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M E N O M I N E E — A  f o r -
mer-Menominee County Sheriff ’s 
Deputy was arraigned in the 95-A 
District Court of Menominee on 
Friday, following his recent arrest 
on an 11-count felony complaint.

Brian William Helfert, 57, 
Menominee, was charged Child 
Sexually Abusive Activity, four 
counts of Criminal Sexual Con-
duct—First Degree, three counts 
of Criminal Sexual Conduct—
Third Degree, Assault with 
Intent to Commit Penetration, 
Gross Indecency Between Males 
and filed a Sexually Delinquent 

Person Notice.
An investigation by the 

Menominee Police Department 
(MPD) led to the arrest of the 
defendant.

Menominee County Prosecut-
ing Attorney Jeffrey T. Rogg will 
be personally handling the case 
and is not seeking the appoint-
ment of a special prosecutor pur-
suant to MCL 49.160. “A request 
for the appointment of a special 
prosecutor must rely on more 
than a mere claim that someone 
might question whether a pros-
ecutor should be disqualified. I 

am confident that I possess the 
impartiality, ability, expertise 
and other resources necessary to 
fairly prosecute the case through 
to its conclusion, including any 
interlocutory or post-conviction 
appeals,” said Rogg.

The charges arise from a num-
ber of incidents alleged to have 
occurred between April 2013 and 
December 2019. The facts filed 
with the Court in support of the 
felony complaint allege a six-
year history of sexual assault and 
abuse of the victim at the hands 
of Helfert. The victim reported 

to police that he 

felt compelled to 

come forward at 

this time when 

he learned of 

Helfert’s plea 

and sentenc-

ing in another 

case in the 41st 

Circuit Court in 

2020.

Helfert is currently serving 

a six-month jail sentence after 

previously pleading guilty to 

attempted accosting of a teenager 

for immoral purposes.

After Helfert’s sentencing in 

December 2020, Rogg invited 

other potential victims to come 

forward, saying that “every 

allegation against Mr. Helfert will 

be fully investigated by the MPD 

and can still be prosecuted by 

me.”

Helfert has retained attorney 

Trenton M. Stupak, of Escanaba, 

to represent him. District Court 

Judge Robert J. Jamo sched-

uled a Probable Cause Confer-

ence in the case for May 14, 2021, 

at 8 a.m.; the Preliminary Exam-

ination is scheduled for May 21 at 

8:30 a.m. Bond was established 

by Judge Jamo in the amount of 

$250,000.00, cash or surety.

The charges are allegations 

and all criminal defendants are 

presumed innocent unless and 

until proven guilty beyond a rea-

sonable doubt.

By MIKE ROEMER

Associated Press
GREEN BAY, Wis.—

Tribal leaders in north-
eastern Wisconsin were in 
shock Sunday hours after 
a gunman opened fire at 
their casino complex, kill-
ing two people and wound-
ing another in what wit-
nesses described as a hail-
storm of bullets.

Brown County Sher-
iff ’s Lt. Kevin Pawlak said 
the shooting at the Oneida 
Casino in Green Bay on Sat-
urday night didn’t appear 
to be a random attack.

“He was targeting a spe-
cific victim who was not 
there, but he decided to 

still shoot some of the vic-

tim’s friends or co-workers, 

it appears,” Pawlak said at a 

news conference early Sun-

day. Police responding to 

the scene shot the gunman 

to death.

Oneida Chairman 

Tehassi Hill told WLUK-TV 

on Sunday that he was in 

“disbelief” and called the 

shooting “scary.” He said 

the tribe prohibits firearms 

on its properties but that 

“(mass shootings are) kind 

of a regular thing in this 

country.”

Authorities have not 

released the identities of 

the gunman or his victims. 

The wounded person was 

being treated at a Milwau-

kee hospital, Pawlak said.

The attack happened 

around 7:30 p.m. in the 

restaurant at the casino 

complex operated by the 

Oneida Nation, whose res-

ervation is located on the 

western side of Green Bay 

about 4 miles from Lam-

beau Field, home of the 

Green Bay Packers. The 

complex includes a casino, 

conference center, hotel 

and restaurant.

Jawad Yatim, a witness, 

said he saw at least two peo-

ple shot.

“I know for sure two, 

because it happened right 

next to us, literally right 

next to us,” Yatim said. “But 

he was shooting pretty 

aggressively in the build-

ing, so I wouldn’t doubt 

him hitting other people. 

We got the hell out of there. 

Thank God we’re OK, but 

obviously we wish the best 

for everybody who’s been 

shot.”

