers and continue to provide the best 
service we can!

I N V E S T M E N T  C O M P A N Y

ESB Insurance &  
Financial Services

 801 Merchant Street Emporia
620-340-992

www.esbtrust.com/advice-education/financial-
services

OWNER - ESB Financial
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - ESB Insurance 
and Financial Services strives to meet with 
each of our clients to ensure we are matching 
their investment portfolio with their ever 
changing lives. We endeavor to keep our costs 
low and choose solutions that are suitable for 
each individual’s needs. Our clients success, 
is our success. Thank you for choosing us as 
the Best Investment Company in the Emporia 
Gazette’s Readers’ Choice Awards. We are 
honored to serve the Emporia community.

L A W N  M A I N T E N A N C E 

Jack’s Lawn & Pool 
829 Commercial St.

620-208-7660
www.jackslawnandpool.com

Facebook
OWNERS - Allen & Ronda Henery
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Good Customer 
Service!

M E C H A N I C A L  A U T O M O T I V E 
S E R V I C E 

Advanced Auto Body

M O T O R C Y C L E /  A T V  S A L E S

Hog Heaven Motorcycle Shop
623 E. 6th Ave., Emporia

620-343-2021 
Find us on Facebook

OWNER - Julian Seaman 

       We appreciate your continued support. 

Thank you

Trust and Tradition
Staffed 24 hours a day for your convenience.

Serving the Emporia Area Since 1928

Roberts-Blue-Barnett
J. Michael Turnbull, Owner

605 State Street
620-342-2134

LOCAL NEWS
Right tO yOuR fRONt dOOR

T E G
THE POWER OF THE

PRESS
IN THE PALM OF
YOUR HAND
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The 2019 Readers' Choice Award is presented by The Emporia Gazette a newspaper servicing Emporia, Kansas. Recipients of the award are 
selected by Gazette readers through online voting. Third-party recognitions are no guarantee of investment success and do not ensure 
that a client or prospective client will experience a higher level of performance or results. This recognition should not be construed 
as an endorsement of the advisor by any client nor are they representative of any one client's evaluation. Securities offered through 

SagePoint Financial, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. SagePoint Financial, Inc. is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, 
pproducts or services referenced here are independent of SagePoint Financial, Inc.. Insurance offered through ESB Insurance & Financial 

Services. ESB Financial and ESB Insurance & Financial Services are not affiliated with SagePoint Financial. Registered Branch 620-342-3454. 
801 Merchant St. Emporia KS 66801. Securities are not FDIC insured, not guaranteed by ESB Financial, and may lose value.

THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Honesty and 
Integrity.

NURSERY/ GREENHOUSE

Kaw Valley Greenhouses, Inc.
360 Zeandale Road, Manhattan

800-235-3945
www.kawvalleygreenhouses.com

https://www.facebook.com/
kawvalleygreenhouses/

OWNERS - The Edmonds Family
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - We specially 
select each variety for this area and grow our 
plants outdoors in natural soil so they thrive in 
Emporia’s challenging conditions. 

OIL CHANGE PROVIDER 

Clint Bowyer Autoplex 
2815 W. US Hwy 50, Emporia 

620-.343-6723 
www.clintbowyerauto.com

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS: - People! Not 
just our customers but our employees. Happy 
employees make happy customers. We believe 
in our customers, therefore our customers 
believe in our employees.  

PAINTING PROVIDER 

England Paint Contracting Inc.

PAVING PROVIDER 

APAC Kansas Inc.
302 Peyton St.
620-342-2047

OWNERS - CRH 
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Trying to take 
care of customers the best we can. 

PEST CONTROL SERVICE 

Flint Hills Termite  
and Pest Control Inc.

703 Prairie, Emporia
620-342-3320

OWNER - Darren Biggs
WHAT IS THE SECRET TO YOUR SUCCESS - We 
have great customers! Many of them have 
been loyal to us for years and years, and have 
recommended us to people they know. As our 
company has grown we have added staff in 
order to provide service as quickly as we can. 
Thank you to the whole flint hills region for this 
honor! 

PLUMBING COMPANY

Plumbing by Spellman Inc.
821 Commercial Street, Emporia

620-342-2122
www.plumbingbyspellmanks.com

OWNERS - Lenny & Jason Spellman
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Our wonderful 
& loyal customers as well as our dedicated & 
caring employees!

