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Nation: Federal agents have 

been sent to several cities that 

have seen spikes in violence. A8
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led by Brandon Woodruff. B1
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Good morning,

Jack Brazeau!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Mostly sunny

and pleasant; light wind
HIGH: 74  LOW: 57
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MARINETTE — Lockeed 
Martin and Fincantieri Marinette 
Marine hosted the keel laying for a 
Navy warship named after a small 
Wisconsin city Wednesday.

This ceremony marked the 
beginning of construction of the 
Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) 29, 
USS Beloit. The keel laying of 
this ship was held over a phone 
conference call to accommodate 
COVID-19 social distancing 
requirements.

“As part of a ship-building tra-
dition dating back centuries, a 
shipyard worker welded into the 
ship’s keel plate the initials of Maj. 
Gen. Marcia M. Anderson (U.S. 
Army, Retired), USS Beloit ship 
sponsor and a Beloit, Wisconsin, 
native,” a press release from 
Lockeed Martin states. “This plate 
will be affixed to the ship and 
travel with Beloit throughout its 
commissioned life.”

The USS Beloit will be the 15th 
Freedom-variant LCS. It is one of 
six LCS ships currently in con-
struction at Marinette Marine. It’s 
the first Navy ship to be named 
after Beloit, Wisconsin.

The LCS-29 can be a “focus 
mission ship” meaning that it will 
be used for core defense, human-
itarian missions and anti-subma-
rine warfare, and is adaptable to 
support more types of missions 
in the future, said Joe DePietro, 
Lockheed Martin vice president 
and general manager of Small 

Combatants and Ship Systems.
“LCS’ speed, maneuverabili-

ty and flexibility allows the ship 
to serve a multitude of missions 
by quickly integrating equip-
ment and deploying manned 
and unmanned aerial, surface or 
sub-surface vehicles,” he said in a 
press release.

“I was extremely honored and 
excited when Senator (Tammy) 
Baldwin (D-Wis.) contacted me 
about this ship and asked me if I 
would be interested in sponsoring 

it,” Anderson said. Afterward the 
initial conversation she was also 
contacted about former-Secre-
tary of the Navy Richard Spencer 
about the sponsorship.

“I’m extremely proud to be rep-
resenting my my birth city here in 
Wisconsin” she said. “It’s signifi-
cant in many ways because this 
is a small town — a small city — 
it’s unusual because we normally 
name ships after former military 
people, congress people and may-
ors of larger cities. That’s why it’s 

important.”
She said small cities such as 

Beloit are “the life blood” of the 
United States and the acknowl-
edgment from the US Navy is 
exciting.

During her long career with 
the military, Anderson became 
the first African American woman 
to obtain the rank of major gener-
al in the U.S. Army and U.S. Army 
Reserve. 

Jan Allman, CEO of Fincantieri 
Marinette Marine, said the ship-

yard was proud to celebrate the 

future USS Beloit. “The Fincantieri 

Marinette Marine shipyard is 

honored to build this capable war-

ship, named for another city from 

the wonderful state of Wisconsin. 

I think this is a true testament 

to the hard work and patriotism 

of Midwesterners, and we look 

forward to working with the City 

of Beloit as we continue building 

LCS 29 for our U.S. Navy partner.” 

By EMILY HARWOOD

EagleHerald staff writer

eharwood@eagleherald.com

Keel layed for future USS Beloit

Special to the EagleHerald/Lockheed Martin

A keel laying ceremony took place Wednesday at Fincantieri Marinette Marine for LCS 29, the future USS Beloit. At left, the initials of the ship’s 
sponsor, Maj. Gen. Marcia M. Anderson (U.S. Army, retired), are welded onto a keel plate. At right, Anderson views the finished product. Because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, no media was allowed at the ceremony.

MARINETTE — Flooding, 
street lights and erosion were 
the main topics addressed 
Tuesday by the Marinette Public 
Works Committee. 

Flooding, which has become 
persistent in the past few years, 
has damaged both the the 
Menekaunee Walkway & Nature 
Trail and Stephenson Island.

Several sections of the walk-
way and trail have flooded since 
they were constructed a few years 
ago. To help counteract the trail’s 
deteriorating condition, the Public 
Works Department has spread 

wood chips and sand to make 
the trail’s path more distinct and 
stable. Alderman Doug Oitzinger 
suggested sandbags as a tem-
porary solution to the walkway 
flooding. This was not considered 
a long-term solution by the com-
mittee because sandbags would 
have to be added to and main-
tained every time it rained or the 
water levels rose. 

