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Miller coasts to sheriff’s victory
He will succeed
Jerry Sauve in
Marinette County
By DAN KITKOWSKI
EagleHerald Editor
dkitkowski@eagleherald.com
MARINET TE—Voters have spoken regarding the local sheriff’s race
and—to borrow from an
old beer advertisement—
it’s now Miller Time in
Marinette County.
Randy Miller, 49, Marinette, scored a convincing victory over Chris

Lesperance Tuesday in
the Wisconsin partisan
primary. Miller received
5,398 votes (76%), while
Lesperance got 1,696
votes (24%). The results
are unofficial until canvassing takes place. About
33% of the county’s registered voters participated
in the primary.
Both candidates ran
as Republicans and there
are no Democrats seeking
the job.
“I’m so excited, but at
the same time I’m thankful for everything that
everybody had put in,”
Miller said shortly after

midnight Wednesday
morning while driving
back from a watch event
in Crivitz. “There’s a lot of
work that went into it, but
we had so many people
that helped us out.”
Miller, who has been
with the sheriff’s office
since 2004 and is currently a patrol sergeant,
was surprised by the more
than 3-to-1 margin of victory. He won all 33 reporting units.
“I really had no idea
it (the win) would be to
this extent—I thought it
would be closer,” he said.
“I’m honored to have the

support of that many people.”
Miller said he took
an underdog mentality into his campaign,
which began in late January, shortly after incumbent Sheriff Jerry Sauve
announced he would not
seek another term.
“I always ran like
I was behind.” Miller
explained. “We wanted
to do do everything we
could and put everything
out there, whether going
Special to the EagleHerald/Randy Miller
door-to-door ... to try to Marinette County Sheriff Sgt. Randy Miller and his wife Karen-Mareach as many people as rie, take a selfie prior to a parade on the Fourth of July. Miller
possible.”
defeated Lt. Chris Lesperance in the primary election Tuesday and
will take over sheriff duties in early January, 2023.
See MILLER, A2

Michels will face Evers in governor’s race
Repubican has the
backing of former
President Donald
Trump
By SCOTT BAUER
Associated Press
MADISON, Wis.—Donald Trump reasserted his
grip on Republicans in Wisconsin’s primary, but Democratic Gov. Tony Evers
tried to play that against
his newly minted Republican opponent Wednesday
while observers said running too closely to Trump
in the swing state could be
dangerous.
Trump’s pick for governor, construction company
co-owner Tim Michels, beat
out the choice of establishment Republicans. Democratic Gov. Tony Evers
said that means Michels
now “owns” Trump and he
won’t be able to moderate
in the general election.
“His relationship with
Trump is going to drive
this campaign,” Evers
told reporters after eating breakfast with his
running mate, state Rep.
Sarah Rodriguez. “Trump
owns him, he owns Trump.
That’s his problem, that’s
not mine.”
Michels sought to tie
Evers to President Joe
Biden, releasing a new
TV ad the day after his
win that calls them “both
career politicians in way
over their head.” The ad
does not mention Trump’s
endorsement of Michels.
Michels’ campaign
adviser Chris Walker said
in a statement that Evers
and Biden “are going to
desperately attempt to do
everything they can to distract the people of Wisconsin from their massive failures.”
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Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Tim Michels claims victory in the Republican primary for governor, late Tuesday, at
Tuscan Hall Venue and Catering in Waukesha, Wis. He will face incumbent Gov. Tony
Evers, a Democrat, in the general election. At left, is his wife, Barbara Michels.

Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel
Wisconsin Republican gubernatorial candidate Rebecca
Kleefisch, with her husband, Joel Kleefisch, right, speaks
to supporters at the Cornerstone Sports Pub in Oconomowoc, Wis., on Tuesday, Aug. 9, 2022.
Michels, in his victory
speech, touted himself as
the voice for a working
class that he said has been
left behind by Democrats.
Evers mocked that message, noting that Michels
owns a $17 million estate
in Connecticut.
“He can wear a blue shirt
so that he can have a blue
collar, but at the end of the
day I’m not quite sure that
someone of his status with
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the state in 2016 and lost
by a similar margin in
2020. A Marquette University Law School poll
released in May showed
Trump’s favorability rating in the state at 35%,
with 61% having an unfavorable opinion.
In addition to backing Michels, Trump is
a strong supporter of
Republican U.S. Sen. Ron
Johnson, who faces Mandela Barnes, the current
lieutenant governor.
“Trump cuts both
ways,” Republican strategist Brandon Scholz said.
“While he drives his base
and supporters in the primary, will that help in the
general because he turns
off as many people as he
turns on? ... I don’t think
we know yet.”
Michels would be
smart to focus on Biden,
Evers and the issues such
as inflation, crime and
the economy, not Trump,
said Republican strategist
Mark Graul.

houses all over the country can say ‘I’m just one of
you,’” Evers said.
Like Trump, Michels
has cast himself as an outsider. Evers dismissed that
too, calling it “one of the
biggest jokes of this campaign.” He cited Michels’
work serving on the boards
of powerful lobbying
groups, including the state
chamber of commerce.
Trump narrowly won See MICHELS, A2

Niagara suspect
in custody
NIAGARA—A suspect who fled from his home has
been apprehended and is in custody, according to
Niagara Police Chief Angela Moreau.
Joshua Otto, 43, is currently being held at the Marinette County Jail on charges of sexual assault of a child,
child enticement, felony bail jumping and resisting/
obstructing law enforcement as well as felony and misdemeanor drug charges, according to a press release
from the Niagara Police Department.
At approximately 2 p.m. Wednesday, Niagara police
officers apprehended Otto on Don Chapman Road in
the Town of Niagara. Information obtained during
and since the execution of a search warrant on River
Street in the City of Niagara on Monday led officers to
Otto’s place of hiding, Moreau stated in the release.
Otto was located by an undercover officer and taken
into custody without incident. The suspect was found
in an abandoned cabin approximately one quarter of a
mile from the rural town roadway, Moreau said. Additional charges may be filed in the coming days pending additional interviews and other investigative procedures yet to be completed.
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Tackling fuel
Marinette’s Jaxson Smith (right) practices his tackling form during practice on Wednesday. Football season is right around the corner, with Wisconsin schools
already in their second week of practice. The Marines
will kick off the season on Aug. 19 at Green Bay East.

INSIDE

TODAY’S INDEX

Nation: Legislation will assist
veterans. A7
Sports: Suring grad earns
academic honors. B1

TODAY: Cloudy early then
partly sunny
HIGH: 74 LOW: 54

Advice
Comics
Classified
Crossword
Deaths/Obits
Local stocks

B7
B6
B5
B7
A5
B4

Opinion
A4
Records
A5
Sudoku
B7
Sports
B1-3
TV listings
B6
and Weather B4

