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By SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. —The Wis-

consin Medical Society on Mon-

day announced its opposition to 

a Republican-authored resolution 

that would overturn the statewide 

mask mandate put in place to slow 

the spread of the coronavirus.

The state Senate planned to 

vote Tuesday on the resolution. 

The Assembly, also in session 

on Tuesday, has not said if it will 

vote on the resolution. The reso-

lution must pass the Senate and 

Assembly to undo the mask man-

date. Resolutions do not require 

the signature of Democratic Gov. 

Tony Evers to take effect.

The board of directors for the 

medical society, which represents 

doctors and advocates on their 

behalf, voted Saturday to support 

continuation of the mask man-

date issued by Evers and oppose 

the GOP resolution. The group, 

the state’s largest for individual 

doctors, announced the action 

on Monday.

“Other than vaccines, 

mask-wearing is one of the few 

tools we have in our arsenal to 

help prevent spreading COVID-19 

even further than it already has,” 

Dr. Bud Chumbley, chief operat-

ing offi cer of the medical society, 

said in a statement.

“We need to do all we can to 

prevent more deaths and help 

our economy return to normal,” 

Chumbley said. “We ask all of our 

government leaders to support 

physicians and other front-line 

health care workers by promot-

ing mask-wearing as an effective 

tool against COVID-19.”

The resolution overturning the 

mask order has nine cosponsors in 

the Senate and 19 in the Assembly, 

all Republicans. Neither Assem-

bly Speaker Robin Vos nor GOP 

Majority Leader Jim Steineke 

have co-sponsored the resolution 

or said if the Assembly would take 

it up. Republican Assembly mem-

bers were expected to discuss it 

during a closed caucus meeting 

Tuesday ahead of the session.

Evers’ mask mandate is also 

being challenged in the Wisconsin 

Supreme Court, which heard argu-
ments in November and could 
issue a ruling at any point.

Republican critics argue that 
Evers exceeded his authority by 
issuing multiple emergency dec-
larations during the pandemic, 
which allowed him to extend the 
mask mandate beyond the 60 
days allowed under the law with-
out approval from the Legislature. 
Lawmakers say Evers had to seek 
the OK from the Legislature for 
any order beyond 60 days. Evers 
contends the changing nature of 
the pandemic, and the ongoing 
response, warranted new emer-
gency declarations.

The Assembly will on Tuesday 
consider a COVID-19 response bill 
passed by the Senate earlier this 

month that is backed by Evers. 
Republican Assembly leaders were 
critical of the bill and expected to 
make changes, but have not said yet 
what those will be.

The bill as passed by the Senate 
would limit liability for COVID-
19 claims against businesses, 
schools, governments and health 
care providers. It also extends 
the waiver of a one-week wait-
ing period to receive unemploy-
ment benefi ts only until March 14. 
Evers wants the waiver extended 
into July. It also ensures that Med-
icaid covers COVID-19 testing and 
vaccinations and guarantees that 
SeniorCare, the state’s prescrip-
tion drug discount program for 
senior citizens, would cover vac-
cinations.

Assembly Republicans earlier 

approved a much more expan-

sive bill with numerous provi-

sions Democrats opposed. Those 

included barring employers and 

governments from mandating 

vaccines for employees; prohib-

iting the closure of churches and 

limiting the closure of businesses 

to two weeks at a time during a 

health emergency and requiring a 

two-thirds majority school board 

vote every two weeks to remain 

all virtual.

Wisconsin began vaccinating 

residents age 65 and over on Mon-

day. The state has vaccinated 4.5% 

of its population, which is below 

the nationally average of 5.6%, 

according to data compiled by 

the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention. That places 

Wisconsin 43rd nationally in vac-

cination rate.

To date, 5,691 people have died 

from COVID-19 in Wisconsin and 

nearly 533,000 have tested posi-

tive, according to the state Depart-

ment of Health Services. Over the 

past two weeks, the rolling aver-

age number of daily new cases in 

Wisconsin has decreased by 45%, 

according to data from Johns 

Hopkins University.

Wisconsin doctors back mask mandate

By DAVID EGGERT

Associated Press

LANSING, Mich. —Gov. 

