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MARINETTE—Chad Francour can’t remember any-
thing about the snowmobile-truck collision that changed 
his life nearly 18 years ago.

His parents, Dave and Lynn, will never forget it.
“Ryan (Chad’s older brother) and I were in the ambu-

lance with him and they (rescue workers) kicked us out 
because they thought he was going to die right there,” 
Dave recalled.

The accident happened at the intersection of U.S. 41 
and Country Meadows Road, just west of Marinette near 
the Taco Bell/Shell station. After several serious crashes—
some fatal—and likely many near misses, the intersec-
tion was changed to a right-turn-only this summer.

On Jan. 28, 2004, Dave Francour, his two sons and a 
group of friends were on their weekly snowmobile ride.

“It was always on a Wednesday,” Dave said. “We would 
ride, get something to eat and come home.”

That day ended differently when Chad, who was ahead 
of the group, tried crossing U.S. 41 at about 4:30 p.m., just 
as the sun was setting. Chad’s sled collided with a pickup. 
A side mirror of the truck struck Chad’s helmet, knock-
ing it off and causing a traumatic injury to Chad’s brain.

Have bike will travel
For about 12 years, Chad Francour has defied the odds 

and stunned his family, friends and doctors by riding a 
bicycle. For him, it’s a passion. He rides three times a 
week, except when there is ice.

He said his father and his former physical therapist, 
Kim Barrette, were against his riding at first because they 
believed he might fall and hurt his head again.

“That’s kind of how I operate,” Chad said, “You tell me 
I can’t do something and I will prove you wrong.”

He credits his brother Ryan, of Howard, with helping 
him get his bike equipment in order, including pads, hel-
met and special shoes.

Since 2009, Chad has logged more than 19,000 miles 
on his bike. He tries to go about 100 miles a week, weather 
permitting. He also has a stationary bike he rides in his 
Marinette apartment when he’s unable to ride outdoors.

When asked if he has ever fallen, Chad said, “Tons 
of times. I have scars. I fell on a Menominee highway 
(M-35), busted my eye open and there was blood every-
where. I had to get eight stitches. But I haven’t broken 
any bones or anything like that.”

That mishap occurred this summer.
Chad, now age 34, explained he actually has better bal-

ance when he increases his speed, although he admits it 
is sometimes difficult to stop with his hand brakes.

Dave and Lynn, both retired teachers from the Mari-
nette School District, are obviously worried parents, but 
they don’t want to discourage their son.

“What are we going to do, tell him no?” Dave shrugged.
His parents said they have an app so they can follow 

Chad’s rides and they’ve had to help him out of a ditch 
a few times.

“When he falls, it’s difficult for him to get back up,” 
Dave said.

Barrette, who worked with Francour on his recovery, 
said he’s impressed with his former patient.

“When I saw him in July of that year (2004), he 

was very, very limited,” Barrette said. “His balance was 
el-zippo. He couldn’t even sit on a table besides get on 
a bike.”

He said one day Chad rode his bike a 
few miles to his office and said, “I want 
to show you what I can do.”

“I was ecstatic,” Barrette said. “I 
was extremely happy because his 
quality of life would be better for him 
with continual biking.”

Tim Stauss, a longtime friend of the 
family who coached football with Dave 
Francour for about 20 years, said it’s 
amazing how far Chad has come.

“I really never thought he would 
walk,” Stauss said. “I’m not try-
ing to be a buzz kill, but he had 
a traumatic brain injury that 
affected every neuron in 
his body. That’s exactly the 
way I heard the doctor say 
it. He won’t be able to feed 
himself right away. He 
won’t be able to get the 
spoon in his hand. To 
think, OK, you’re going 
to walk, then you’re 
going to ride a bike, 
then you’re going to 
do it consistently, 
then you’re going 
to hunt again. I 
mean that was a 
story in itself.”

Chad said he bikes 
for the physical well being, to stay 
active and to get a feeling of purpose 
and accomplishment.

“It’s mental (too); the endorphins 
release in by brain,” he explained. “It 
doesn’t feel like I have a disability. Who 
wants to have a disability? No one. I do it 
to make myself feel better.”

A long road to recovery
Chad was in a coma for six weeks follow-

ing the crash. He spent several months in 
Green Bay before returning home. His par-
ents—and everyone who knew him—real-
ized it would be a lengthy process for Chad.

