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Evers calls on Legislature to pass COVID-19 bill fi rst
By SCOTT BAUER

The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis.—Democratic 

Gov. Tony Evers called on the 

Republican-controlled Wiscon-

sin Legislature to pass his pro-

posed COVID-19 relief bill before 

any other in the session that began 

Monday, urging them to move 

quickly after not voting on any-

thing related to the pandemic for 

nine months.

Republicans have shown lit-

tle interest in accepting the Evers 

proposal, which he fi rst fl oated 

two weeks ago and said includes 

only items that Republicans have 

agreed to. The Legislature has not 

voted on anything since April, 

when it passed the fi rst COVID-

19 response package early in the 

pandemic.

“It would be inexplicable after 

more than 260 days of inaction for 

any other issue or topic to be taken 

up by the legislature prior to pass-

ing a bill to address COVID-19,” 

Evers wrote.

Evers argues that he only 

included items that both sides 

could agree on, so there’s no rea-

son not to pass that scaled-back 

bill and work on other measures 

later.

But Republicans last month 

rejected the COVID-19 bill Evers 

asked lawmakers again on Mon-

day to pass before any other. 

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos said 

in December that he hoped to have 

agreement on a proposal with the 

GOP-controlled Senate in early 

January.

The bill Evers proposed made 

some concessions to Republicans, 

like extending hours at the state’s 

unemployment call center, as well 

as measures the GOP opposes 

such as continuing the suspen-

sion of a one-week waiting period 

for unemployment benefi ts that 

began in July. Evers in November 

originally proposed a $541 million 

plan, which Republicans rejected 

as too costly.

The Evers proposal also does 

not include dozens of ideas put 

forward by Assembly Republicans 

that Democrats oppose, including 

cutting aid to schools that don’t 

return to in-person classes. Demo-

crats on Monday put forward their 

own measure, which includes 
everything in the Evers bill and 
more that Republicans oppose, 
like accepting the federal Med-
icaid expansion money and paid 
sick leave and hazard pay for 
health care workers.

The Senate and Assembly both 
planned to meet Monday after-
noon to kick off the new two-year 
session and swear in new mem-
bers. Republicans return with 
60-38 majority in the Assembly 
and a 20-12 advantage in the Sen-
ate. There is one vacancy in each 
chamber, with special elections 
scheduled for April 6.

Assembly Democrats were 
sworn in by Evers virtually last 
week and none planned to attend 
the in-person ceremony on Mon-
day, said Democratic Minority 
Leader Gordon Hinz. Democrats 
have raised objections to Repub-
licans not mandating the wear-
ing of masks in the Assembly 
chamber, or in Assembly hearing 
rooms and offi ces in the Capitol. 
They also want to be able to attend 
committee hearings and fl oor ses-
sions virtually.

“We shouldn’t have to sacrifi ce 
our health and the health of our 
loved ones to do our jobs when 

we have alternatives available,” 

Hintz said.

If they must be present to vote 

on bills, Democrats will attend 

but will not be making “20-min-

ute speeches” or being together 

any longer than necessary, said 

Rep. Mark Sprietzer, the caucus 

chairman.

In the Senate, lawmakers who 

are to be sworn in can either attend 

in person or have it done virtually 

from their offi ces. No decision had 

been made about whether sena-

tors will be able to participate vir-

tually going forward.

Democratic Sen. Jon Erpen-

bach said he expected several 

Democratic lawmakers to attend 

the swearing-in ceremony in per-

son.

The number of positive COVID-

19 cases in Wisconsin peaked 

in mid-November and has been 

declining since, but the seven-day 

average has been slowly increas-

ing over the past week. To date, 

more than 486,000 Wisconsin res-

idents have tested positive and 

4,875 have died.

“
“It would be inexplicable after more than 260 days of 

inaction for any other issue or topic to be taken up 

by the legislature prior to passing a bill to address 

COVID-19.”

Gov. Tony Evers
Wisconsin

Men’s March Madness will be played 
entirely in the state of Indiana

By MICHAEL MAROT

Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS —The NCAA 

announced Monday that all 67 men’s 

basketball tournament games includ-

ing the Final Four will be played 

entirely in Indiana in a bid to keep the 

marquee event from being called off 

for a second consecutive year because 

of the coronavirus pandemic.

Games will be played one at a time 

on two courts inside Lucas Oil Sta-

dium, home of the NFL’s Indianapolis 

Colts. They will also be held at Bankers 

Life Fieldhouse, Hinkle Fieldhouse, 

Indiana Farmers Coliseum, Mackey 

Arena at Purdue and Assembly Hall 

in Bloomington. .

Championship weekend is still 

scheduled for April 3 and April 5 but 

preliminary round dates have not yet 

been determined.