Gretchen Whitmer on Mon-

day refused to discuss the 

circumstances surround-

ing the abrupt departure of 

Michigan’s health director 

during the coronavirus pan-

demic, not saying if she had 

asked for his resignation.

The Democratic gov-

ernor also declined to set 

a date for the return of 

youth contact sports, amid 

growing pressure after her 

administration extended 

the ban through Feb. 21.

Robert Gordon, who 

issued COVID-19 restric-

tions after Whitmer’s 

powers were upended by 

an October court ruling, 

resigned Friday as direc-

tor of the state Department 

of Health and Human Ser-

vices. The governor named 

Elizabeth Hertel to succeed 

him.

“It’s been a grueling cou-

ple of years, and changes in 

administrations happen,” 

the governor said at a news 

conference. “I wish Robert 

Gordon the very best. I truly 

do. I’m incredibly grate-

ful for the hard work and 

the way that he showed up 

every single day over these 

last two years.”

The state has announced 

that restaurants and bars 

can resume dine-in service, 

starting Feb. 1, after a signif-

icant drop in virus cases and 

hospitalizations. But youth 

contact sports, including 

winter high school seasons 

in basketball, hockey, wres-

tling and competitive cheer, 

remain off limits.

Whitmer pointed to the 

emergence of a more conta-

gious virus variant as cause 

for concern.

Whitmer still silent 
on health director’s 

abrupt departure
By AAMER MADHANI

and ZEKE MILLER

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —President Joe 
Biden on Monday reinstated COVID-
19 travel restrictions on most non-
U.S. travelers from Brazil, Ireland, the 
United Kingdom and 26 other Euro-
pean countries that allow travel across 
open borders. He also added South 
Africa to the list.

White House press secretary Jen 
Psaki said South Africa was added to 
the restricted list because of concerns 
about a variant of the virus that has 
spread beyond that nation.

The prohibition Biden is reinstat-
ing suspends entry to nearly all for-
eign nationals who have been in any 
of the countries on the restricted list 
at any point during the 14 days before 
their scheduled travel to the U.S.

The new requirements go into 
effect on Tuesday.

Top U.S. infectious disease expert 
Dr. Anthony Fauci called Biden’s deci-
sion to reinstate the travel restric-
tions—and add South Africa to the 
list— “prudent” in a round of televi-
sion interviews Monday.

Biden revered an order from Pres-
ident Donald Trump in his fi nal days 
in offi ce that called for the relaxation 
of the travel restrictions as of Tuesday. 
Trump’s move was made in conjunc-
tion with a new requirement from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention that all international travelers 
to the U.S. obtain a negative test for 
COVID-19 within three days of board-
ing their fl ight.

Last week, Biden expanded on the 
CDC requirement and directed that 
federal agencies require international 
travelers to quarantine upon arrival in 
the U.S. and obtain another negative 
test to slow the spread of the virus. 

Those requirements also go into effect 
Tuesday.

The 26 European countries 
impacted by reinstatement of the ban 
are part of the border-free Schengen 
zone. They include Austria, Belgium, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liech-
tenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, and Switzerland.

Biden’s team had announced that 
he would reimpose the travel restric-
tions, but the addition of South Africa 
to the restricted travel list highlights 
the new administration’s concern 

about mutations in the virus.
The South Africa variant has not 

been discovered in the United States, 
but another variant—originating 
in the United Kingdom—has been 
detected in several states.

Fauci said there is “a very slight, 
modest diminution” of the effective-
ness of COVID-19 vaccines against 
those variants but “there’s enough 
cushion with the vaccines that we have 
that we still consider them to be effec-
tive against both the UK strain and the 
South Africa strain.”

But he warned that more muta-
tions are possible and said scientists 
are preparing to adapt the vaccines if 
necessary.

Biden orders COVID-19 travel 

restrictions, adds South Africa
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President Joe Biden departs after attending mass at Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church, Sunday, in the Georgetown neighborhood of Washington.

Republican legislature eyes repeal
“

“Other than vaccines, mask-wearing is one of the few 

tools we have in our arsenal to help prevent spreading 

COVID-19 even further than it already has.”

Dr. Bud Chumbley
Wisconsin Medical Society chief operating officer
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON —The 
impeachment case against 
Donald Trump is heading 
toward its historic Senate 
trial, but Republican sena-
tors are easing off their criti-
cism of the former president 
and shunning calls to con-
vict him over the deadly riot 
at the U.S. Capitol.

