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Good morning, 
Paul Elias!

Thank you for subscribing  
to the EagleHerald
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TODAY: Mostly cloudy. Chance 
of rain and snow showers.

HIGH: 40     LOW: 33

DEATHS
Allard, Beverly G.
Hagen, Elizabeth
Opsahl, Robert S.
Pichette, Pearl J.

INSIDE
Local : Menominee wastewater 

sludge to be tested for PFAS more 

often. A8

Sports: Coleman set for high 

stakes game. B1

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—Central School 
teacher Mikayla Kewley brought her 
7-year-old cousin Isla Beckman to a 
Reading Adventure Night Monday at 
Spies Library to encourage her to enjoy 
reading. “We were having a read-a-thon 
at school,” Kewley said. During the pro-
gram, Isla built a stuffed bear to take 
home and read to nightly. She named 

it Snuggles.

The program included a story read 

aloud by children’s librarian Abbey 

Hoijer, which Kewley appreciated. “You 

get a lot of kids who don’t know how 

to hold a book when they come into 

school. This is teaching them how to 

read, the tone, the inflection of voices,” 

Kewley said.

Children also made an edible craft 

from candy corn and Oreo cookies, 

played bingo and received a free book 

to take home. “This is a format we’ve 

done with (the Intermediate School Dis-

trict) ISD for several years now,” Hoijer 

said. “The goal is early literacy; getting 

kids to read.”

The Menominee County Intermedi-

ate School District Great Start collabora-

tion worked with Spies Library to pres-

ent the hour-long Reading Adventure 

Night. “The Great Start collaboration 

has been working with the library for 

years on literacy programs,” said Sarah 

Hanson, director of the Great Start pro-

gram. It was put on hold during COVID.

Families get taste of reading
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Isla Beckman, 7, Menominee, enjoys an edible craft made with candy corn and Oreo cookies Monday at Spies Public Library. 
She named the stuffed bear she made Snuggles.

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer
ameyer@eagleherald.com

M E N O M I N E E — A t t i -
tude Wellness/Lume Canna-
bis Co., which is suing the City 
of Menominee over the way the 
city awarded marijuana retail 
licenses, received the Menominee 
Planning Commission’s approval 
Tuesday to proceed with plans to 
open a marijuana store where La 

Cabana restaurant is located on 
10th Street.

The planning commission 
needed to approve a special-use 
permit for the site, which is in 
a C-2 commercial zone because 
of its proximity to the water-
front, for Attitude Wellness/
Lume’s retail license to be fully 
approved. At the suggestion of 
the Marijuana Selection Commit-
tee, the Menominee City Council 
approved the company’s medical 

marijuana retail license on the 
condition the company receive 
the special-use permit.

The five planning commission 
members in attendance Tuesday 
voted to approve the special-use 
permit with the condition the 
plans be approved and necessary 
permits be granted by the State 
Bureau of Construction Codes 
and the City of Menominee. Two 
commission members—Tyler 
Uecke and Gina Sorensen—were 

absent from the meeting.
Kris Rusch was elected com-

mission chair at the meeting 
because former chair, attor-
ney Kim Coggins, resigned last 
month due to a conflict of inter-
est, according to minutes from 
the last meeting. Other members 
present were Carol Kramer, Peter 
Mayhew, Mike Menor and Brian 
Nutter.

Before voting on a motion 
to approve the permit, the 

commissioners heard public 
comment from seven people, 
including Menominee City Coun-
cil member Frank Pohlmann, 
who represents the 4th Ward and 
sits on the Judicial & Legal/Per-
sonnel & Labor Committee.

Pohlmann urged the plan-
ning commission to “establish a 
very high bar in granting any spe-
cial-use permit” for a waterfront 

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—The search for a new per-

manent superintendent for Menominee Area 

Public Schools has formally begun. The Board 

of Education selected the Michigan Leader-

ship Institute (MLI) to help in their search, and 

heard from MLI’s John Scholten during Mon-

day’s Committee of the Whole meeting.

“This is probably the most important job 

you guys have as a school board, selecting the 

next superintendent,” Scholten said, “and I am 

honored and pleased that you’ve selected us to 

assist you in this process.”

Scholten met with teachers, staff and bus 

drivers Monday and Tuesday in focus groups 

to provide input on what qualities they would 

like to have in the next superintendent. “The 

intent with the focus groups is to put together a 

profile for the district as to what type of leader 

you’re looking for,” he said.

Scholten put together a preliminary time-

line for filling the position sometime in Jan-

uary. He said the position is currently posted 

and has been sent out to both MLI’s Wiscon-

sin and Minnesota affiliate groups, and poten-

tially would be sent to the Illinois affiliate as 

well. He also suggested the board add a Dec. 

3 deadline, as he would plan on bringing all of 

the applicants to the board during the Dec. 13 

Committee of the Whole meeting for the board 

to review.

During that meeting, Scholten said the 

board would have the opportunity to go into a 

closed session to protect the confidentiality of 

the potential candidates. “Their candidacy is 

a private matter until you select to interview 

them. Once you decide to interview them, then 

it’s public,” he said.

Scholten said as of Monday, three people 

have already started the application process. 

“We’re going to stir up some interest, there’s no 

question about it,” he said.

Scholten also helped the district put together 

a short, three-question survey that is open to 

the public to answer. The survey asks about 

key skills and characteristics a superintendent 

should have and what strengths and challenges 

the district currently has. The survey can be 

accessed on the district’s website. The online 

survey will remain live through Monday.

Those interested in filling out the survey 

may go to https://www.gomaroons.org/arti-

cle/580437.

By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer

mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

PESHTIGO—The lack of 

adequate signage could be 

putting community mem-

bers at risk of PFAS expo-

sure, representatives of the 

Town of Peshtigo said during 

their Nov. 4 Water Commit-

tee meeting.

Following the launch of 

the Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources’ (DNR) 

investigation into the PFAS 

contamination from Tyco 

Fire Controls, a subsidiary of 

Johnson Controls, Inc., JCI/

Tyco installed warning signs 

around drainage ditches and 

surface water locations in the 

Town of Peshtigo and City of 

Marinette to alert commu-

nity members of potential 

PFAS exposure.

Water Committee mem-

ber and retired hydrogeol-

ogist Jeff Lamont said in an 

interview with the EagleHe-

rald, however, that the signs 

have been an issue since 

2019 when they were first 

installed. In particular, some 

community members have 

been dissatisfied with their 

placement and verbiage, say-

ing that the language and 

design of these signs don’t 

clearly communicate that 

there is a potential hazard.

The DNR, City of Mari-

nette Alderperson Doug 

Oitzinger, Marinette resident 

Andi Rich, Lamont and a 

mediator from the Wiscon-

sin Department of Health 

Services (DHS) met in a 

virtual meeting about six 

months ago to discuss com-

munity members’ concerns 

regarding the signs. Follow-

ing the meeting, Lamont and 

Oitzinger made a list of over 

30 suggested locations for 

additional signs and sent the 

list to the DNR and DHS.

MAPS hires 
MLI to help 

in search for  
superintendent

Residents push for installation of PFAS signs

Attitude Wellness’ special-use permit OKed

See PERMIT, A3

See SIGNS, A2