“Last year, we had to rip March 

Madness away from all the teams and 

all the fans at the very last minute,” 

NCAA President Mark Emmert said 

during a video call. “We know it was 

the right thing to do, but it was a pain-

ful thing to do. So we want to deliver 

this year on the promise of March 

Madness. They deserve it.”

Still to be determined is how many 

fans will be allowed inside the venues.

NCAA officials said a limited 

number of family members of play-

ers and coaches could attend games 

but decisions about expanding atten-

dance or conducting fan events will 

be announced later. The pandemic 

has already canceled scores of college 

basketball games this season, with 

postponements and COVID-19 issues 

nearly a daily occurance.

“This is going to be complicated 

and difficult; there’s no question 

about that,” NCAA vice president of 

basketball Dan Gavitt said.

Ball State, Butler, Indiana, IUPUI 

and Purdue will serve as host schools 

and the Horizon League will host 

games played at Lucas Oil Stadium, 

just a short distance away from NCAA 

headquarters. The NCAA also plans to 

hold its Division II and Division III 

tournaments in Indiana.

Gavitt said most of the Division 

I games will be played in the India-

napolis area, though some fi rst-round 

games will be played at Indiana and 

Purdue. Both Big Ten schools are 

approximately an hour’s drive from 

Indianapolis.

The NCAA said it intends to partner 

with a local health provider to admin-

ister COVID-19 testing for players, 

coaches, school administrators and 

offi cials and will continue to work 

with public health offi cials to main-

tain a safe and healthy environment 

around the tournament

CBS Sports and Turner Sports will 

continue to televise all of the games 

on the TBS, CBS, TNT and truTV net-

works and their digital platforms.

“March Madness will take place in 

2021, but the environment in which 

we live is drastically different, which 

means the tournament will have a dif-

ferent feel as well,” Gavitt said. “Cur-

rently, there are no changes to the fi eld 

size of 68, Selection Sunday is still 

scheduled for March 14 and the Final 

Four will still be played April 3 and 5.”

The NCAA had said it intended to 

play the entire tourney in one general 

locale and Indianapolis would be the 

likely place. There are dozens of down-

town hotels and restaurants within 

walking distance of multiple basket-

ball venues with additional practice 

facilities just a short drive away.

Indianapolis has served as the host 

for seven men’s Final Fours since 1980 

in addition to a litany of early round 

games and regional championships.

Indy also has hosted multiple wom-

en’s Final Fours. The NCAA has not 

yet announced plans for the wom-

en’s tourney, though a similar deci-

sion to host all games in one locale 

is expected.

“Since 1940, our city has been the 

backdrop for 97 NCAA men’s tourna-

ment games, putting us at No. 5 for all-

time hosts,” Mayor Joe Hogsett said. 

“By the time the 2021 tournament 

ends, Indy will be No. 1 and I have 

every confi dence our city is up to the 

task of running these games in a safe 

and healthy environment.”
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In this fi le photo, Duke’s Jahlil Okafor (15) and Wisconsin’s Frank Kaminsky (44) battle for the ball at the tip off during 
the fi rst half of the NCAA Final Four college basketball tournament championship game in Indianapolis in 2015.  The 
NCAA announced Monday that all 67 men’s basketball tournament games including the Final Four, will be played 
entirely in Indiana in a bid to keep the marquee event from being called off for a second consecutive year because of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Prosecutor: Wisconsin pharmacist thought vaccine was unsafe
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORT WASHINGTON, 

Wis. —A Wisconsin phar-

macist told police he tried 

to ruin hundreds of doses 

of coronavirus vaccine 

because he felt the shots 

weren’t safe, a prosecutor 

said Monday.

Police in Grafton, about 

20 miles north of Milwau-

kee, arrested Advocate 

Aurora Health pharmacist 

Steven Brandenburg last 

week following an investi-

gation into the 57 spoiled 

vials of the Moderna vac-

cine, which officials say 

contained enough doses to 

inoculate more than 500 

people.

“He’d formed this belief 

they were unsafe,” Ozaukee 

County District Attorney 

Adam Gerol said during a 

virtual hearing. He added 

that Brandenburg was upset 

because he was in the midst 

of divorcing his wife, and an 

Aurora employee said Bran-

denburg had taken a gun to 

work twice.

Gerol didn’t explain why 

Brandenburg thought the 

vaccine wasn’t safe. Fed-

eral regulators authorized 

the Moderna vaccine for 

emergency use on Dec. 18. 

According to the U.S. Food 

and Drug Administration, 

the vaccine’s side effects are 

mostly mild, ranging from 

soreness at the injection site 

to nausea and fever.

