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ATLANTA—Democrat Raphael War-

nock won one of Georgia’s two Senate 

runoffs Wednesday, becoming the fi rst 

Black senator in his state’s history and 

putting the Senate majority within the 

party’s reach.

A pastor who spent the past 15 years 

leading the Atlanta church where Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. preached, Warnock 

defeated Republican incumbent Kelly 

Loeffl er. It was a stinging rebuke of out-

going President Donald Trump, who 

made one of his fi nal trips in offi ce to 

Georgia to rally his loyal base behind 

the state’s Republican candidates.

In an emotional address early 

Wednesday, he vowed to work for all 

Georgians whether they voted for him 

or not, citing his personal experience 

with the American dream. His mother, 

he said, used to pick “somebody else’s 

cotton” as a teenager.

“The other day, because this is Amer-

ica, the 82-year-old hands that used to 

pick somebody else’s cotton picked her 

youngest son to be a United States sen-

ator,” he said. “Tonight, we proved with 

hope, hard work and the people by our 

side, anything is possible.”

His victory marks a “reversal of 

the old southern strategy that sought 

to divide people,” Warnock told ABC’s 

“Good Morning America.”

The focus now shifts to the other race 

between Republican David Perdue and 

Democrat Jon Ossoff.

Ossoff held a small lead as of Wednes-

day morning, though it was too early to 

call the race. Under Georgia law, a trail-

ing candidate may request a recount 

when the margin of an election is less 

than or equal to 0.5 percentage points.

If Ossoff wins, Democrats will have 

complete control of Congress, strength-

ening President-elect Joe Biden’s stand-

ing as he prepares to take offi ce on Jan. 

20. A Democratic sweep would also 

make it more diffi cult for Republicans 

to block Biden’s ambitious progressive 

agenda, along with his Cabinet picks 

and judicial nominations.

This week’s elections mark the for-

mal fi nale to the turbulent 2020 elec-

tion season more than two months after 

the rest of the nation fi nished voting. 

The unusually high stakes transformed 

Georgia, once a solidly Republican state, 

into one of the nation’s premier battle-

grounds for the fi nal days of Trump’s 

presidency—and likely beyond.

Warnock’s victory is a symbol of a 

striking shift in Georgia’s politics as 

the swelling number of diverse, col-

lege-educated voters fl ex their power 

in the heart of the Deep South. It fol-

lows Biden’s victory in November, when 

he became the fi rst Democratic pres-

idential candidate to carry the state 

since 1992.

The Associated Press declared War-

nock the winner after an analysis of out-

standing votes showed there was no way 

for Loeffl er to catch up to his lead. War-

nock’s edge is likely to grow as more bal-

lots are counted, many of which were 

in Democratic-leaning areas.

Loeffl er refused to concede in a brief 

message to supporters shortly after 

midnight.

“We’ve got some work to do here. 

This is a game of inches. We’re going 

to win this election,” insisted Loeffl er, 

a 50-year-old former businesswoman 

who was appointed to the Senate less 

than a year ago by the state’s governor.

Loeffl er, who remains a Georgia sen-

ator until the results of Tuesday’s elec-

tion are fi nalized, said she would return 

to Washington on Wednesday morning 

to join a small group of senators plan-

ning to challenge Congress’ vote to cer-

tify Biden’s victory.

Georgia’s other runoff election pit-

ted Perdue, a 71-year-old former busi-

ness executive who held his Senate 

seat until his term expired on Sunday, 

against Ossoff, a former congressional 

aide and journalist. At just 33 years old, 

Ossoff would be the Senate’s youngest 

member.

“This campaign has been about 

health and jobs and justice for the peo-

ple of this state—for all the people of this 

state,” Ossoff said in a speech broadcast 

on social media Wednesday morning. 

“Whether you were for me, or against 

me, I’ll be for you in the U.S. Senate. I 

will serve all the people of the state.”

Trump’s false claims of voter fraud 

cast a dark shadow over the runoff elec-

tions, which were held only because no 

candidate hit the 50% threshold in the 

general election. He attacked the state’s 

election chief on the eve of the election 

and raised the prospect that some votes 

might not be counted even as votes were 

being cast.

Gabriel Sterling, a top offi cial with 

the Georgia secretary of state’s offi ce 

and a Republican, said there was “no 

evidence of any irregularities.”

“The biggest thing we’ve seen is from 

the president’s fertile mind of fi nding 

fraud where none exists,” he said.

Both contests tested whether the 

political coalition that fueled Biden’s 

November victory was an anti-Trump 

anomaly or part of a new electoral land-

scape. To win in Tuesday’s elections—

and in the future—Democrats needed 

strong African American support.

Drawing on his popularity with 

Black voters, among other groups, 

Biden won Georgia’s 16 electoral votes 

by about 12,000 votes out of 5 million 

cast in November.

