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TODAY: Partly sunny with
10 to 15 mph wind gusts
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Nation: Store shelves across 

America are empty again as the 

virus surges. B10

Sports: Anthony Edwards is the 
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JCI makes headway against PFAS

By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MARINET TE—After 
three years of extensive 
research and seemingly 
endless studies, Johnson 
Controls Inc. has made a 
major breakthrough in its 
effort to eradicate PFAS 
from its property in Mari-
nette.

Katie McGinty, vice presi-
dent & chief 
sustainabil-
ity, govern-
ment and 
regulatory 
affairs offi-
cer for JCI, 
in a tele-
phone inter-
view Tues-
day, said the 

company is excited to take 
the next step in combating 
PFAS.

“I think this is very prom-
ising that we have clarity 
and view as to one major 
part of the permanent solu-
tion to this issue,” McGinty 
said. “Together with build-
ing the permanent water 
line for our neighbors in the 
Town of Peshtigo, who have 
been impacted by the plume 
from our property. These 
two pieces together will get 
us very far down the road 
to our goal of clean water, a 
protected Green Bay and a 
healthy environment.”

PFAS (per- and poly-
fl uoroalkyl) is a group of 

man-made chemicals that 
don’t break down and 
can accumulate over time 
(that is why they are com-
monly called forever chem-
icals). Because of their non-
stick qualities, PFAS can be 
found in a variety of prod-
ucts including cookware, 
food packaging, stain repel-
lants, dental fl oss, tents and 
fi refi ghting foam.

Studies have shown that 
exposure to PFAS can lead to 
certain medical conditions, 
including kidney cancer 
and thyroid disease.

GATHERING DATA

In the past three years, 
JCI has been busy collecting 
massive amounts of infor-
mation on PFAS in the area.

“After three years of inten-
sive studying and defi ning 
the problem we are now in 
a position to move from (an) 
interim to permanent solu-
tion to stop the PFAS pol-
lution from our property,” 
McGinty explained. “As we 
look at the universe of data 
and analysis that we’ve now 
collected—10,000-plus data 
points that help us to under-
stand exactly where the 
PFAS is and how it moves 
through the environment.”

McGinty said JCI now 
has a “very clear picture” of 
how PFAS has moved from 
the surface and into the 
groundwater heading east 
from its property.

“And all of that now 
enables us to pinpoint 
where the pollution is and 
to be able to go after it with 
source control technology 
that cleans that PFAS out 
of the environment,” she 
said. “We’re very eager and 
are working with incredible 
focus and determination 

now to be able to make this 

pivot from interim mea-

sures to the permanent 

measures that tackle the 

PFAS pollution at its fullest 

force and ensure that we get 

clean water and we can pro-

tect Green Bay.”

McGinty said the com-

pany’s research involved 

scientists and engineers 

closely examining soil and 

water in and around the fi re 

training center on Pierce 

Avenue. She said it’s an 

expansive area of investiga-

tion that extended in a vari-

ety of directions around the 

property.

“That process is one of 

literally putting the pipes 

in the ground and pulling 

samples out, testing the 

soil, testing the surface 

water, testing the ground 

water,” she said. “The sum 

of all of that effort is a col-

lection of more than 10,000 

data points and reports that 

summarize all of that data.”

She noted that all the 

data collected is public 

record and has been shared 

with the Department of Nat-

ural Resources, which JCI 

has worked closely with as 

it shares information and 

obtains the necessary per-

mits.

REMOVING PFAS

McGinty said the detailed 

analysis of the JCI prop-

erty shows the lion’s share 

of the PFAS is moving east/

northeast toward Ditch B.

“Because the pollution is 

concentrated in that direc-

tion, we can literally pump 

the dirty water out of the 

ground, treat it in a dedi-

cated treatment system and 

produce clean water that 

then can be brought back 

in Ditch B to Green Bay in a 

positive and clean (manner) 

as an asset and a resource,” 

McGinty said.

That method (shown in 

diagram) is called “Source 

Control System.”

“This is not new technol-

ogy,” McGinty said. “This is 

the proven go-to method to 

get chemicals out of water. It 

fi lters water, chemicals stick 

to fi lters and clean water 

comes out the other end.”

She said a pump inter-

sects ground water, pumps it 

up into pipe and channels it 

in the pipe to the treatment 

system tanks where the 

carbon or resin attack the 

PFAS. After going through a 

series of tanks, the pollution 

adheres to the fi lters and the 

water emerges clean.