POOL/ HOT TUB STORE 

First Start Pool & Patio
2929 W. Hwy 50, Emporia

620-208-7665
OWNERS - Scott and Lori Grimmett
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Putting the 
customer first “providing the professional, 
quality service you deserve.”

PRESCHOOL 

Lord’s Lambs Preschool,  
Faith Lutheran Church

1348 Trailridge Rd., Emporia
620-342-3590

www.faithemporia.org
OWNER - Greg Davis
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Awesome staff.

RADIO STATION 

KVOE, KVOE Radio 96.9 FM 1400 
AM KVOE.com

1420 C or E Drive, Emporia
www.kvoe.com
620-342-1400

OWNERS - Sauder Family LLC
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THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Being 
involved with, and supporting our 
community. Local News, local Weather 
(severe weather coverage) local Sports, local 
events and fundraisers. A great staff and 
ownership that embrace our Live and Local 
brand. We are fortunate to have outstanding 
advertisers and listeners that are second to 
none. 

R E A L  E S T A T E  F I R M

EK Real Estate
1201 W 6th Ave., Emporia

620-342-3366 
www.ekhomes.com

OWNERS - Jeff Kitselman, Aaron Sewell, Jan 
Utech, Jeff Williams
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - We are blessed 
to serve a community we love and call home 
ourselves. Taking care of and truly caring 
about our customers to buy their home, new 
business or purchase land is always an honor. 

R O O F I N G  P R O V I D E R 

Wray Roofing, Inc. 
805 E. 6th Ave., Emporia 

OWNERS - Kevin & Rick Wray

R V  S A L E S 

RV Doc
618 Industrial Ave., Emporia

620-342-0702 
rvdoc2002@att.net 

OWNER - Carl J. Richardson 
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Being honest with 
people and providing the best service possible. 

S E M I -  T R U C K  R E PA I R

Noonan Truck and Trailer

S TA F F I N G  A G E N C Y 

Customer Driven Staffing
707 W 6th Ave., Emporia

(620) 842-8801
www.customerdrivenstaffing.com

OWNERS - Family Owned
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - EVERYONE 
should be treated with dignity and respect: our 
applicants, our customers, and our co-workers

S T O R A G E  F A C I L I T Y 

A Jumbo Storage

TA N N I N G  F A C I L I T Y 

The Midas Touch
2918 W. Hwy 50, Suite F, Emporia

620-340-1011
www.midastouchtans.com

www.facebook.com/midastouchtans and www.

facebook.com/ThetaYoga
OWNERS - Darrell & Lea Ringler
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS -  “When you love 
what you do, it shows!” The addition of our 
Beauty & Wellness services have re-ignited 
our passion for providing a relaxing place to 
Look Your Best & Feel Your Best. This year has 
truly been a game changer; our Lipo-Fit body 
slimming, Poly skin rejuvenation treatments, 
FitBurn infrared detox sessions, and Theta yoga 
studio have expanded our umbrella of services to 
encapsulate the ‘look good, feel great’ vibe we’ve 
always provided with our sunbeds and spray tans. 
We look forward to many more years serving the 
community!  

T E L E V I S I O N  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R 

ValuNet FIBER
2914 W. Hwy 50 Suite A, Emporia

Www.Myvalunet.com
https://www.facebook.com/Valunet/

OWNERS - Stormy Supiran, Richard Tidwell, 
Bob Agler, Steve Sauder
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Our ValuNet 
Fiber team consists of over 30 local people 
that have proudly built Emporia’s only ALL 
FIBER network. With over 50 local investors, 
our network has been built for Emporians by 
Emporians, and has brought a new level of 
quality and reliability in Broadband, HDTV 
and Telephone service that is unmatched in 
our industry. While we take great pride in our 
network quality, speed, and reliability, what 
we are most proud of our people. Networks 
do not operate by themselves and customers 
cannot fulfill their needs for technical support 
on their own. This is where our people shine! 
All ValuNet FIBER staff and management are 
committed to ALWAYS working to help our 
customers and continue to provide the best 
service we can!

T I R E  S T O R E 

Mel’s Tire

T O W I N G  P R O V I D E R

Flint Hills Towing, Inc.
423 Graham St., Emporia

620-343-2326
www.flinthillstowing.net

THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Hard work & 
great employees!