It’s an early sign of his 
enduring sway over the 
party.

House Democrats were 
to carry the sole impeach-
ment charge of “ incitement 
of insurrection “ across the 
Capitol late Monday, the 
prosecutors making the 
ceremonial walk to the Sen-
ate. But Republican denun-
ciations of Trump have 
cooled since the Jan. 6 riot. 
Now Democrats are being 
confronted by a tangle of 
Republican legal arguments 
against the legitimacy of the 
trial and questions whether 
Trump’s repeated demands 
to overturn Joe Biden’s elec-
tion really amounted to 
incitement.

What seemed for some 
Democrats like an open-
shut case that played out for 
the world on live television, 
as Trump encouraged a rally 
mob to “fi ght like hell” for 
his presidency, is running 
into a Republican Party 

that feels very differently. 

Not only are there legal con-

cerns, but senators are wary 

of crossing the former pres-

ident and his legions of fol-

lowers who are their voters. 

Security remains tight at the 

Capitol.

Arguments in the Senate 

trial will begin the week of 

Feb. 8, and the case against 

Trump, the first former 

president to face impeach-

ment trial, will test a polit-

ical party still sorting itself 

out for the post-Trump era. 

Republican senators are 

balancing the demands of 

deep-pocketed donors who 

are distancing themselves 

from Trump and voters who 

demand loyalty to him. One 

Republican, Sen. Rob Port-

man of Ohio, announced 

Monday he would not seek 

reelection in 2022 citing the 

polarized political atmo-

sphere.

For Democrats the tone, 

tenor and length of the 

upcoming trial, so early in 

Biden’s presidency, poses its 

own challenge, forcing them 

to strike a balance between 

their vow to hold Trump 

accountable and their 

eagerness to deliver on the 

new administration’s prior-

ities following their sweep 

of control of the House, Sen-

ate and White House.

Leaders in both parties 

agreed to a short delay in 

the proceedings that serves 

their political and practical 

interests, even as National 

Guard troops remain at 

the Capitol amid security 

threats on lawmakers ahead 

of the trial.

The start date gives 

Trump’s new legal team time 

to prepare its case, while 

also providing more than a 

month’s distance from the 

passions of the bloody riot. 

For the Democratic-led Sen-

ate, the intervening weeks 

provide prime time to con-

fi rm some of Biden’s key 

Cabinet nominees.

Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., 

questioned how his col-

leagues who were in the 

Capitol that day could see 

the insurrection as anything 

other than a “stunning vio-

lation” of the nation’s his-

tory of peaceful transfers of 

power.

“It is a critical moment 

in American history and we 

have to look at it and look at 

it hard,” Coons said Sunday 

in an interview.

An early vote to dismiss 

the trial probably would 

not succeed, given that 

Democrats now control the 

Senate. Still, the mount-

ing Republican opposition 

indicates that many GOP 
senators would eventually 
vote to acquit Trump. Dem-
ocrats would need the sup-
port of 17 Republicans—a 
high bar—to convict him.

When the House 
impeached Trump on Jan. 
13, exactly one week after 
the siege, Sen. Tom Cot-
ton, R-Ark., said he didn’t 
believe the Senate had the 
constitutional authority to 
convict Trump after he had 
left offi ce.

Democrats reject that 
argument, pointing to an 
1876 impeachment of a 

secretary of war who had 
already resigned and to 
opinions by many legal 
scholars. Democrats also 
say that a reckoning of the 
fi rst invasion of the Capitol 
since the War of 1812, per-
petrated by rioters egged on 
by a president as Electoral 
College votes were being tal-
lied, is necessary to ensure 
such a siege never happens 
again.

A few GOP senators have 
agreed with Democrats, 
though not close to the 
number that will be needed 
to convict Trump.

Trump’s sway over GOP tested as impeachment heads to Senate

“
“It is a critical moment in American history 

and we have to look at it and look at it hard x.”

Sen. Chris Coons
D-Delaware 
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Violent rioters, loyal to President Donald Trump, storm the Capitol, Jan. 6  in Washington.

“
“It’s been a grueling 

couple of years, and 

changes in adminis-

trations happen.”

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer


