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By DAVID EGGERT

Associated Press

LANSING, Mich.—Gov. Gretchen 

Whitmer activated the National 

Guard, the state police continued to 

augment its presence at the Capitol 

and crews installed a 6-foot, chain-

link fence around the 142-year-old 

building before expected protests 

ahead of President-elect Joe Biden’s 

inauguration.

The Legislature on Friday also can-

celed session next week, citing law 

enforcement’s concerns about “cred-

ible threats regarding events” at the 

Capitol.

Michigan State Police Col. Joe Gas-

per said an unknown number of dem-

onstrators were expected to gather on 

the grounds Sunday, a week-and-a-

half after the deadly breach by a mob 

of President Donald Trump’s support-

ers at the U.S. Capitol. Troopers were 

being mobilized from across the state 

and will be joined by the National 

Guard and local law enforcement.

Biden will be inaugurated Wednes-

day, when protesters also may be in 

Lansing.

“I assure you that we take our 

responsibility for safeguarding the 

Capitol very seriously,” Gasper said 

during a news conference. “Together 

with our law enforcement partners, 

we are prepared for the worst, but 

we remain hopeful that those who 

choose to demonstrate at our Capitol 

do so peacefully, without violence or 

destruction of property.”

Increased state police staffi ng at 

the Statehouse will last through at 

least mid-February, he said. Ground-

level windows at a nearby state build-

ing that houses the governor’s offi ce 

were boarded up. It was believed to the 

fi rst time such fencing has been posi-

tioned around the Capitol in decades.

Maj. Gen. Paul Rogers, adjutant 

general of the Michigan Army and 

Air National Guard, said Whitmer—

at the request of local offi cials—had 

activated troops to help protect peo-

ple, facilities and key infrastructure. 

He declined to say how many will be 

involved but said the response is “sig-

nifi cant.”

Several roads in Lansing will be 

closed Sunday to facilitate entry and 

exit downtown, where the Capitol 

and many government buildings are 

located.

Lansing Police Chief Daryl Green 

said he had reassured concerned busi-

ness owners and religious leaders that 

the city is prepared. He encouraged 

people without a specifi c reason to be 

downtown to stay home.

“We believe fi rmly in your expres-

sion of your First Amendment rights 

and your Second Amendment rights,” 

he said of potential demonstrators, 

who may be armed. “We just ask that 

do it safely and that you respect our 

city and respect our state Capitol.”

At least one paramilitary group told 

a TV station it planned to demonstrate 

at the Capitol on Sunday but later 

appeared to back away, telling Lan-

sing City Pulse it was concerned that 

far-right Proud Boys intend to go to 

“cause maximum chaos.” The Associ-

ated Press could not reach the South-

east Michigan Volunteer Militia.

Whitmer, a Democrat, was the tar-

get of an alleged kidnapping plot by 

anti-government extremists in the fall.

In a statement, Senate Major-

ity Leader Mike Shirkey and House 

Speaker Jason Wentworth—both 

Republicans—said no votes had been 

planned next Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Thursday, so they canceled leg-

islation sessions “in an abundance of 

caution.”

“As we have said before, the riot at 

the U.S. Capitol last week was a ter-

rible moment for our country,” they 

said. “We must be better than this as a 

nation, and that begins this week with 

what will hopefully remain peaceful 

protests and demonstrations in Wash-

ington, D.C., Lansing and around the 

country.”

Guard activated at
Michigan Capitol
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Michigan State Police offi cers patrol outside the state Capitol in Lansing, 
Mich., Friday.
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MARINETTE—So close yet so 

far has been the theme for the 

Marinette girls basketball team 

over its last two games and that 

pattern once again repeated itself 

in the Marines’ North Eastern 

Conference tilt against Denmark 

on Thursday.

Marinette (0-9 NEC, 0-12 

overall) has come close to pick-

ing up its fi rst win of the season 

recently, holding a 20-11 halftime 

lead against Luxemburg-Casco 

and taking an early 9-7 fi rst-half 

lead against Clintonville, but 

both games ultimately resulted 

in defeat for the Marines. Mari-

nette appeared ready to reverse 

its fortunes on Thursday against 

the Vikings (3-8 NEC, 3-11 over-

all) with the Marines once again 

holding the lead at halftime, but 

Marinette’s offense went cold at 

the worst time in the second half 

while Denmark was able to nar-

rowly outscore the Marines by a 

28-20 margin to hand the Marines 

a heartbreaking 50-46 defeat.

“This one stings,” Marinette 

head coach Zac Barker said, “We 

played hard and had our chances 

to win but we came up short 

tonight. Our offense was inconsis-

tent throughout the game. There 

were times where we were able 

to handle Denmark’s press and 

break out for some easy baskets 

and other times we would throw 

the ball away right away. The big-

gest thing is our need to play con-

sistent basketball.”

The Vikings opened the game 

with a 4-0 lead until consecutive 

steal-and-scores from Sam Pieper 

and Jordan Boettcher made it a 

tie game, and Amara Smalls gave 

Marinette the 7-4 lead after swish-

ing a 3-pointer from the left cor-

ner off an assist from Matti Reni-

kow.

