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Good morning,

Lucille Adams!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Partly to mostly cloudy 

with light winds. Dry.
HIGH: 48  LOW: 34

MENOMINEE — Central 
Elementary and Blesch 
Intermediate schools have shifted 
to exclusively online schooling for 
a period of 28 days.

Superintendent John Mans 
said another teacher at Blesch 
came down with COVID-19, as 
did a few Blesch students. “It got 
to the point where we’re going to 
have to quarantine students, and 
we’re having a tough time staffing 
the building,” he said.

Mans said that shifting to an 
online model for the next month 

or so keeps the door open to better 
quality instruction at a time like 
this, rather than having a sub-
stitute cover a class for a quaran-
tined teacher.

“What you end up doing is 
you’re housing kids. You’re putting 
in substitutes who aren’t experts 
in their field,” he said. “When we 
go to virtual, we can have the reg-
ular teachers who can’t be there 
because they may be quarantined, 
but teaching virtually from home. 
The quality actually goes up; they 
get their regular teacher and the 
person who’s built the relation-
ship with them who knows the 
subject matter.”

“There’s sometimes a point 

where you don’t really have a 
choice, and the choice is made for 
you,” he said.

Mans said the two schools that 
are closed are remaining closed 
for 28 days to let the virus run its 
course within the empty build-
ings, giving it enough time to die 
off on surfaces without the risk 
of getting picked up. Additionally, 
Mans said closing for 28 days 
allows for those exposed to adhere 
to the 10 to 14-day quarantining 
requirements.

“Say it’s a teacher that has close 
contact, they have to be out for 14 
days after the person they’ve been 
in contact with is symptom-free. 
It could be 10 days for that per-

son to be symp-

tom-free and then 

14 days after that, 

so it could be 24 

days that a teach-

er would have to 

be out in the worst 

case scenario,” he 

said.

Mans said the district is still 

about 400 Chromebooks short of 

having one device for each student 

in the district, however because 

Menominee High School is still 

open for in-person instruction 

those devices haven’t been needed 

yet. “We’re hoping for an October 

delivery date,” he said.

Mans said, if the district had 

to completely shift to an online 

model for a period of time, the 

district has compiled a list of stu-

dents who have access to devices 

at home already and those who 

don’t, and would give school devic-

es to students who don’t already 

have them. “We have a plan just 

in case we have to go in that direc-

tion,” he said.

Another aspect of the distanced 

learning plan in the district has 

been for teachers to put their les-

sons onto flash drives and have 

them brought to the students 

who are at home. “I’ve been pretty 

much disconnected, but I know 

that they’re starting to use jump 

drives and that’s starting to really 

flow. I had one of the principals 

tell me this morning that they 

need four more, and they were 

going to run them out to some 

kids,” he said.

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald staff writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

Blesch, Central schools go online only
Mans explains reasons behind the decision

Mans

MARINETTE — It’s not every 
day you find a Pokémon in the real 
world. But if you’re lucky, you might 
find one every month. 

Sunday marks the second 
“Marinette Pokémon Migration” 
event when a large number of a spe-
cific Pokémon species can be found 
at a local park. The event, hosted by 
local couple Andrew and Sabrina 
Cretens, is essentially a scavenger 
hunt for 3D printed, hand-paint-
ed Pokémon figurines hidden on 
Stephenson Island.

The first migration event was 
held at City Park in September and 
the Cretens featured the popular 
Pokémon Bulbasaur.

Sunday’s event will begin at 
noon and will feature Charmander.

Andrew said he hopes his scav-
enger hunts will become a monthly 
event children in the area can look 
forward to.

“For the most part, I got the 
inspiration behind Pokémon Go 
and the rock scavenger hunts they 
do,” Andrew said. “I was just sitting 
there and I thought it was a shame 
that Pokémon Go kind of died out 
and didn’t get people out walking as 
much as it used to.”

Having already held one 
Pokémon scavenger hunt, Andrew 
said he feels much better prepared 
this time around. The September 
scavenger hunt had a larger turn-
out than he had expected and the 
the limited-quantity of Bulbasaur 
figurines had run out within the 
first 20 minutes.

“I didn’t think it would be that 

popular, I thought we could get 
through the event with 20 or so 
Bulbasaur,” Andrew said.

However, on Aug. 23, short-
ly before the first scavenger hunt, 
Andrew had created a Facebook 
page for the event, which quickly 
gained popularity.

