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Good morning,

Eugene Miller!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Partly sunny with light 

wind; An awesome fall day
HIGH: 73  LOW: 51

LANSING, Mich. — 
Agents foiled a stunning 
plot to kidnap Michigan 
Democratic Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer, authorities said 
Thursday in announc-
ing charges in an alleged 
scheme that involved 
months of planning and 
even rehearsals to snatch 
her from her vacation home.

Six men were charged in 

federal court with conspir-
ing to kidnap the governor 
in reaction to what they 
viewed as her “uncontrolled 
power,” according to a fed-
eral complaint. Separately, 
seven others were charged 
in state court under 
Michigan’s anti-terrorism 
laws for allegedly targeting 
police and seeking a “civil 
war.”

A few hours later, 
Whitmer pinned some 
blame on President Donald 

Trump, noting that he did 
not condemn white suprem-
acists in last week’s debate 
with Joe Biden and instead 
told a far-right group to 
“stand back and stand by.”

“Hate groups heard the 
president’s words not as a 
rebuke but as a rallying cry, 
as a call to action,” Whitmer 
said. “When our leaders 
speak, their words matter. 
They carry weight.”

The six men charged 
in federal court plotted for 

months, consulting and 
training with members of a 
group that federal authori-
ties described as a militia, 
and undertaking rehearsals 
in August and September, 

according to an FBI affi-
davit. They were arrested 
Wednesday night and face 
up to life in prison if con-
victed.

Four had planned 

Wednesday to meet to 
“make a payment on explo-
sives and exchange tactical 
gear,” the FBI said in the 
court filing.

The FBI quoted one of the 
accused as saying Whitmer 
“has no checks and balanc-
es at all. She has uncon-
trolled power right now. All 
good things must come to 
an end.”

Andrew Birge, the 
U.S. attorney in western 
Michigan, called the men 
“violent extremists.”

“All of us in Michigan can 
disagree about politics, but 
those disagreements should 
never, ever amount to vio-
lence. Violence has been 
prevented today,” Detroit 
U.S. Attorney Matthew 
Schneider told reporters.

Whitmer, who was con-
sidered as Joe Biden’s 
running mate, has been 
praised but also deeply crit-
icized by the Republican-
controlled Legislature and 

By DAVID EGGERT

and ED WHITE

The Associated Press

See WHITMER, A3
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In this photo Sept. 16 file photo provided by the Michigan 
Office of the Governor, Gov. Whitmer addresses the state 
during a speech in Lansing, Mich. According to a criminal 
complaint unsealed Thursday, multiple people plotted to try 
to kidnap Whitmer at her vacation home.

Plot to kidnap 
Whitmer halted
Michigan governor blames Trump

MARINETTE — 
There is going to be 
M&M Thunder hockey 
at the Community REC 
Center. As long as the 
COVID-19 situation 
doesn’t get any worse.

The Marinette 
Common Council 
Tuesday voted 9-0 to approve an Ice Rental 
& Concession agreement with the Marinette 
and Menominee Area Youth Hockey 
Association (MMAYHA).

Under the agreement, the MMAYHA shall 
pay the city $60,000 for ice time for the 
2020-21 season. The city agrees to provide 
a city-employed Zamboni driver to resur-
face the ice between practices and games 
as determined by the MMAYHA schedule. 
The entire contract can be viewed on the 
city’s website on pages 92-97 of Tuesday’s 
council packet.

There was plenty of discussion leading 
up to the council’s unanimous vote.

Executive Director of Recreation Gavin 
Scray told alderpersons the REC Center is 
following Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 

guidelines during the pandemic, including 

social distancing, face mask mandates and 

capacity requirements (now set at 25% per 

By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

Council OKs youth hockey contract

See HOCKEY, A3
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The Marinette Common Council Tuesday approved an agreement with the Marinette and 
Menominee Area Youth Hockey Association. The agreement allows M&M Thunder hockey 
to be played at the Community REC Center ice rink, shown here. 
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■ The city council 

also discussed city 

related events and 

COVID-19. A3

MARINETTE — The Marinette’s City 
Council Tuesday voted to accept Tyco’s 
offer to provide the funds to buy equip-
ment that will allow the city to more easi-
ly and effectively dispose of biosolids from 
its wastewater treatment facility.

