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LCS 23 
completes 
sea trials

MARINETTE—Littoral 

Combat Ship (LCS) 23, the 

future USS Cooperstown, 

completed acceptance tri-

als in Lake Michigan.

Trials included a full-

power run, maneuverability 

testing, and surface and air 

detect-to-engage demon-

strations of the ship’s com-

bat system. Major systems 

and features were demon-

strated, including aviation 

support, small boat launch 

handling and recovery and 

machinery control and 

automation.

Now that trials are com-

plete, the ship will undergo 

final outfitting and fine-tun-

ing before delivery to the 

U.S. Navy next year. LCS 23 

is the 12th Freedom-vari-

ant LCS designed and built 

by the Lockheed Martin-led 

industry team.

“LCS 23, like other Free-

dom-variant Littoral Combat 

Ships, delivers unique flex-

ibility and capability to the 

U.S. Navy,” said Joe DePietro, 

Lockheed Martin vice pres-

ident and general manager, 

Small Combatants and Ship 

Systems. “Freedom-variant 

LCS are inherently capable, 

and they offer 40% reconfig-

urable hull space to evolve 

to future U.S. Navy missions. 

During acceptance trials, 

LCS 23 proved its maneuver-

ability, automation and core 

combat capability.”

Unique among combat 

ships, the focused-mission 

LCS is designed to support 

mine countermeasures, 

anti-submarine and surface 

warfare missions and is eas-

ily adapted to serve future 

and evolving missions. The 

Freedom-variant LCS is:

Æ Flexible—Forty percent 

of the hull is easily reconfigu-

rable, able to integrate Long-

bow Hellfire Missiles, 30 

mm guns, and manned and 

unmanned vehicles designed 

to meet today’s and tomor-

row’s missions.

Æ Lethal—LCS is stan-

dard equipped with Rolling 

Airframe Missiles (RAM) and 

a Mark 110 gun, capable of fir-

ing 220 rounds per minute.

Æ Powerful—LCS has gas 

turbines, diesel engines and 

water jets that together gen-

erate 114,000 horsepower 

making LCS capable of 

speeds in excess of 40 knots.

Æ Automated—LCS has 

the most efficient staffing of 

any combat ship.

“I would like to commend 

the entire Freedom Team on 

the successful acceptance tri-

als of LCS 23,” said Jan All-

man, CEO of Fincantieri 

Marinette Marine. “I’m con-

tinuously proud of the ded-

ication and perseverance 

shown by the entire team to 

provide our customer, the 

US Navy, with the most agile, 

capable warship.”

During trials, the Navy 

came aboard the ship to ver-

ify all systems were ready 

for delivery. Next up to com-

plete trials will be LCS 25, 

named for Marinette.

Special to the EagleHerald/Lockheed Martin
Littoral Combat Ship (LCS-23), the future USS Cooperstown, recently completed acceptance trials on Lake Michigan. 
The ship is among the Freedom Class of the LCS fleet built at Fincantieri Marinette Marine.

4th annual Christmas By the Bay goes live Thursday
By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—UW-Green Bay 

Marinette Campus’ Office of Con-

tinuing Education is hosting the 

fourth annual Christmas con-

cert, Christmas By the Bay. How-

ever, with the restrictions brought 

about in response to COVID-19, 

performing live at the Herb Wil-

liams Theatre isn’t an option 

this year, so the concert has gone 

online.

Director Brittany Welch said 

some ideas of what to do in the 

midst of the pandemic were dis-

cussed in the fall. “We talked 

about maybe doing a virtual kids’ 

musical or kids’ play instead of the 

normal children’s play, and finally 

we decided that probably the eas-

iest thing to do would be to do an 

online Christmas concert. There 

have been so many online Zoom 

concerts, and the dance studio 

(First Street Academy of Dance) 

did their recital virtually this year, 

so we took the idea from that,” she 

said.

After making that decision, 

Welch said the next decision 

was to determine whether or not 

to keep the cast limited to peo-

ple still living in the area. She 

decided ultimately to open it up 

to people who are out of town, 

which allowed Marie Newton 

and Hannah Fields, both veteran 

performers for Theatre on the Bay 

and Children’s Theatre, to partici-

pate from Green Bay and Jackson, 

Miss. respectively. “And for those 

who were here, we were able to 

gather safely at the theatre,” she 

said.