T R A I L E R  P A R K 

Southgate Mobile Home Park

T R E E  S E R V I C E

Wellnitz Tree Care
Randy Wellnitz

310 Congress St., Emporia
620-640-2484

www.wllnitztreecare.com
THE SECRET OF OUR SUCCESS - Putting 
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Customers first!

T R U C K I N G  C O M P A N Y 

Red Line Trucking

BEST FOR  
FUN & 

ENTERTAINMENT
B A R /  N I G H T  C L U B

Mulready’s Pub

B I N G O

Emporia Senior Center

C H I L D ’ S  B I R T H D AY  P A R T Y

Emporia Recreation Center
313 W 4th Ave., Emporia

620-340-6300
www.emporiarec.org

https://www.facebook.com/EmporiaRec/
OWNERS - Tom McEvoy
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - We love what 
we do! We understand that you choose us 
for your free-time-fun, rest, relaxation and 
wellness. Our goal is to keep you Active for 
Life! Thank you for choosing us as the best 
place to celebrate your child’s birthday party! 

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T  O R 
F E S T I V A L

Dirty Kanza

D AY  T R I P

Tallgrass Prairie  
National Preserve

2480 B Kansas Highway 177, Strong City
www.nps.tallgrassprairie

620-273-8494 x0
OWNER: National Park Service
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - Having 
something for everyone to explore & enjoy!

D I S C  G O L F  C O U R S E 

Hammond Park

G O L F  C O U R S E 

Emporia Municipal Golf Course

L O C A T I O N  F O R  F I R S T  D A T E

Radius Brewing Company
610 Merchant St.

620-208-4677
www.radiusbrewing.com

OWNERS - Jeremy “JJ” Johns, Justin “Gus” 
Bays, Chad Swift
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - For us, it’s 
all about sticking with the idea behind the 
name Radius. Eat local, drink local, support 
local, act local, and most importantly, BE 
local. This is the idea that we built our 
business around. And of course so much 
of our success can be ‘attributed’ to this 
amazing community and the support that we 
have received since Radius became an idea 
years ago. That support has motivated us to 
continue to act and be as local as possible, 
not only as a restaurant and brewery, but 
also as active participants in the ongoing 
growth of the community! Cheers, Emporia, 
and thank you for your continued support!!

P A R K

Peter Pan Park

P L A C E  T O  T A K E  
O U T - O F - T O W N  G U E S T S 

Radius Brewing Company
610 Merchant St.

620-208-4677
www.radiusbrewing.com

OWNERS - Jeremy “JJ” Johns, Justin “Gus” 
Bays, Chad Swift
THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - For us, it’s 
all about sticking with the idea behind the 
name Radius. Eat local, drink local, support 
local, act local, and most importantly, BE 
local. This is the idea that we built our 
business around. And of course so much 
of our success can be ‘attributed’ to this 
amazing community and the support that we 
have received since Radius became an idea 
years ago. That support has motivated us to 
continue to act and be as local as possible, 
not only as a restaurant and brewery, but 
also as active participants in the ongoing 
growth of the community! Cheers, Emporia, 
and thank you for your continued support!!

W A T E R  R E C R E A T I O N 

Jones Aquatic Center
4202 W 18th Avenue, Emporia 

620-340-6400 
www.emporiarec.org 
Find us on Facebook

OWNERS - City of Emporia, managed by 
Emporia Recreation Commission - Jennifer 
Wegener, Aquatic Supervisor  
WHAT IS THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS - We 
are super excited and honored to receive 
the award for the Readers’ Choice Best 
Water Recreation. The JAC lifeguard, 
cashier, and concession teams are the 
key to our success. Their hard work, 
dedication, and passion has made the 
aquatic center a wonderful attraction for 
the city of Emporia. 
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COLOR

Thank you for once again voting Ek Real Estate 
“Best of the Flint Hills.”

EMPORIA’S #1 REAL ESTATE AGENCY

620-342-3366
1201 W. 6th • Emporia, KS

eksellsemporia@gmail.com

Visit ekhomes.com
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL LAND • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

1901 W. 6th Avenue
(across from Long John Silvers)

Thank you for voting us

BEST CAR WASH

Mr. G’s -

101 S. Commercial St.
(across from Casey’s)

716 E. 12th Avenue
(next to Do B’s)

Three Locations -

Car Wash

2010

Car Wash

2011

Car Wash

2012

Car Wash

2013

Car Wash

2014

Car Wash

2015

Car Wash

2016

Car Wash

2017

Car Wash

2018

Car Wash

2019