Trump’s claims about voter fraud in 

the 2020 election, while meritless, res-

onated with Republican voters in Geor-

gia. About 7 in 10 agreed with his false 

assertion that Biden was not the legit-

imately elected president, according 

to AP VoteCast, a survey of more than 

3,600 voters in the runoff elections.

Election offi cials across the country, 

including the Republican governors in 

Arizona and Georgia, as well as Trump’s 

former attorney general, William Barr, 

have confi rmed that there was no wide-

spread fraud in the November election. 

Nearly all the legal challenges from 

Trump and his allies have been dis-

missed by judges, including two tossed 

by the Supreme Court, where three 

Trump-nominated justices preside.

Even with Trump’s claims, voters in 

both parties were drawn to the polls 

because of the high stakes. AP Vote-

Cast found that 6 in 10 Georgia voters 

say Senate party control was the most 

important factor in their vote.

Turnout exceeded both sides’ expec-

tations.

Even before Tuesday, Georgia had 

shattered its turnout record for a run-

off with more than 3 million votes by 

mail or during in-person advance vot-

ing in December. Including Tuesday’s 

vote, more people ultimately cast bal-

lots in the runoffs than voted in Geor-

gia’s 2016 presidential election.

Many in Georgia’s large African 

American community were ecstatic 

when they awoke to news of Warnock’s 

win on Wednesday.

Warnock makes history 
with Senate win

LANSING—Michigan 
Governor Gretchen Whit-
mer recently vetoed a bill 
that would allow fi rst-time 
offenders convicted of oper-
ating a vehicle while intox-
icated (OWI) to have their 
convictions set aside.

State Sen. Ed McBroom 
and State Rep. Beau LaFave 
said in a joint statement 
that Whitmer’s discion is a 
disservice to those who have 
paid their debts to society.

Senate Bill 1254, spon-
sored last session by 
McBroom, would have cre-
ated the OWI set-aside 
allowance, and would have 
built upon other set-aside 
legislation that was passed 
and signed into law by the 
governor last year.

The bill passed 96-8 in 
the state House and 32-5 in 
the Senate.

“It frankly doesn’t 
make much sense that the 

governor chose to sign sim-
ilar legislation letting fi rst-
time marijuana or sex crime 
convictions to be set aside, 
for example, but not to 
allow set-asides for people 
with one OWI conviction,” 
said McBroom, R-Wauce-
dah Township.

“The governor has made 
a terrible mistake in not 
providing this relief to 
these people and their fam-
ilies, along with employers 

looking for individuals to 

fill job vacancies. I hope 

to revisit this issue in the 

new year, because one bad 

mistake made long ago 

shouldn’t sideline someone 

from pursuing their slice of 

the American dream.”

The bill would not have 

provided an automatic con-

viction set-aside and would 

have only been applicable to 

fi rst-time offenders whose 

criminal action did not 

result in an injury or death.

An individual would 

have been eligible to peti-

tion for set-aside three years 

after their last day of impris-

onment, probation, or date 

of sentencing, whichever 

was latest.

“The biggest reason peo-

ple in Michigan—about 

2% of all residents—don’t 

have a clean record isn’t 

felony grand theft, arson, 

or breaking and entering,” 

said LaFave, R-Iron Moun-

tain, who sponsored similar 

legislation in the House. 

“It’s misdemeanor, first 

time, DUI. The above crimes 

can now be expunged, and 

multiple felonies can be 

removed from your record 

because of reforms Whit-

mer signed. Misdemeanor 

DUI is the only misde-

meanor you can’t expunge. 

Why?

“These individuals 

deserve a chance to learn 

and move on from their past 

mistakes, much like other 

nonviolent offenders with 

the same opportunities.”

McBroom, LaFave speak out against veto
Bill would allow expungement of fi rst-time OWI offenses
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NASHVILLE, Tenn.—
The FBI investigation into 
whether the Nashville bomb-
ing was a terrorist act has 
sparked criticism about a 
possible racial double stan-
dard and drawn questions 
from downtown business 
owners whose insurance cov-
erage could be affected by the 
bureau’s assessment.

More than a week after 
an explosion that struck at 
the heart of a major Ameri-
can city, the FBI has resisted 
labeling it an act of terrorism, 
an indication that evidence 
gathered so far does not con-
clusively establish that the 
bomber was motivated by 
political ideology—a key fac-
tor in any formal declara-
tion of terrorism. The bureau 
is still examining evidence 
and has not announced any 
conclusions, but investiga-
tors are known to be review-
ing whether Anthony Warner 
believed in conspiracy theo-
ries involving aliens and 5G 
cellphone technology.

Warner died in the Christ-
mas Day explosion of a rec-
reational vehicle that also 
wounded three other people.

