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Good morning,

Jann Bayerl!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Mostly cloudy with 

scattered showers
HIGH: 74  LOW: 59

MARINETTE — The Marinette 
School District has worked hard to 
be a good steward of taxpayer dol-
lars. And the $30.9 million facility 
plan going to voters in a referendum 
election Nov. 3 is a case in point.

The proposal calls for consoli-
dating district operations from six 
buildings into four and comes after 
two years of discussion about the 
best way to rightsize the district in 
order to maintain operational effi-
ciency and educational excellence. 
During the past 10 years, district 
enrollment has dropped by 176 stu-
dents, a trend that is projected to 
continue. Fewer students means 
that the district has fewer dollars 
to spend on operations since enroll-
ment is a key element in determining 
state aid and how much money dis-
tricts are allowed to raise through 
property taxes.

Overall, district revenue is down 
$3.5 million since 2003.

A facilities study found that 
because of the enrollment decrease, 
there is excess capacity in the 
buildings, with most of that excess 
being at the middle school and high 
school levels. In addition, although 
the buildings have been well main-
tained, some would require a sig-
nificant investment by the district 
to maintain and update aging infra-
structures.

“Currently we are operating six 
buildings. Our facilities study indi-
cated we can operate at a high 
level of excellence with less build-
ings. Therefore, we feel it is the right 
time to do what is best for our kids,” 
said Superintendent Corry Lambie.

The referendum plan calls for 
building additions at Merryman and 
Park elementary schools. Merryman 
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Marinette School District good 
steward of taxpayer dollars

MENOMINEE —  During these 
uncertain times, some people have 
turned to their animals for support, 
but with the pandemic still raging, 
the Menominee Animal Shelter staff 
are concerned for their future.

Adoptions at the shelter are 
holding steady, with many peo-
ple looking for an animal to keep 
them company during COVID’s 
social lockdown. But while peo-
ple are still adopting animals at a 
normal rate, the shelter’s largest 
concern at the moment is fund-
raising. Specifically its limited 
ability to fund raise in person.

Nothing can raise money like 
people getting to interact with 
adorable animals in need, but with 
the shelter limiting volunteers and 
visitors, fundraising events that 
are central to the shelter’s budget 
have been cancelled.

The shelter requires $250,000 
a year, minimum, to function, 
according to officials from that 
organization. Most of that money 
goes toward vet bills and med-
ications for animals, so while 
food and other donated items are 
appreciated, nothing can help the 
shelter more than a donation of 
money.

Nancy Holzberger, the shelter’s 
manager, said of the donations, 
“While we really do appreciate 
donation of items, we can’t pay the 
electric bill with cat food.”

To help raise money, the shel-
ter decided to move up the date 

for its annual rummage sale. The 
sale will be held in the Menominee 
Animal Shelter parking lot on Oct. 
17. The event will be held entire-
ly outside, so attendees will not 
be able to go inside and look at 
the animals. The event kicks off 
at 8:30 a.m., and workers request 
that no early birds show up. They 
will be setting up from 5 a.m. until 
right before the sale begins, so 
they would prefer not to have any 
distractions.

The shelter also requests that 
no more donations to the rum-
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Animal Shelter faces 
fundraising concerns
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Nancy Holzberger, director Menominee County Animal Shelter, gives 
Sourdough some attention and is repaid with an appreciative gaze. 
Sourdough is available for adoption. The pandemic has made adopting 
animals at the shelter very popular, although to Holzberger, the biggest 
concern now is fundraising.

MARINETTE — A 
Marinette County Circuit 
judge Friday granted the 
state’s request for a doc-
tor to testify by Zoom next 
month in the competen-
cy hearing for Raymond 
Vannieuwenhoven.

J u d g e  J i m 
Morrison found no prej-
udice in allowing Dr. Ana 
Garcia to testify remotely 
from the Mendota Mental 
Health Institute in Madison, 
Wisconsin, using Zoom tech-
nology. A competency hear-
ing for Vannieuwenhoven 
is scheduled for Oct. 12 in 
Morrison’s Branch 2 court-
room.