The cast members who were 

Milwaukee Bucks superstar Giannis Antetokounompo 
Tuesday signed the richest contract in NBA history. The 
two-time MVP signed a $228 million supermax exten-
sion, meaning he will be with the Bucks for at least the 
next five years. See story on B1.

Giannis signs The Associated Press

County Board discusses 
voting machines

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Mari-

nette County Administra-

tor John Lefebvre gave 

his report to the Board of 

Supervisors Tuesday morn-

ing, which included discus-

sion of recently purchased 

voting machines made by 

Dominion Voting Systems.

Lefebvre said the county 

received $673,078 was pro-

vided directly to Marinette 

County through the Routes 

to Recovery program, a 

state government grant 

program run by the state’s 

Department of Administra-

tion, and $175,754.90 was 

transferred by 16 other local 

districts to the county. Addi-

tionally, $73,300.02 in grant 

funds were transferred to 

the county specifically for 

acquiring voting machines.

“So the grand total of 

those three amounts is 

$922,132.92, which was 

made available through a 

combination of Routes to 

Recovery money and the 

grant money, specifically 

for the voting machines. 

The county assembled a list 

of eligible costs that totaled 

$932,709.63 in expenses, 

US vaccinations ramp up as 
2nd COVID-19 shot nears

By MATTHEW PERRONE, 

 LAURAN NEERGAARD 

and DAVID PORTER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON—Hun-
dreds more hospitals 
around the country began 
dispensing COVID-19 shots 
to their workers in a rapid 
expansion of the U.S. vacci-
nation drive Tuesday, while 
a second vaccine moved 
to the cusp of government 
authorization.

A day after the rollout 
of Pfizer-BioNTech’s coro-
navirus shots, the Food 
and Drug Administration 
said its preliminary analy-
sis confirmed the effective-
ness and safety of the vac-
cine developed by Moderna 
and the National Institutes 
of Health. A panel of out-
side experts is expected to 
recommend the formula on 
Thursday, with the FDA’s 
green light coming soon 
thereafter.

The Moderna vaccine 
uses the same technology 
as Pfizer-BioNTech’s and 
showed similarly strong 
protection against COVID-
19 but is easier to handle 
because it does not need to 
be kept in the deep freeze 
at minus 94 degrees Fahr-
enheit.

Another weapon against 
the outbreak can’t come 

soon enough: The number 

of dead in the U.S. passed 

a staggering 300,000 on 

Monday, according to Johns 

Hopkins University, with 

about 2,400 people now 

dying per day on average.

The devastating toll is 

only expected to grow in 

the coming weeks, fueled 

by travel over Christmas 

and New Year’s, family gath-

erings and lax adherence to 

mask-wearing and other 

precautions.

Packed in dry ice, ship-

ments of the Pfizer-BioN-

Tech vaccine began arriv-

ing Tuesday at more than 

400 additional hospitals 

and other distribution sites.
The first 3 million shots 

are being strictly rationed 
to front-line health workers 
and nursing home patients, 
with hundreds of millions 
more shots needed over the 
coming months to protect 
most Americans.

The rollout provided 
a measure of encourage-
ment to exhausted doctors, 
nurses and other hospital 
staffers around the country.

Maritza Beniquez has 
had a front-row seat to the 
devastation the COVID-19 
pandemic has wrought on 
communities of color in 

The Associated Press
Seattle Fire Department paramedic Alan Goto, right, 
receives one of the first Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vacci-
nations by registered nurse Allison Miller Tuesday at UW 
Medicine in Seattle.
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TODAY’S INDEX

TODAY: Overcast and
dry with light wind

HIGH: 32     LOW: 24

DEATHS
Fuller, Theodore C.

Hansen, Robert L.

Huebner, Thomas C.

Maguire, Robert F.

McFadden, Brandon M.

Olson, Karon R.

Vavrunek, George

INSIDE
Michigan: The monarch butterfly is on the probable list for becom-

ing an endangered species.  A3.

Lead in: Marinette senior golfer Ty Kretz is Wisconsin’s No. 1 ranked 

golfer for the class of 2021. B1.
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