“When we assess an event 
for domestic terrorism nexus, 
it has to be tied to an ideol-
ogy. It’s the use of force or vio-
lence in the furtherance of a 
political or social ideology or 
event. We haven’t tied that 
yet,” Doug Korneski, the FBI 
agent in charge of the agency’s 
Memphis offi ce, told report-
ers last week at a news con-
ference.

The FBI investigates two 
types of terrorism that are 
defi ned not by the ethnicity 
or background of the suspect 
but by the person’s motivation 
or ideology. International ter-
rorism involves acts by peo-
ple who are inspired by, or 
acting at the direction of, for-
eign terrorist organizations. 
Domestic terrorism generally 
involves politically motivated 
violence intended to further 
a particular cause or agenda.

The explosion in Music 
City’s historic downtown 
damaged more than 40 busi-
nesses. Since then, a handful 
of state and city leaders have 
raised concerns about the 
terrorism designation, argu-
ing that authorities would 
have acted differently if the  
63-year-old Warner had not 

been a white man.

“To those bending over 

backward to not call this an 

act of terror, if Warner had 

been a Muslim/immigrant/

black, will you say the same 

thing or will you be one of the 

millions condemning not just 

him but his entire commu-

nity?” Nashville City Council 

member Zulfat Suara tweeted 

just days after the bombing.

The classifi cation of the 

attack could help determine 

insurance payouts for busi-

nesses that were damaged. 

At issue are the varying defi -

nitions of terrorism sprinkled 

throughout federal law.

Small business owners 

tend to opt out of terror-

ism coverage when select-

ing insurance policies, pre-

suming that a terrorist act 

would be unlikely to affect 

their company, said Jason 

Schupp, founder and man-

aging member of Centers for 

Better Insurance, an insur-

ance industry think tank near 

Washington, D.C.

Pete Gibson is owner of 

Pride and Glory Tattoo Parlor, 

which is directly across from 

the bomb site. He said terror-

ism coverage was the farthest 

detail from his mind when he 

was selecting an insurance 

policy seven years ago. He is 

still unsure what will be cov-

ered, but he has a meeting 

with attorneys this week to 

go over his policy.

Gibson said he and other 

small business owners were 

approached earlier this year 

during Black Lives Matter 

protests about considering 

terrorism coverage, but they 

all brushed it aside.

He has been able to visit 

the bomb site to assess some 

of the damage, but his tattoo 

shop is still too unstable to 

walk through. He described 

“massive pieces of timber all 

around and lights fl ickering.”

According to the Treasury 

Department, 30% to 40% of 

Tennessee businesses have 

excluded terrorism coverage 

from their policies.

A 2002 federal law—

enacted by Congress shortly 

after the 9/11 attacks—allows 

the Treasury secretary to cer-

tify an event as an terror-

ist act regardless of how law 

enforcement offi cials regard 

it. To date, the Treasury has 

never done so, including 

after the 2013 Boston mara-

thon bombing and the 2017 

Las Vegas Strip mass shoot-

ing, Schupp said.

Furthermore, domes-

tic terrorism can be chal-

lenging to defi ne, especially 

when it comes to prosecution. 

Though there is a defi nition in 

the U.S. criminal code, there 

is no federal domestic ter-

rorism statute, meaning that 

Justice Department prosecu-

tors must turn to other crimes 

such as explosives charges to 

prosecute acts that might oth-

erwise be thought of as ter-

rorism.

The Nashville bombing 

occurred well before down-

town streets were bustling 

with Christmas activity. 

Police were responding to a 

report of shots fi red when 

they encountered the RV blar-

ing a recorded warning that 

a bomb would detonate in 

15 minutes. The audio then 

switched to a recording of Pet-

ula Clark’s 1964 hit “Down-

town” shortly before the blast.

Investigators have not 

uncovered a motive, but they 

have learned that Warner 

may have believed in con-

spiracy theories, including 

the idea that shape-shifting 

reptiles assume human form 

to take over society. He also 

discussed taking trips to hunt 

aliens, offi cials said.

The FBI has confirmed 

that Warner sent materials 

about his views to people he 

knew, but investigators have 

not released details about 

what the packages contained.

More than a week later, FBI avoids 
terror label for bombing

Dems near majority in 
Georgia runoff election

“
“To those bending over backward to not call this 

an act of terror, if Warner had been a Muslim/

immigrant/black, will you say the same thing or 

will you be one of the millions condemning not 

just him but his entire community?”

Zulfat Suara
Nashville City Council member, in a Tweet

The Associated Press
In this Monday photo, police offi cers walk past damaged buildings in Nashville, Tenn. The FBI 
investigation into whether the Nashville bombing was a terrorist act has sparked criticism 
about a possible racial double standard and drawn questions from downtown business own-
ers whose insurance coverage could be affected by the bureau’s assessment.

The Associated Press
Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Rev. 
Raphael Warnock waves to support-
ers during a drive-in rally, Sunday in 
Savannah, Ga. He won the senate seat 
Wednesday.


