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TODAY: Mostly cloudy, with a 
north wind 5 to 10 mph.

HIGH: 65     LOW: 54

DEATHS
Anderson, Ralph S.
Cornell, Janice L.

INSIDE
Business: Aacer Flooring plants 

maple tree in memory of long-time 

employee. A9

Sports: Marinette Hall of Fame 

inducted 2021 members Saturday. B1

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—The Menom-

inee City Council’s decision to 

encourage marijuana compa-

nies to apply to take over exist-

ing commercial sites means four 

long-time businesses might be 
relocating or closing to make way 
for marijuana stores.

It’s also added to the uncer-
tainty over whether the four com-
panies that won city approval for 
retail marijuana licenses in Sep-
tember will actually open stores 
in Menominee within the next six 
months.

La Cabana Restaurant in 
Menominee might be forced to 
find a new location if Attitude 
Wellness/Lume takes over the 
spot for a medical marijuana 
store, as tentatively approved by 
the Menominee City Council.

But as of last week, the restau-

rant owner hadn’t been told yet 

he’s got to move. “We might have 

to go,” said Martin Espinosa, 

owner of La Cabana restaurant 

in Menominee, which opened in 

2010. “We don’t have a lease right 

now.” Espinosa said the building 

has been for sale for two or three 
years, so he is paying rent month 
by month.

The city council, which didn’t 
approve Attitude Wellness/
Lume’s adult recreational-use 
retail application, is requiring 
the company be approved for a 
special use permit to act on its 
medical-use license, and this 
could prolong the process.

Espinosa said he would move 
La Cabana to another location 
in Menominee if he could keep 
the liquor license. “If I got an 

Long-time businesses to be displaced
New marijuana stores 
to take up residence at 
Menominee locations

See BUSINESS, A2

“
“You’d like to see some of them continue. We’re not forc-

ing them to sell.”

William Plemel
chair of the Judicial & Legislative/Personnel & Labor Committee

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—The deals on truck compo-

nents and tools being sold at a live and online 

auction last week at Stang Sales and Service in 

Menominee didn’t brighten the mood for many 

who knew the store was closing.

“I never would have believed it because 

they’ve been an icon here,” said customer Pat 

Telford. “I bought trucks from here over the 

years.”

Many weren’t aware the location is slated to 

be a new marijuana store.

“It’s kind of sad. It was a good service for the 

community,” said Eric Kozlowski, who worked 

for the company for 10 years. If it had to close, 

he’d prefer to see the property sold to L.E. Jones 

next door, a manufacturer of valve seat inserts. 

“I would rather it be more useful than weed 

growing,” he said.

For Sue Polito, owner of Stang’s, a third-gen-

eration family business, selling off the inven-

tory, equipment and real estate was the best 

way out of a sticky situation. The company 

owes a few million dollars to an underfunded 

union pension fund and doesn’t have the cash 

to pay the debt, Polito said.

An offer for the real estate at 3213 10th St. 

from marijuana company First Property Hold-

ings/Rize will allow Polito to exit the business 

and retire. While she turned down First Prop-

erty’s unsolicited offer initially, when her shop 

manager quit, she asked if the marijuana com-

pany was still interested in the property. They 

were, she said.

“It was an offer I couldn’t pass up. I had 

planned to work about two or three more 

years,” she said. “It’s kind of bittersweet, but I’m 
looking forward to not being on call 24/7 and 
doing some traveling and playing golf during 
the week.”

OCONTO—A south-

ern Wisconsin man died 

Thursday in a two-vehicle 

crash in Oconto County.

The crash happened at 

6:50 a.m. on Highway 64, 

near Swenty Road, in the 

Town of Brazeau, accord-

ing to the Oconto County 

Sheriff ’s Office.

A pickup driven by a 

41-year-old male from 

Columbus, Wisconsin, was 

traveling westbound on 

Highway 64 when it cross 

the centerline and struck 

an eastbound fully-loaded 

logging truck, the sheriff ’s 

office stated. The driver 

of the pickup died at the 

scene.

An ongoing investiga-

tion is being conducted by 

the Oconto County Sher-

iff ’s Office, Wisconsin 

State Patrol and the Brown 

County Medical Examiner’s 

Office. The Oconto County 

Sheriff ’s Office was assisted 

by the Brazeau Fire Depart-

ment, Brazeau Ambulance, 

Pound Fire Department, 

Oconto County Highway 

Department, Wisconsin 

State Patrol and the Brown 

County Medical Examin-

er’s Office.

No names have been 

released.

Man dies 
Thursday 
in Oconto 

County 
crash

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

M E N O M I N E E — T h e 

Maroons have experienced 

another loss with the death of 

the “mother of the Maroons,” 

Marye Mathieu, on Tuesday 

morning. She was 77 years 

old.

Mathieu was born in South 

Bend, Ind., Feb. 9, 1944. After 

living in Anderson, Ind., and 

Pontiac, Mich., Mathieu, her 

husband Dave Mathieu Sr., 

and their chil-

dren settled in 

Menominee 

and quickly 

d e d i c a t e d 

t h e m s e l v e s 

to the com-

munity. She 

was elected to 

the Menominee Area Public 

Schools Board of Education 

and continued to serve on the 

board for 37 years.

Mathieu was a dedicated 

member of the school board 

and dove into it head-first, 

learning as much as she could 

about how public school 

boards operate through-

out her time on the board. 

During her long tenure as a 

board member, she amassed 

over 700 education credits.

“She gave of herself, not 

only to the school board and 

the athletic department,” 

said MAPS Board Secretary 

Becky Thoune, “but she was 

involved everywhere. She 

gave her time freely, which is 

amazing. I don’t know how 

Stang closes, Teamster fund may gain more than owner

EagleHerald/Ann Meyer
Stang owner Sue Polito, left, and her best friend Nancy Christenson said they were looking for-
ward to playing golf after Polito retires from the third-generation family business she owns. They 
are shown at an auction held to clear out tools and equipment.

See STANG, A3

‘Mother of the Maroons’ Marye Mathieu dies at 77

See MATHIEU, A3

Mathieu


