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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, o cTviENT
v e 156
GANNCN KEN VAN DYXE,
Defendant.

(Uninwful Use of Confidential g;%mmmﬁmm Personsl Galn)

T Orend Jiy harges:

I, GANNON KEN VAN DYKS, the defendant, misepproyristed ciessified,
norpeblic U8, Governmert mformation aboot 8 U8, military opemtion to capiurs Nicolss
Medure and hig wife, Clliz Flopss, ssiled “Opemiior Absslate Rssolve,”™ (o make mors than
$450,000 in ilege! profits, Atthatine, VAN DYKE wes an sotivs-dity member of the U8, Anmyy
end sad access 10 sensitive, nospublle, classifed informstion about the cperation prios to its pablic
diselogure. Recther than nefaguncd that information as ke was chiigrad to do, VAN DYXE decided
1o use that clessified information %¢ plens wades on & precicticn market platSorm far kis persomal
pradit, VAN DYKE subsequently tried 1o concesl bis unlawful use of classiffed U 8, Govemment
information 5y atiemptisg to vbscure the souree of Kis sniswil procescs and o disguise fig

connection to the sccounts Uinced to e it trades.

Z. Since [n or sbomt 2008, GANNGN KEN VAN DYKE, the dsfendant, Siss betn an
sotivecimy soldier n the U8, Army, Simoe gt leant 1o or ahout 2023, VAN DYKE lhes bees a
Master Sergoant with U.S, Arszy Special Farces. At thnes relavant to tads Indictrens, VAN DYRE



was siatiosed &b Forl Bregg, @ mllitary Jase logated £ Faysbiaville, North Cerolizg. Fort Brage
Ywases the 2% Alfoome Division, XVIL Albome Corps, L8, Arg’v Speaial Opetetivme
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someand assignad t the Liited States Suecid Openslion: Comnund that preperes asaigzed,
srtacimd, and sugrsentation foroee rad, wher dieotsl; conduciy special oparetinng esmnst threuts
te seotect e besmetamd and UR, miereits svroad.
T lmoe shont Sepbetber 2018, (ANNOK XEN VAN DYKE, ths defenders, sigasd
& Sepawve Comperimected Jofermafion ("SC7) Newdiscloswe dgwement Under thet
greamert, VAY DYRS schowiedgel they the Unied St Covernress placed Mipeslal
seEidense e frust” in VAN DVEE, Unider that agieement, VAN VKR 45 puommintd to “saver

Elvidige atyihing marked a5 SCT oo tha (] kaowle] 10 e SO to engone” VAN DVKE further
acknovwiedger that il information™ %o wivst te sudy “osteis steses . | (e now and viall retmain
the pronmty of the Tivted States Clovermman ™ Actordiogly, sin=s in or sbost thas time, VAN
DYRE hag hed access 1o gensithys, nonpskiia, elessifed infarmatine,

N On oz dbowt Dedember &, 4025, CANNON K2 VAN DVYEE, e defendant,
sipaed & njndisoleaure sgeement reperding Western Eemisphers Overstiors: Pursuart fo the
terrrs ofiihe agreamient, VAN DYEES scknow edged e, fueto Bis association with USASQQ, be
may be greoted soeess 1o “nformaticn, salanial, ead placs, which convern e mowrity of e
United Ste%s,” and VAN DYRE agreed hs would “nevec divilge, publish, ox feyesl by yritics,
Wyecs, cendeat, o ofherwise | . ey slessified or nestive informetion elssing to [USASOC
opration witin the Weatsr Hesalgphere. " VAN DYKE furthir agsed fat slassified oo sensitive
{efrmepion he saquives i ezvection with 7 sssocieon with VUSASNC assetitne Wil the
Western Hecniephers rercaius Cis property of the Covemntren oF i Undted! Stefes of Atsgrics
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5 Frony &% lesnsl o cr sbot Deveiclor 8, 20235, throunh at Legst on or abuut Jamary ©,
2475, GANNON XEM VAN DVEE, the cefondany, wes ivolyed & the »lanming #nd exsoution
CnsIye, NON-pupll
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Ao that ogeration,

£ GANNON XEN VAN DVEE, e defendant, was swars thed his sesoclaticn with
VEASOC sroviced ki aceses o wassified U 5. Governmen! informiatian, In vr s3out Naoywisbes
2085, VAN IYHE opiseded to s Songs sontut 2 sorernsot dispieying the resplte i e Googie
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i ! Palysmesket is the tecs name o7 & pradiction sstkmpiace opeited by Blockealize,
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ablingat, Bash marke! is Surmed s g Yea/Ne ynestion suak gz “Will X Sappen?” sue puivs 4 VB
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asseament of the prozeatlity thee s sttt will cooun. For swawmple; [P1he sarioe peroaives o 75%



probability, the YES share will trade at approximately $0.75 and the NO share at approximately
$0.25, and the prices adjust as countcrparty supply and demand shift,