Marinette continued to build its 

lead with Smalls knocking down a 

pull-up jumper and Boettcher tak-

ing it to the hoop for a layup that 

put the Marines on top by six and 

forced Denmark to call a timeout. 

A free throw from Renikow along 

with a long two-pointer by Han-

nah Chenier swelled the Marines’ 

advantage to 14-4 with 12:08 left 

in the fi rst half.

Denmark fi nally got the lid 

off the basket as Chloe Rabas 

knocked down a triple while 

Elaina Vannieuwenhoven inter-

cepted a Marines’ inbounds pass 

and took it the length of the court 

for a layup. Marinette countered 

with Matti Renikow scooping 

up a defl ected ball of a shot by 

Boettcher and sinking the put 

back, but a layup from Oliva 

Lamack cut Marinette’s lead to 

fi ve and had the Marines calling 

a timeout with 7:58 until halftime.

After resetting its offense 

during the break, Marinette 

answered back with Chenier tak-

ing the give-and-go assist from 

Pieper and canning a pull-up 

jumper. Chenier tacked on a run-

ner before nailing a gorgeous 

turnaround jumper after spin-

ning around a Vikings’ defender 

to give the Marines an 11-point 

cushion until Denmark got a 

layup from Lamack.

The two teams traded baskets 

as Smalls banked in a long two-

pointer while Lamack stepped 

into the passing lane to pick 

Smalls’ pocket for a steal and tran-

sition basket. After a Marinette 

timeout, Renikow gobbled up the 

offensive rebound off a miss from 

Smalls and dished to a slashing 

Pieper for a contested layup that 

once again pushed the Marines 

ahead by 11,. However, with Den-

mark in the bonus the Vikings 

were able to drive to the basket 

and draw fouls, using free throws 

from Anna Freitag and Grace Her-

mans along with a trey from Pey-

ton Froberg to close the half on a 

6-0 run that cut Marinette’s lead 

to 26-22 at halftime.

The Vikings got the second half 

started with Hermans driving for 

a layup and drawing the foul on 

Smalls before sinking the ensuing 

free throw to make it a one-point 

game and sending Smalls to the 

bench with foul trouble.

“Amara had a nice fi rst half 

but she got into foul trouble with 

24 seconds gone in the second 

half and that defi nitely hurt us,” 

Barker said.

Marinette cleaned up the offen-

sive glass with put backs from 

Renikow and Rylee Hansen push-

ing the Marines’ lead up to fi ve 

before a triple from Freitag made 

it a 30-28 affair. Renikow coun-

tered with a trey of her own that 

forced the Vikings to regroup with 

a timeout just three minutes into 

the half.

A pair of Abbey Hummel free 

throws cut Denmark’s defi cit to 

three but a free throw of her own 

by Boettcher along with another 

3-pointer from Renikow put Mari-

nette on top 37-30.

Renikow finished the game 

with a career-high 11 points and 

drew praise from Barker after-

wards.

“Matti hit a couple of big 

threes for us tonight and it’s good 

to see Matti coming through on 

the offensive end for us,” he said. 

“She fi nished with a career-high 

tonight and it’s good to see her 

scoring some more points”.

Freitag stroked another tri-

ple to cut Marinette’s lead to four 

with 12:00 remaining, but points 

became hard to come by for both 

teams with each squad having 

plenty of chances to score but fail-

ing to do so until Hermans hit a 

layup to make it a 37-35 game with 

7:00 left.

Denmark tied matters up off 

a layup by Emily Freitag but the 

Marines regained the advantage 

after Lindsey Wingender tipped 

in a put back, making it a 39-37 

Marinette lead with 5:45 left to 

play.

The Vikings once again knotted 

the score thanks to a two-pointer 

from Hermans but a jumper by 

Pieper put Marinette back on top 

by two. A 3-pointer from Lamack 

gave Denmark a slim one-point 

cushion until Chenier drilled 

a pull-up jumper that gave the 

Marines a 43-42 lead.

Another triple from Anna Fre-

itag put Denmark back in front by 

two with 3:00 remaining but the 

Marines managed to tie the game 

up 45-45 off a jumper from Che-

nier with 1:36 on the clock.

With Denmark in the bonus, 

the Vikings took it the paint and 

a foul that sent Calia Pieschek 

to the line where she hit one of 

her two free throws to give Den-

mark a narrow 46-45 lead. Need-

ing to intentionally foul in order 

to get the ball back, Wingender 

fouled Hummel, who converted 

one of her free throws that put 

the Vikings up by two with 53.9 

ticks left.

Marinette continued to bat-

tle back with Boettcher hitting a 

free throw to make it a one-point 

game with 44.2 left to play, but 

after intentionally fouling Hum-

mel and Lamack on back-to-back 

possessions, the Marines watched 

the two go 3-4 from the line to give 

the Vikings a 50-46 lead with only 

22.1 remaining. Marinette could 

not get its shot off as the game’s 

waning seconds ticked away as 

Denmark’s four-point lead held 

through the fi nal 16.3 to send 

the Marines to their fourteenth 

straight game.