In a statement, Tyco said, “As a leading 
employer in the region, and a company 
committed to environmental steward-
ship, Tyco offered this $1.3 million dona-
tion for the equipment that will help the 
city treat and transport its biosolids.”

Marinette Mayor Steve Genisot, in a 
statement, welcomed the donation. “We 
appreciate Tyco’s $1.3 million financial 
donation which allows the city to address 
this important issue.”

While test data shows there are other 
sources of PFAS in Marinette’s waste-
water, the company recognizes its role 
in helping the community deal with the 
challenges created by the biosolids.

“We are pleased the City of Marinette 
has accepted our voluntary offer to pay 
the full cost and installation of the bio-
solid equipment,” said Jim Cox, senior 
manager of marketing communications 
for Tyco. “The equipment will make it 
easier and less expensive for the city to 
ship and dispose of its biosolids. This 
contribution is another example of our 
ongoing commitment to our community. 
The city’s leadership on this important 
infrastructure improvement was essen-
tial, and Tyco appreciates the chance to 
work with the city to move the project 
forward.”

The company previously donated $3 
million to the city for the testing, removal, 
treatment and disposal of biosolids from 

Tyco donates 
$1.3M to city 

See TYCO, A3

■ Money will be used to 
purchase equipment for 

biosolids disposal

MENOMINEE — The Menominee City 
Council met in a special meeting Tuesday to 
hold a public hearing and vote on an ordinance 
permitting marijuana establishments within 
the city limits. The ordinance was passed in an 
8-1 vote.

Initially, councilmember Frank Pohlmann 
moved to remove the vote on the ordinance from 
the agenda, noting that with a public hearing on 
the ordinance before the vote there were going 

to be comments from the general 
public that may need to be taken 
into more consideration before 
passing the ordinance. This 
motion, however, did not pass.

During the public hear-
ing, the council heard from 
Kyle Blomquist, a member of 
Iron Mountain’s city council. 

Blomquist had sent an email to 
Menominee’s council members with his con-
cerns about the new ordinance. “I wanted to 
commend the city council for considering an 

opt-in ordinance. We’ve gone through this pro-
cess (in Iron Mountain), working with various 
parties interested. I will say that, overall, I am 
more in favor of an uncapped system in terms 
of number of licenses available, and using, rath-
er, your zoning or land use restriction as the 
restricting agent to locate the facilities where 
you’d like them. This is the only way that I’ve 
found that gives everyone a seat at the table,” 
he said.

The council also heard from Holly Wolfe, 
who said she was excited to be a part of moving 

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald staff writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

Council passes marijuana establishment ordinance
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MARINETTE — The number 
of COVID-19 cases continue to 
rise in Marinette County.

Public Health Officer Molly 
Bonjean provided an update on 
the situation Wednesday to the 
Health and Human Services 
Board. 

“Right now we have about 
75% of our hospital beds in use, 
64% of ICU beds and 17% of our 
ventilators are in use,” she said. 
“This is one of the most common 
questions we get here at Public 
Health, but this is the best data 

that we can get.”

As for the number of con-

firmed cases of COVID-19 in the 

county, Bonjean said the total is 

at 1,146 as of Monday.

“You can see a trend,” she 
said. “If you look back at Sept. 
5, we were at 664 cases. So we’ve 
almost doubled our number of 
cases once again. The number 
of cases that we are seeing is 
around 35 cases per day. We’ve 
had quite a large spike in cases 
in the past month.”

Bonjean said the county’s rate 
of infection and COVID-19 activ-
ity is very high and that sever-
al links have been added to the 
Marinette County Public Health 
website so the public can view the 
infection rate data for themselves. 

“Just prior to our meeting it 

By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald staff writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com

Local COVID-19 numbers on rise

See COVID, A5

““We’ve had quite a 

large spike in cases in 

the past month.”

Molly Bonjean

             Marinette County 

Public Health Officer

Pohlmann

Providing Quality Care In Your Home
Northland Lutheran Home Health Services

715-732-5670
www.northlandlutheranwi.com

• Serving Marinette & Menominee
• Medicare and Medicaid Certifi ed

• Medication Management
• Wound Care Management

• Physical & Occupational Therapy Available
• Service Tailored to Individual Needs and Payment
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Dr. Merlin R. Zelm
534 First Street
Menominee, MI

906-424-4098

Limited Hours ─ Call For An Appointment