Pawlak, the sheriff ’s 

department lieutenant, 

wasn’t sure if the shooter 

Gunman kills 2 at Oneida Casino

The Associated Press
The Oneida Casino lights glow in the parking lot in the 
early morning hours of Sunday, near Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Aside from the 

potential of serious adverse human 

health consequences and the slow 

legislative policymaking regard-

ing issues of per- and polyfluoroal-

kyl substances (PFAS), another big 

challenge looming on the front of 

those toxic forever chemicals con-

cerns the extreme costs associated 

with remediation of contaminated 

sites. Clean up and remediation 

of those sites requires the proper 

monitoring of water and wastewa-

ter, safe disposal of PFAS-contami-

nated soils and other substances ... 

and money.

In Marinette, that includes 

finding a cost-effective solution to 

properly dispose of the treated bio-

solids that accumulate every time 

a resident flushes the toilet, lets 

the soapy dishwater spiral down 

the drain or carries out any num-

ber of household activities involv-

ing home plumbing (see PFAS 

SOURCES).

But thanks to the research and 

effort of the city’s Water and Waste 

Water Department, a refined tech-

nology out of China promises to 

convey tremendous cost savings in 

biosolids disposal for Marinette. 

“We feel that we will likely have 

some of the newest technology to 

manage it for the long term,” Mayor 

Steve Genisot told the EagleHerald.

Sometime in mid-to-late June, 

Marinette Water and Wastewater 

Operations Manager Warren How-
ard expects to implement opera-
tions of an advanced drying tech-
nology system at the city’s waste-
water treatment plant (WWTP). 
Designed by China-based Guang-
zhou Shincci Energy Equipment 
Co., Ltd. (Shinnci), the new biosol-
ids dryer promises an estimated 
cost savings of about $600,000 per 
year associated with the transport 
of Marinette’s biosolids off-site to a 

licensed disposal facility located in 
the State of Oregon.

Moreover, Tyco Fire Products 
LP (Tyco) and its parent company 
Johnson Controls Inc. (JCI) reim-
bursed the city to help pay for the 
new system.

“As a leading employer in the 
region and a company commit-
ted to environmental stewardship, 
Tyco donated $1.3 m to help the city 
purchase equipment to treat their 

biosolids while we hope DNR will 

work to identify the sources that 

still contribute PFAS,” read a state-

ment submitted to the EagleHerald 

from officials representing Tyco.

Since 2017 JCI/Tyco have 

remained engaged with various 

state and local officials in ongoing 

site investigations and remediation 

efforts to address PFAS contamina-

tion caused by activities related to 

fire suppression testing operations 

at a Tyco facility in Marinette. Tyco 

also is also a defendant in a recent 

$17.5 million lawsuit settlement 

in U.S. District Court with many 

Town of Peshtigo (TOP) residents, 

stemming PFAS contamination of 

many private drinking water wells 

in TOP, resulting from Tyco oper-

ations.

 � According to Howard and 

WWTP Lab Technician/Pre-

treatment Coordinator Gabe 

Aschbacher, once up and run-

ning, the technology should allow 

the Water and Wastewater depart-

ment to allocate a budget of about 

$120,000 per year for disposal of 

biosolids, far less than what the 

WWTP would pay without the 

technology. 

“At the end of the day this tech-

nology is something that … is pretty 

slick and it looks like it is going to 

work for us,” Howard said. “It is an 

interesting technology … and Tyco 

paid for a majority of it.”

PFAS SPURS THE NEED

To understand why the city is 

acquiring this new technology, 

WWTP aquiring advanced dryer system to cut 
 PFAS-related financial costs

EagleHerald/John Liesveld
In his left hand (right), WWTP Lab Technician Gabe Aschbacher holds 
a near featherweight mass of processed, pasteurized biosolids using 
advanced drier technology which promises huge cost savings to the city. 
In the right-hand (left), the much more weighted slurry of undried biosol-
ids processed through the traditional method and requiring storage in 
the 160-foot diameter holding tank pictured behind Aschbacher. Among 
other duties, Ashbacher is responsible for the sampling and testing of 
PFAS levels present in Marinette’s biosolids.

Æ Shooter was killed by police

See PFAS, A3

Helfert charged with new sex crimes
Former deputy faces 11 felony charges

“
“My heart goes out to those impacted by the 

shooting, to the Oneida Nation and to all of 

Northeast Wisconsin as we continue coping 

with this senseless violence.”

Rob Cowles
senator

See SHOOTING, A3

Helfert