8. Polymarket’s websitc is accessible via the internet throughout the world, including
in the Southern District of New York. Polymarket operates markcts, including thosc relevant here,
using the Polygon blockchain and it processcs trading activity and payments in the eryptocurrency
“USDC.c,” a stablecoin pegged 1:1 to the U.8. dollar. The Polymarket markets relevant here are
puhlished to the Polygon blockchain as a smarl contract—a self-executing digital agreement—ihat
autornatically disperses USDC.e to the holders of winning shares when a market resolves.

9. In or about the fall and winter of 2025, Polymarket began offering binary event
contracts related to whether cerlain events involving Venezuela and Nicolas Maduro would, or
would not, occur. On or about September 6, 2025, Polymarket posted a market offering cvent
contracts regarding the likelihood of “US forces in Venezuela by” certain dates, including
September 6, 2025: October 31, 2025; November 30, 2025, December 31, 2025; January 31, 2026;
or March 31, 2026. On or about November 3, 2025, Polymarket posted a market offering event
contracts rcgarding the future likelihood of Maduro being “out™ of or removed {rom power in
Venczucla by certain dates, including November 30, 2025; December 31, 2025; January 31, 2026,
February 28, 2026; March 31, 2026; or December 31, 2026. On or about December 17, 2025,
Polymarket posted a market offering event contracts regarding the future likelihood of the ULS.

invading Venezuela by on or before Junuary 31, 2026. On or about December 18, 2025,



Polymarket posted a market offering event contracts regarding the future tikelihood of President
Trump “invok[ing] War Powers against Venezuela” by a certain date.

VAN DYKE Makes Polymarket Trades on Venczuela and Maduro Related Markets

10. On or about December 26, 2025, GANNON KEN VAN DYKE, the defendant,
created a Polymarket account. VAN DYKE used a virtual privatc network (“VPN™) serviee and
connected to Polymarket through an exit node, which geolocated to a foreign country. Then,
between on or about December 27, 2025, and on or about January 2, 2026, at approximately
9:58 PM EST, VAN DYKE purchased approximately $33,934 worth of “YES” shares on Maduro-
and Venezuela-related markets.

11.  Specifically, GANNON KEN VAN DYKE, the defendant, traded on Maduro- and
Venezuela-related contracts on 13 separate occasions:

a. On or about December 27, 2025, VAN DYKE purchased approximately
634 “YES” shares of the market “U.S. Forces in Venezuela . . . by January 31, 2026” at a volume-
weighted average price of approximately $0.15 per share, for a total purchase price of
approximately 96 USDC ¢ (approximately $96).

b. On or about December 30, 2025, VAN DYKE purchased approximately
13,769 “YES” shares of the market “Maduro out by . .. January 31, 2026™ at a volume-weighted
average price of approximately $0.09 per share, for a total purchase price of approximately 1,238
USDC.e (approximately $1,238). Also on or about December 30, 2025, VAN DYKE purchased
approximately 850 additional shares of the market “Maduro out by ... January 31, 2026” at a
volume-weighted average price of approximately $0.10 per share, for a total purchase price of

approximately 85 USDC.e (approximately $85).



C. On or about January 1, 2026, VAN DYKE purchased approximately 17,858
“YES” shares of the market “Will the U.S. invade Venezuela by . . . January 31,” approximately
1,752 “YES” shares of thc market “Trump invokes War Powers against Venczuela
by ... January 31,” and approximately 73,685 “YES" shares of the market “Maduro out
by ... January 31" at 4 volume-weighted average price of approximately $0.06, $0.06, and $0.07
per share, respectively, for a total purchase price of approximately 6,100 USDC.e (approximately
$6,100).

d. On or about the moming of January 2, 2026, VAN DYKE purchased
approximately 3,618 “YES™ shares of the market “Trump invokes War Powers against Venezuela
by ... January 31,” and purchased approximately 90,347 “YES"™ shares of the market “Maduro
out by ... January 317 at a volume-weighted average price of approximately $0.04, and $0.07 per
share, respectively, for a total purchase price of approximately 6.150 USDC.e (approximately
$6,150). That evening, VAN DYKE purchased approximately 82.421 “YES” shares of the market
“Maduro out by ... January 317 at a volume-weighied average price of approximately $0.07 per
share, for a total purchase price of approximately 6,000 USDC.e (approximately $6,000). That
evening, VAN DYKE also transferred additional funds into his Polymarket account, which he used
to purchase additional approximately 564 “YES™ shares of the market “US forces in Venczuela
by January 31, 2026” and an additional 87,500 “YES” shares of the market “Maduro out
by ... January 31" at a volume-weighted average price of approximately $0.07 and $0.08 per
share, respectively, for a total purchase price of approximately 7,050 USDC.c (approximately
$7,050). Approximately 45 minutes later, VAN DYKE purchased approximately 88,187 “YES”