Chenier was Marinette’s top 

scorer with 12 points while Reni-

kow’s 11 was good enough to 

make her the team’s second-lead-

ing scorer while Smalls ended her 

night with seven. Lamack led Den-

mark with 14 points while Anna 

Freitag added 11 and Hermans 

chipped in nine.

In JV action, the Marines suf-

fered a 38-11 blowout defeat 

against the Vikings. Hansen led 

Marinette with seven points while 

Jada Diaz and Ivy Rivet each had 

two.

Marinette has a quick turn-

around with a home game today 

(Saturday) against Waupaca (5-4 

NEC, 5-5 overall). With little time 

to dwell on Thursday’s loss, Barker 

said he’s hopeful that his team will 

clean up the issues that doomed 

the Marines against Denmark.

“These quick turnarounds can 

either be a positive or a negative, 

it’s hard to know at this point,” he 

said. “There were things we did 

well tonight that we can build 

on but we could have done more 

at times, so maybe it’s good that 

we’re back on the court Saturday 

so we can correct some of those 

things quickly. I’m optimistic that 

we’re going to come out and play 

well against Waupaca and hope-

fully we’ll be able to do some good 

things”.

Today’s game tips off at 

12:30 p.m. with the JV team tak-

ing the court at 11 a.m.
DENMARK (50)—Lamack 14, A. Freitag 

11, Hermans 9, Hummel 5, Froberg 3, 

Rabas 3, E. Freitag 2, Vannieuwenhoven 2, 

Piescher 1; FTs: 12-21.

MARINETTE (46)—Chenier 12, Renikow 

11, Smalls 7, Boettcher 6, Pieper 6, 

Hansen 2, Wingender 2; FTs: 3-13.

Marines drop heartbreaker against Vikings

EagleHerald/Matt Lehmann
Marinette’s Hannah Chenier ele-
vates to get her shot off as Den-
mark’s Anna Freitag (5) defends 
during the Marines’ North East-
ern Conference game, Thursday 
in Marinette.

EagleHerald/Matt Lehmann
Marinette’s Matti Renikow makes a move towards the basket during 
the Marines’ North Eastern Conference game against Denmark, Thurs-
day in Marinette.

By SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. —The 
head of the Wisconsin Capi-
tol Police told state lawmak-
ers to stay away from the 
Capitol building this week-
end and suggested that they 
remove any personal infor-
mation from social media 
accounts due to threats of 
unrest at capitols in all 50 
states.

Capitol Police Chief 
David Erwin told lawmak-
ers in a Thursday memo 
obtained by The Associated 
Press that they were “not 
aware of specifi c credible 
threats to legislators; how-
ever, this remains an evolv-
ing situation and there con-
tinues to be active social 
media commentary regard-
ing the threat of ongoing 
unrest.”

Although Erwin asked 
lawmakers not to be in 
the building this weekend, 
it didn’t recommend that 
they curtail normal legisla-
tive activity next week. Two 
public hearings are sched-
uled, but no meetings of 
the full Senate or Assembly. 
Joe Biden is set to be inau-
gurated on Wednesday.

Law enforcement will 
have an “increased pres-
ence” in the Wisconsin Cap-
itol next week, lawmakers 
were told.

Gov. Tony Evers also 
activated an unspecified 
number of National Guard 
troops to help protect the 
Capitol, which has been 
closed to the public since 
last spring because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. All 
of the fi rst-fl oor windows 

were boarded up this week 

and Evers’ administration 

told those who had been 

coming to work at he Capi-

tol to instead work remotely 

for the rest of the month.

Law enforcement offi-

cials were reducing park-

ing around the Capitol on 

Sunday and urging people 

to avoid the area as they 

braced for potential unrest. 

There was only one known 

organized event for the day, 

an anti-fascist demonstra-

tion where free food, drinks 

and clothes were to be dis-

tributed.

Madison’s police chief 

said his department would 

have a heightened presence 

through Inauguration Day 

due to warnings of poten-

tial violence at state capi-

tols, but he said he wasn’t 

aware of any specifi c threats 

in Wisconsin. Law enforce-

ment offi cials were urging 

the public to be on high alert 

and to report any suspicious 

behavior.

Erwin also offered sug-

gestions in the memo 

about how lawmakers could 

remain safe, including at 

home, on social media and 

when receiving packages.

“Consider removing per-

sonally identifying informa-

tion about your or your fam-

ily so that it is not easily acces-

sible,” the chief advised.

He also wrote that law-

makers should keep their 

homes’ doors locked at their 

homes, even when present, 

and be on high alert for any-

thing unusual.

“Trust your gut,” Erwin 

wrote. “If something doesn’t 

feel right, retreat to safety, 

and summon help.”

Wisconsin Capitol 
Police tell lawmakers 

to stay away