The PFAS collected on 

the fi lters is then sent to a 

licensed out-of-state facility 

where it is destroyed.

McGinty said studies 

show that PFAS that would 

have come from (Ansul/

Tyco) fi refi ghting foam that 

was sprayed on the surface 

decades ago has moved into 

the groundwater.

“The fl ow of that water, as 

you would guess, is toward 

the bay, west to east,” she 

said.

PROJECT DETAILS

McGinty said the exact 

location of the system will 

be determined by JCI and 

DNR officials during the 

pre-engineering stage.

“(It will be) where you 

have maximum success 

and effi ciency in pulling the 

water and he PFAS out,” she 

Special to the EagleHerald/JCI
This illustration shows the Source-Control System that will enable Johnson Controls Inc. 
to remove PFAS from its Marinette property. The PFAS in the groundwater is pumped 
to a series of tanks where it is fi ltered out. The clean water is discharged back to Green 
Bay, while the PFAS is taken to a licensed out-of-state facility to be destroyed.

Company has plan 
to eradicate PFAS 
from its property

McGinty

We take full respon-

sibility for our con-

tribution to the PFAS 

problem.

Katie McGinty

JCI offi cial

“

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

M A R I N E T T E — N o w 

that the Marinette School 

District’s rightsizing ref-

erendum has passed, the 

Board of Education began 

discussing the next steps in 

actualizing the project.

Lisa Voison of Baird, a 

financial group based in 

Milwaukee, on Tuesday, 

walked the board through 

the options available to 

the board for fi nancing the 

project. She went over cur-

rent interest rates, possible 

board action timelines and 

a few options for a fi nanc-

ing plan.

“When I started (at 

Baird), schools were bor-

rowing at 70%. Today, you’re 

going to be between 2 and 

3%,” Voison said. “Interest 

rates are at historic lows; 

it’s a great time to borrow. 

I will say there is some vol-

atility in the market, and 

we’re going to try and min-

imize that risk, but just so 

you know that it’s a great 

time to borrow money in 

the bond market.”

Voison said one of her 

goals in helping the district 

to fi nance the project is to 

land on the 93 cents or less 

impact on the public, which 

she said is what the district 

had told the public they 

would do. “I was conserva-

tive enough from the get-go 

that we’re going to be able to 

get that. We’ll have no trou-

ble with that,” she said.

Since the district will 

be borrowing money, one 

of Voison’s other goals is 

to minimize the district’s 

interest costs, as the dis-

trict will be paying the loan 

back with interest over a 

long period of time. “You’re 

going to have to pay back 

over a period of maybe 20 

years; I want to minimize 

that as much as possible. I 

also want to try to minimize 

risk of interest rate fl uctu-

ation too; in any given day 

interest rates change in the 

municipal market, some-

times jumping half a per-

centage point in one day, so 

I want to minimize the risk 

of you walking in on a day 

like that,” she said.

Voison also said one of 

Marinette district looks at fi nance options
Expert says now 
is a great time to 

borrow 

Peshtigo Town Board OKs 2021 budget
By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald Staff Writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com

PESHTIGO—The Peshtigo Town 
Board Tuesday voted to approve the 
2020 tax levy of $269,064 to lower 
the wages of board members and to 
approve the 2021 budget.

The budget was approved with 
no changes or amendments.

In another matter, supervisor 
Kristen Edgar announced that the 

DNR well and ground water PFAS 
testing application packet deadline 
has been extended.

“For people who are living in 
the expanded PFAS contamination 
area, there has been an extension 
to turn in your testing packets,” she 
said. “The new turn in date is now 
Nov. 21. According to the DNR only 
60 percent of packets handed out 
have been submitted.”

Edgar also said that anyone who 
does not have an application packet 

could contact her to receive one.
In another matter, brush will 

continue to be rejected at the town’s 
recycling center.

The board voted instead of 
accepting brush at the center, to 
have residents call the Town Hall 
and refer residents to someone to 
pick up the brush at the resident’s 
property for a fee.

When asked whether or not 
brush will be banned from the recy-
cling center if this solution doesn’t 

work, Chairman Herman Pottratz 
said, “We just started this new pol-
icy tonight, you have to give it time 
to see how it goes.”

In another matter, a new com-
mittee and communication proto-
col, which was proposed to increase 
transparently and regulation to 
board member’s communications 
with legal experts, was voted down.

Town Clerk Clarence Coble 

See PFAS, A3
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See PESHTIGO, A3