Vannieuwenhoven, 83, 
Lakewood, is charged in a 
1976 double murder of a 
Green Bay couple who was 
camping at McClintock 
Park in the Town of Silver 

Cliff. David Schuldes, 25, 
and Ellen Mathys, 24, were 
shot and killed at the camp-
ground. They were engaged.

The case went cold 
for many years until the 
Marinette County Sheriff’s 
Department, utilizing new 
DNA technology with a 
Virginia lab, made a break 
in the case.

Vann ieuwenhoven’s 
competency to stand trial 
is a key factor in the case. 
On Friday, defense attor-
ney Travis Crowell argued 
that Garcia should travel 
to Marinette to testify like 
other witnesses. He said 
Zoom technology opens up 
for technical problems.

Crowell pointed to the 
seriousness of the charges. 

Morrison agreed with the 
seriousness of the charges, 
but said Crowell failed to 
prove any prejudice and he 
allowed Garcia to testify via 
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MISSION, Kan — It began with 
devastation in the New York City area, 
followed by a summertime crisis in 
the Sun Belt. Now the coronavirus 
outbreak is heating up fast in smaller 
cities in the heartland, often in con-
servative corners of America where 
anti-mask sentiment runs high.

Elsewhere around the country, 
Florida’s Republican governor lifted 
all restrictions on restaurants and 
other businesses Friday and all but 
set aside local mask ordinances in the 
political battleground state, in a move 
attacked by Democrats as hasty.

Meanwhile, confirmed cases of the 
virus in the U.S. hit another milestone 
— 7 million — according to the count 
kept by Johns Hopkins University, 
though the real number of infections 
is believed to be much higher.

The spike across the Midwest as 
well as parts of the West has set off 
alarms at hospitals, schools and col-
leges.

Wisconsin is averaging more than 

2,000 new cases a day over the last 
week, compared with 675 three weeks 
earlier. Hospitalizations in the state 
are at their highest level since the out-
break took hold in the U.S. in March.

Utah has seen its average daily 
case count more than double from 

three weeks earlier. Oklahoma and 
Missouri are regularly recording 
1,000 new cases a day, and Missouri 
Gov. Mike Parson, a staunch oppo-
nent of mask rules, tested positive this 
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Virus cases rise in US heartland

WASHINGTON — 
Republicans are expecting 
President Donald Trump to 
announce Saturday that he 
is nominating Judge Amy 
Coney Barrett to the Supreme 
Court as he aims to put a his-
toric stamp on the high court 
just weeks before the election.

Conservative groups and 
congressional allies are lay-

ing the groundwork for a 
swift confirmation process for 
Barrett, even before Trump 
makes the selection official 
in a Rose Garden ceremony 
Saturday evening. They, like 
the president, are wasting 
little time moving to replace 
the late Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, organizing multi-
million-dollar ad campaigns 
and marshalling supporters 
both to confirm the pick and 
to boost Trump to a second 
term.
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GOP expecting Trump to tap 
Barrett for Supreme Court
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The Associated Press

In this Sept. 7 photo, Des Moines Public School students and supporters march 
from Roosevelt High School to the Governor’s Mansion at Terrace Hill to protest 
the cancellation of fall and winter extracurriculars in Des Moines, Iowa.

The Associated Press

In this May 19, 2018, file photo, Amy Coney Barrett, United 
States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit judge, speaks 
during the University of Notre Dame’s Law School commence-
ment ceremony at the university, in South Bend, Ind.

$250,000 needed annually to run shelter
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““While we really do appreciate donation of 

items, we can’t pay the electric bill with cat food.”

Nancy Holzberger

Menominee Animal Shelter manager

““Currently we are operating six buildings. Our 

facilities study indicated we can operate at a high 

level of excellence with less buildings. Therefore, 

we feel it is the right time to do what is best for our 

kids.”

Corrie Lambie

Marinette School District superintendent

■ Wisconsin averages 
more than 2k cases a day

November referendum targets facility plan