“We started to get a lot of engage-
ment on the posts. One of the posts 
was seen by over 4,000 people and 
we had hundreds of people engag-
ing on it and that’s when I was like: 
‘Oh no.’”

Realizing that he did not have 
nearly enough Bulbasaur fig-
ures for the event’s popularity, 
Andrew began to print them non-
stop, day and night. 

Forty Bulbasaur figurines were 
completed by the time of the event, 
Sept. 4.

“We had a lot of sad kids who 
didn’t get any,” Sabrina said, “and 
unfortunately, there are a lot 
reports of kids who took more than 
one or took some for their brothers 
and sisters at home, which is fine, 
but we really hope kids will come 
and only take one.”

Andrew said he and his wife 
have been printing Charmander 
figurines for Sunday’s event non-
stop since September.

“After the Bulbasaur incident, 
my wife insisted she would help me, 
so it became a united front where 
she helps me paint,” Andrew said.

“We didn’t think there would be 
a lot of people there so we are trying 
to make a lot more Charmander,” 
Sabrina said. “But there is still a 
limited quantity because so much 
goes into making them.”

The Pokémon can be printed 
in groups of three, which takes 

between 9 to 14 hours to complete. 

Afterward, the Pokémon are sepa-

rated and hand-painted by Andrew 

and Sabrina.

As of Wednesday, Andrew said 

he had printed 76 Charmander for 

Sunday’s event.

Sabrina said the two plan to 

print non-stop from Sunday until 

the next event, which will be held 

in November. November’s event 

will feature a different Pokémon, 

Squirtle.

This time around, Andrew said 

he hopes to help kids feel even more 

engaged in the world of Pokémon.

“When I did the Bulbasaur hunt, 

By EMILY HARWOOD

EagleHerald staff writer

eharwood@eagleherald.com

Pokemon scavenger hunt 
organizers plan another event

See HUNT, A3

Gotta find ‘em all
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Andrew Cretens holds up a special variant Charmander figurine he cre-
ated with his 3D printer. The Charmander figurine is dressed as another 
Pokémon Cubone.

PESHTIGO — After sev-

eral weeks in the hospital, 

Peshtigo Mayor Cathi Malke 

has been moved into a local 

nursing home to begin 

rehab. 

Malke has been released 

from the hospital after 

nearly eight weeks bat-

tling COVID-19. Malke’s 

case of COVID was quite 

severe and she had to 

spend three weeks on a ven-

tilator to help her breath. 

Three weeks ago 

Malke was finally healthy 

By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald staff writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com

Malke 
battling 
back

See MALKE, A3

MENOMINEE — City Manager Tony Graff 
received his annual performance evaluation 
Tuesday in a special meeting of the City of 
Menominee Committee of the Whole.

The evaluation started off with a descrip-
tion from Councilmember Bill Plemel as to how 
the evaluation forms given to the other council 
members were filled out, using a scale of one 
to five to rate the city manager’s performance 
in a number of areas. After this brief explana-

tion, the members of the council were given the 

opportunity to address Graff and the rest of the 

council with their thoughts on how he’s done 

this year.

“I think you’ve encouraged coopera-

tion between the department heads,” said 

Councilmember Heather Nelson, “You’re always 

looking for feedback, which is a positive thing. 

In some areas I think that need to be worked 

on: you need to re-establish effective working 

relationships within the council. For the last 12 

months, I think there’s a lot of tension within 

some of the meetings and what have you, and 

I think we need to go back — and that’s with 
everyone in the council too — everyone needs to 
work together with whatever the end-game is.”

She also said the city manager has a good 
vision for the city, however she said that the 
vision hasn’t always moved from vision to solid 
plan.

Councilmember Dennis Klitzke said Graff 
has done well with the economic development of 
the city and has done well relating to the general 
public. “(It’s been) better than what’s been done 
in the past,” he said.

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald staff writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

Menominee councilmembers evaluate Graff

See GRAFF, A3

Providing Quality Care In Your Home
Northland Lutheran Home Health Services

715-732-5670
www.northlandlutheranwi.com

• Serving Marinette & Menominee
• Medicare and Medicaid Certifi ed

• Medication Management
• Wound Care Management

• Physical & Occupational Therapy Available
• Service Tailored to Individual Needs and Payment

as low as

3.75%
APR

See Us for a

Recreational Loan!

1514 Cleveland Ave. • Marinette

(715) 732-0065
www.bayshorecu.org