The flooding on Stephenson 
Island and deterioration of sever-
al structures was also addressed. 
Many solutions to the flooding 
were floated, such as adding more 
sump pumps to the island’s coasts 
or constructing a flood wall to sur-
round vital structures. “We are at 
Mother Nature’s discretion when 

it comes to the water,” Alderman 
Ken Keller said. “There’s nothing 
we can really do (right now).”

Many of the buildings and 
monuments on Stephenson 
Island are also in poor condi-
tion because of moisture damage 
and neglect, according to Public 
Works Superintendent Patrick 

Carlson. He said the soldier mon-
ument’s base is beginning to rot 
due to moisture in the concrete, 
which resulted from a botched 
attempt to preserve the base of 
the monument in plaster decades 
ago. The stone of the statue itself 
is beginning to pit and show wear 
and tear. 

Carlson said the pavilion is 
also in need of a fresh coat of 
paint, railing maintenance and 
replacement of the rotting wood, 
which hides the steel supports 
inside the pavilion. The committee 
and the DPW are now looking into 

By ABBY KNIPFEL
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Bruce Powell and Ann Marie LaPalm, both from Marinette, walk the Menekaunee Walkway & Nature Trail but 
are stopped by the flooding water that goes over the trail Wednesday in Marinette.

Flooding, other 
issues, discussed 

by Marinette panel

MADISON, Wis. — Racine, Green 
Bay and Superior joined Madison and 
Milwaukee as Wisconsin cities that passed 
mandates requiring people to wear masks 
in certain public settings, though Gov. 
Tony Evers has resisted issuing a statewide 
order like those in place in many nearby 
states.

More than half of states have state-
wide mask mandates, including Illinois, 
Michigan and Minnesota, which announced 
its on Wednesday.

The Racine, Green Bay and Superior 
city councils approved their cities’ require-
ments during meetings Tuesday night. 
They all take effect on Monday. Racine 
County has the second-highest infection 
rate in the state, behind only Milwaukee 
County. Racine County’s infection rate is 

about 14 cases per 1,000 people.
Green Bay is the sate’s third larg-

est city and Racine is fifth. They, along 
with Superior, join the two largest cities, 
Milwaukee and Madison, and several other 
smaller communities and counties across 
the state in requiring masks.

Even as more local governments enact 
their own mask ordinances, creating a 
patchwork of mask requirements across 
the state, Evers has not issued a statewide 
mandate. The first-term Democrat said 
earlier this month he was unlikely to enact 
such a mandate because the conserva-
tive-controlled Wisconsin Supreme Court 
struck down his “safer at home” order in 
May. That did not include a mask require-
ment, but the court said Evers overstepped 
his authority by requiring most non-essen-
tial businesses to close during the start of 
the outbreak.

Cases of COVID-19 have spiked in 

Wisconsin since mid-June, hitting a sin-
gle-day record high of 1,117 new confirmed 
cases on Tuesday.

“The governor continues to be concerned 
about the increases in cases we’re seeing 
across our state and is evaluating addition-
al steps we can take to help prevent further 
spread of COVID-19,” Evers’ spokeswom-

an, Britt Cudaback, said Wednesday. “We 
encourage folks to stay home, limit their 
social interactions and travel, and wear 
masks whenever they go out to help flatten 
the curve and keep our families, neighbors, 
and communities safe.”

Even so, pressure was building among 
Democrats for Evers to take action.

“Wisconsin needs a mask mandate,” 
tweeted Democratic state Sen. Chris 
Larson, of Milwaukee, the city with the 
highest number of COVID-19 cases and 
deaths in the state.

Evers did issue a mandate earlier this 
month for state executive branch employ-
ees to wear masks while working in state 
buildings.

Republicans who control the Legislature, 
and who could vote to pass a statewide 
mask mandate, have shown little to no 
interest in doing that. Assembly Speaker 

By SCOTT BAUER

The Associated Press

While cities enact mask mandates; Evers resists statewide order

See MASKS, A3

““I won’t be pushed around 

by Dane County or the Evers 

Administration — we control 

the Senate wing.”

Scott Fitzgerald

Senate Majority Leader
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