shares of the market “Maduro out by . . . January 31" at a volume-weighted average price of



sppsngimwely $0.08 per dnave for 9 ol pchese ofice of wppreximmizly 7,215 USDC.e

{epmoximaraly §7,2:5),
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sackets, VAK DYKE bad reesived that irformiation 45 part of 2 sreployment, and under 2 duy
aftepet ard confidinos o meisteln the sorSdentinlny of sk claey Sod informetion aad to not oae
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"Wiedisroowt by . . Jexsery 20, 2006, and A forses i Vemszonla vy | Jesaey 81, Z0%5. As
a renll, GANNON XEN VAN DYEE, fhe defendernt, won his wegereon thoss sontigsts, Og ar
abaut Jumery 5, 2028, VAN DYXE scld Me poefirue v s poofl! us e meskess " T bivdkee

War Poweor agalvet Venezzals by . Teousmy 307 asd WH e UG loweds Vensamle
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16 Pdllesing ks suepessfl weding relating to Madveo- and Vensmeels-releted
contzis, GANNOK KEN VAN DYEE, the defontant, tansfermed and disstiond the shaptnds
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from’ the account aud depasited it into 2 nowly-ereetsd brokerage serount As of on of ehout
April 71, 2026, that orclearagy acontin teyssing & balesse of approiciaataly §415,3. 1, roprestnting
rrocseds racsab s bo VAN DYH % Folyoke! tredss,
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asked Polymarket to delete his Polymarket account, falsely claiming that he had lost access to the
cmail address to which the account had been associated, That same day, VAN DYKE changed the
email registered to his cryptocurrency exchange account to an email address that was not
subscribed to in his name, which cmail address was created on or about Deccmber 14, 2025.

Statutory Allegations

I18.  From at least in or about December 2025 up to and including at least in or about
January 2026, in the Southern District of New York and elsewhere, GANNC;N KEN VAN DYKE,
the defendant, an employee and agent of a department and agency of the Federal Government, who
by virtue of his employment and position, acquired information that may affect and tend to affect
the pricc of a commodity in interstate commerce, and for future delivery, and a swap, and which
information had not disseminated by the department and agency of the Federal Government
holding and creating the information or by Congress or by the judiciary in a manner which made
it generally available to the trading public, or disclosed in a criminal, civil, or administrative
hearing, or in a congressional, adminisirative, or Government Accountability Office report,
hearing, audit, or investigation, willfully and knowingly, used the information in his personal
capacity and for personal gain to enter into, and offcred to enter into, a contract of salc of a
commodity for future delivery (and option on such a contract); and an option (other than an option
executed or traded on a national securities exchange registered pursuant to section 78f(a) of title
15); and a swap, to wit, VAN DYKE, knowing that he had obtained material nonpublic
Government informatton, used it to execute swap transactions in the form of binary event contracts
for personal gain,

(Title 7, United States Code, Section 6¢(a)(3), 13(a)(5); and Title 18, United States Code,
Section 2.)



COUNT TWO
(Theft of Nonpublic Goverument Information)

The Grand Jury further charges:

19. The allegation contained in paragraphs 1 through 17 of this Indictrent are hereby
repeated, realleged, and incorparated by reference, as if fully set forth herein.

20.  From at least in or about December 2025 up to and including at least in or about
January 2026, in the Southern District of New York and elsewhere, GANNON KEN VAN DYKE,
the defendant, stole, converted, and misappropriated, information held and created by a department
and agency of the Federal Government, which information may atfect and tend to affect the price
of a commodity in interstate commerce, and for future delivery, and a swap, where VAN DYKFE.
knew, and acted in reckless disregard of the fact, that such information had not been disseminated
by the department and agency of the Federal Government helding and creating the infarmation or
by Congress or by the judiciary in a manner which made it generally available to the trading public,
or disclosed in a criminal, civil, or administrative hearing, or in a congressional, administrative, or
Government Accountability Office report, hearing, audit, or investigation, and used such
information, and imparted such information with the intent to assist another person, directly and
indirectly, to use such information to enter into, and offer to enter into a contract of salc of a
commodity for future delivery (and option on such a contract); and an option (other than an oplicn
executed or traded on a national sccuritics exchange registered pursuant to section 78t{a) of title

15); and a swap, to wit, VAN DYKE obtained material nonpublic Government information
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