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WASHINGTON —Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial could 
begin on Inauguration Day, 
just as Democrat Joe Biden 
takes the oath of offi ce in an 
ever-more-extraordinary 
end to the defeated presi-
dent’s tenure in the White 
House.

The timing is not set 
and depends heavily on 
when House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi decides to transmit 

the article of impeachment 
to the Senate. Democrats 
hoping to avoid interrupt-
ing Biden’s inauguration 
have suggested holding 
back until the new presi-
dent has a chance to get his 
administration going.

What is clear is that the 
trial will be unlike any other 
in the nation’s history, the 
fi rst for a president no lon-
ger in offi ce. And, politi-
cally, it will force a reck-
oning among some Repub-
licans who have stood by 
Trump throughout his pres-
idency and largely allowed 
him to spread false attacks 

against the integrity of the 
2020 election.

“The only path to any 
reunifi cation of this broken 
and divided country is by 

shining a light on the truth,” 

said Rep. Madeleine Dean, 

D-Pa., who will serve as an 

Impeachment trial may 
begin on Inauguration Day
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WASHINGTON —

All through downtown 

Washington, the pri-

mary sound for several 

blocks was the beeping 

of forklifts unloading 

more fencing.

There were no cars or 

scooters and seemingly 

no tourists Wednes-

day, just the occasional 

jogger and multiple con-

struction crews at work. 

The U.S. Capitol, which 

proved such a soft tar-

get last week, was visi-

ble only through lines of 

tall, black fence.

Two blocks from the 

White House, a group 

of uniformed National 

Guard troops emerged 

from a tour bus and 

headed into a hotel as 

a state of lockdown 

descended on Washing-

ton that will last through 

the Jan. 20 inaugura-

tion.

“Clearly we are in 

uncharted waters,” said 

Washington Mayor 

Muriel Bowser.

Last week’s “vio-

lent insurrection” at 

the Capitol by support-

ers of outgoing Presi-

dent Donald Trump has 

“impacted the way we 

are approaching work-

ing with our federal 

partners in planning for 

the 59th inauguration,” 

Bowser said Wednesday.

The FBI has warned 

that armed protests by 

violent Trump support-

ers were being planned 

in all 50 state capitals 

as well as in Washing-

ton for the days leading 

up to the inauguration 

of President-elect Joe 

Biden.

Between the pan-

demic and the security 

threat, Bowser is fl at-out 

Expecting trouble, DC locks down 
a week before inauguration
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The rapid expansion of 

COVID-19 vaccinations to 

senior citizens across the 

U.S. has led to bottlenecks, 

system crashes and hard 

feelings in many states 

because of overwhelming 

demand for the shots.

Mississippi’s Health 

Department stopped tak-

ing new appointments the 

same day it began accepting 

them because of a “monu-

mental surge” in requests. 

People had to wait hours to 

book vaccinations through 

a state website or a toll-

free number Tuesday and 

Wednesday, and many were 

booted off the site because 

of technical problems and 

had to start over.

In California, counties 

begged for more coronavirus 

vaccine to reach millions of 

their senior citizens. Hos-

pitals in South Carolina 

ran out appointment slots 

within hours. Phone lines 

were jammed in Georgia.

“It’s chaos,” said New York 

City resident Joan Jeffri, 76, 

who had to deal with bro-

ken hospital web links and 

unanswered phone calls 

before her daughter helped 

her secure an appointment. 

“If they want to vaccinate 

80% of the population, good 

luck, if this is the system. 

We’ll be here in fi ve years.”

Up until the past few 

days, health care workers 

and nursing home patients 

had been given priority in 

most places around the 

U.S. But amid frustration 

over the slow rollout, states 

have thrown open the line 

to many of the nation’s 54 

million senior citizens with 

the blessing of the Trump 

administration, though the 

By DAVID EGGERT, ED WHITE
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FLINT, Mich. —A new 

investigation of the Flint 

water disaster led to charges 

against nine people, includ-

ing former Michigan Gov. 

Rick Snyder and key mem-

bers of his administration, 

who are accused of various 

crimes in a calamitous plan 

that contaminated the com-

munity with lead and con-

tributed to a fatal outbreak 

of Legionnaires’ disease, 

authorities said Thursday.

Nearly seven years after 

the doomed decision to 

use the Flint River, pipes 

at more than 9,700 Flint 

Expanded vaccine rollout in US 
spawns a new set of problems

The Associated Press
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., leads the fi nal 
vote of the impeachment of President Donald Trump, for 
his role in inciting an angry mob to storm the Congress last 
week, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday.

The Associated Press
Troops hold inside the Capitol Visitor’s Center to reinforce security at 
the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday. The House of Representatives is 
pursuing an article of impeachment against President Donald Trump for 
his role in inciting an angry mob to storm the Capitol last week

Washington mayor asks visitors to not come to the nation’s capital

“
“The only path to any reunifi cation of this 

broken and divided country is by shining a 

light on the truth.”

Rep. Madeleine Dean
D-P.A.

Ex-governor charged in 
Flint water investigation
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“
“If they want to vaccinate 80% of the popula-

tion, good luck, if this is the system. We’ll be 

here in fi ve years.”

Joan Jeffri
New York City resident

The Associated Press
Former Gov. Rick Snyder walks past the media after his 
video arraignment on charges related to the Flint water cri-
sis on Thursday outside the Genesee County Jail in down-
town Flint.
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TODAY: Cloudy with rain
HIGH: 36     LOW: 32

DEATHS
Lohff, Alice G.
Halvorsen, Cleo A.

NO PAPER
There will be no paper on Monday 

because of the Martin Luther King 

Jr. federal holiday. Instead, we will 

have a print edition on Tuesday, 

along with the normal Wednesday 

and Friday editions.