Lynn said the blood vessels in Chad’s 
brain were sheered so badly that doctors 
estimated about half of his brain is not 
working correctly. She said he lost 80% 
mobility in his left side and about 20% on 
his right side.

Chad also broke his collarbone in the 
crash and he sustained many scrapes and 
bruises.

Lynn said doctors told her and Dave that 
Chad had to be stabilized just to be air lifted 
to Green Bay.

“I knew it was pretty critical,” she said.
“They flew him from Marinette to Green 

Bay and the doctor told us, ‘he’s either going 
to be a vegetable the rest of his life or he’s 
going to pass away,’” Dave said.

Lynn said she kept asking doctors what kind 
of life they could expect for Chad, presuming 
he lived.

“I said, ‘will he be able to walk, will he be able 
to talk, will he be able to feed himself,’” she said. “They 

said ‘none of those.’ They really didn’t give us any hope. 
And those first couple of weeks, we really didn’t have 
any hope.”

“I think we were in shock,” Dave said.
Once he came out of the coma, Chad didn’t show 

any promise until he got a visit from Stauss. The for-
mer fiery defensive coordinator on some of Mari-
nette’s best football teams gave Chad a pep talk, 
according to Lynn.

Stauss said he can’t recall everything he told 
Chad, but he knew him to be a motivated teen.

“Nothing against the therapists, 
because I know they did amazing work 

with him, but she was kind of touchy 
feely and (softly) said ‘OK Chad 
let’s try to move your arms’ and 
he just ignored her, Stauss said. 
“I remember saying, ‘HEY, GET 
YOUR HAND IN THE AIR,” and 
all of a sudden his arm started 
going up and I said ‘keep going.’”

Stauss admitted he felt 
self-conscious in front of the 
therapist because “she’s way 
better at this than I am.” Still, 
he kept pushing Chad.

“I remember saying, ‘lis-
ten, you’re going to walk out 

of here whether you like it 
or not because you owe it 
to yourself,’” Stauss said, 

adding that he told Chad to 
move his foot and he rolled his 
toes a bit.

“I just kept barking at him 
like he was one of my offensive 
lineman back when I coached 
offense,” he said. “I didn’t give 
him a pep talk in a sense, the 
only thing I said is ‘you’re going 
to walk out of here whether you 

want to or not, so let’s get your 
ass moving.’”

Lynn said it was during the 
visit from Stauss that Chad 
responded to a voice for the first 
time.

“At that point, that’s when we 
thought, we think Chad’s still in 
there,” she said.

Lynn and Dave recalled the first 
time they saw Chad in physical ther-

apy.
“They put him on the mat and he 

just laid there and drooled,” Dave 
said. “We were bawling our eyes out. 
They said they would work with him 
and they did.”

Chad did physical therapy at St. 
Vincent Hospital in Green Bay and 
when he came home in early summer, 

he worked with Barrette.
“They turned out to be good buddies,” Dave 

said of Chad and Barrette.
An athletic daredevil

Mike Corwin is best friends with Ryan Francour 
and he’s known Chad since elementary school.

“Chad was a daredevil. He had no fear,” Corwin 
said. “I remember him jumping off his house into his 
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MARINETTE—Bellin Health 

Marinette began Friday the stu-

pendous task of vaccinating the 

community’s children against 

COVID-19.

“It’s exciting and historical,” 

Bellin Health Clinic Manager 

Suzanne Ostrenga said.

The Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention (CDC) recom-

mended Tuesday that children 

ages 5 to 11 be vaccinated with 

the Pfizer-BioNTech pediatric 

COVID vaccine, allowing health 

providers to begin vaccinations 

for this age group immediately.

Bellin Health made a quick 

turnaround and was among the 

first centers in the area to offer 

COVID vaccines for this age group.

“We already did a lot of the 

heavy lifting with the adult 

vaccine,” Ostrenga said. “It was 

really thanks to our pharma-

cists and nurses who know how 

to reconstitute and store the vac-

cines that we were able to get this 

set up so quickly.”

Ostrenga said the clinic will 

be limiting vaccinations to 20 

children per day over the course 

of this week, after which it will 

gradually increase daily deliv-

ery of the vaccine. The vaccina-

tion clinic is currently open from 

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 

Friday. Ostrenga said the center 

also plans to open evening and 
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