Charges are pending and 

the FBI and U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration are 

also investigating.

Advocate Aurora Health 

Care Chief Medical Group 

Officer Jeff Bahr has said 

Brandenburg admitted that 

he deliberately removed the 

vials from refrigeration at the 

Grafton medical center over-

night on Dec. 24 into Dec. 

25, returned them, then left 

them out again on the night 

of Dec. 25 into Saturday.

A pharmacy technician 

discovered the vials outside 

the refrigerator on Dec. 26. 

Bahr said Brandenburg ini-

tially said he had removed 

the vials to access other 

items in the refrigerator and 

had inadvertently failed to 

put them back.

The pharmacist has been 

fi red.

The Moderna vaccine is 

viable for 12 hours outside 

refrigeration, so workers 

used the vaccine to inocu-

late 57 people before dis-

carding the rest. Police said 

the discarded doses were 

worth between $8,000 and 

$11,000.

Bahr said the doses peo-

ple received Dec. 26 are all 

but useless. But Gerol said 

during the hearing that 
Moderna would need to 
test the doses to make sure 
they’re ineffective before 
he can proceed with any 

charges beyond destruction 
of property.

Judge Paul Malloy set a 
$10,000 signature bond for 
Brandenburg.ees.

The Associated Press

A pharmacist at  Aurora Medical Center in Grafton, Wis., 
allegedly intentionally ruined hundreds of doses of vac-
cine for the coronavirus.

IN BRIEF
Peshtigo chamber accepts donation

PESHTIGO—The Peshtigo Area Chamber of Commerce, 
on behalf of the Wild Goose River Kayak Group, accepted 
a donation from Rick Thill State Farm Insurance Agency.

The contribution was the result of State Farm’s “Quotes 
for Good” program where from September through Decem-
ber every household that completed an auto quote from 
Thill, he made a donation of $10.

Roberta Davis, director of the Peshtigo Area Chamber 
of Commerce, received the $250 check from Rick.

To learn more about the ADA Kayak and Fishing Pier 
project, people can reach out to a board of director mem-
ber or our chamber offi ce by calling 715-582-0327 or they 
can also email peshtigochamber@centurytel.net with any 
questions.

Flags ordered at half-staff 
today for Abrahamson

MADISON—Gov. Tony 

Evers signed Executive 

Order No. 102 ordering the 

fl ags of the United States 

and the state of Wisconsin 

to be fl own at half-staff in 

honor of former Wisconsin 

Supreme Court Chief Jus-

tice Shirley Abrahamson 

today. Abrahamson died on 

Dec. 19 at the age of 87.

“Chief Justice Abraha-

mson was a fi rst—the fi rst 

woman to serve on the Wis-

consin Supreme Court and 

the fi rst woman to serve as 

chief justice. Yet, her legacy 

is defi ned not just by being 

a fi rst, but her life’s work of 

ensuring she would not be 

the last, paving and light-

ing the way for the many 

women and others who 

would come after her,” said 

Gov. Evers in a statement 

at the time of her passing. 

“We are thinking of Chief 

Justice Abrahamson’s fam-

ily and friends, and we join 

the people of Wisconsin in 

mourning the loss of one 

of our state’s most extraor-

dinary public servants and 

honoring her legacy.”

Private memorial ser-

vices will be held today. 

Executive Order No. 102 is 

in effect from sunrise to sun-

set today.

Miller says she won’t run for governor 
MOUNT CLEMENS, Mich. (AP) —Candice Miller, a 

suburban Detroit offi cial who has tackled environmental 
problems since leaving Congress, said Monday she won’t 
run for governor in 2022.

Miller, a Republican, is a popular public works com-
missioner in Macomb County. Besides serving 14 years 
in Congress, she won two statewide races for secretary of 
state in the 1990s.

“I will not be a candidate for governor in 2022,” Miller, 
66, said on Facebook.

“Improving water quality in our magnifi cent Great 
Lakes, upgrading and maintaining our infrastructure and 
being a positive component of economic prosperity for 
Macomb County—these remain my focus,” she said.

Miller’s disclosure is signifi cant because it takes some-
one from a large county with statewide name recogni-
tion off the list of potential challengers to Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer.

Flight makes emergency landing
MILWAUKEE (AP) —Authorities say a SkyWest fl ight 

from Milwaukee to Denver made an emergency landing 

in South Dakota Saturday after the fl ight crew reported a 

cracked windshield. No injuries were reported.

The Federal Aviation Administration said the twin-engine 

aircraft was diverted to Joe Foss Field in Sioux Falls, South 

Dakota and landed without incident at 10:45 a.m. Saturday.

No other details were available. The FAA is investi-

gating the incident, according to the Milwaukee Journal 

Sentinel.


