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TODAY: Sunny with a light 
wind, 5 to 10 mph.

HIGH: 82     LOW: 64

DEATHS
Anderson McClelland, John
Imhoff, James
Kliegerman, Andrea
Monroe, Lori
Nystrom, Marlyn J.
Saunier, Sandra A.
Schomaker, Herman R.
Smith, Penny

INSIDE
Healthy Life: Vocal minority of 

French health workers resist man-

datory COVID-19 vaccines. A7

Sports: Sports return this fall for 

UWGB, Marinette Campus. B1

By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer

mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

PESHTIGO—At the end 

of the Town of Peshtigo spe-

cial meeting Friday, Chair-

person Cindy Boyle asked 

everyone in the room to 

close their eyes.

“Picture one of the most 

pleasant times in your life,” 

she said. “Now imagine 

finding out that your chil-

dren have been exposed to 

poison for decades. And 

the property that you own 

has a completely differ-

ent value and impression. 

And you don’t know what 

your future looks like from 

a health perspective or a 

financial perspective. What 

would you want for your 

family?”

Her question was 

directed at Vice Presi-

dent and Chief Sustain-

ability, Government and 

Regulatory Affairs Officer 

at Johnson Controls, Inc. 

(JCI) Kathleen McGinty, 

who had come to the meet-

ing to discuss JCI’s reme-

diation efforts around the 

per- and polyfluoroalkyl 

substance (PFAS) contam-

ination in the area.

In the wake of the City 

of Marinette’s approval last 

month of the Groundwater 

Extraction and Treatment 

System (GETS) site access 

agreement, the meeting 

presented an opportunity 

for the three parties to dis-

cuss what the future of 

impacted families will look 

like after the GETS begins 

treatment of the contami-

nated water.

An Alternative Water 

Source

Some Town of Peshtigo 

residents who live in the 

area of the PFAS plume 

have been drinking bottled 

Future of PFAS impact discussed

MENEKAUNEE—The 

42nd Menekaunee Old 

Timers Picnic was held Sat-

urday, a beautiful summer 

day, at noon at Red Arrow 

Park’s enclosed pavil-

ion for anyone 50 years of 

age or older with ties to 

Menekaunee. There were 

123 Menekauneeans that 

pre-registered, with an 

additional 14 walk-ins.

Registration ladies 

Vicki Malmstadt Guay, Sue 

Rye Lund and Cindy Miller 

Mudrak handed out name 

tags. Cheerleaders who 

opened the event with the 

Menekaunee cheer were: 

Coordinator Sharon Brix 

Powilaites, Sandy Thomp-

son Williams, JoAnn 

LaFond McGee, Jean 

Fischer Rizzo, Judy Brix 

Williams, Barb VanHemel-

ryk Scheffen, Judy Fischer 

Uecke and Joan Fifarek.

Powilaites welcomed 

attendees and intro-

duced The Salvation Army 

Captain Joshua Stansbury 

who talked about how they 

adapted to serve during 

COVID. A prayer was said 

for Menekauneeans who 

passed away since the last 

gathering: Sandy Olson 

Saunier, Jerry Johnson, 

Darlene LaCombe DeCamp, 

Sarianne Vavrunek Par-

rish, Herman Fischer, Wes 

LaFever, Charlie Nylund, 

Mary Singer, Jim McVane, 

Bob Rye, Jim Derusha, and 

Wayne “Butch” Williams. 

He followed with the din-

ner invocation.

The meal catered by 

Jack’s Fresh Market con-

sisted of fried chicken, 

meatballs, potato salad, 

creamy coleslaw, baked 

beans, mixed fresh fruit, 

wheat buns, pickles, and 

assorted cookies. Kitchen 

helpers were Judy Brix 

Williams, Karen Thornton 

Bookter, Marilyn Knopp, 

Evie Knopp Hilton, and 

Jean Dill. Leftover food 

was taken to The Salvation 

Army.

After lunch, Mayor 

Steve Genisot and First 

Ward Alderman Ken Keller 

recognized the five nona-

genarians (90 and older): 

Pearl Litts Forte 98; Stuart 

Mudrak 94; Mavis Malm-

stadt Ham 93; Marge Lar-

son Williams 92; and Al 

Rasmussen 90. They were 

presented with a pink cor-

sage or blue boutonniere.

Five people were rec-

ognized as having trav-

eled the farthest: Rich and 

Deb Miller, 2,176 miles 

from Lincoln, California; 

Tony Johnson, 1,138 miles 

from Yorktown, Virginia; 

and special guests Nancy 

Kaufman and Bob Meiss-

ner, 974 miles from Silver 

Spring, Maryland. Gen-

isot presented them with 

a “Marinette-Expanding 

Horizons” tote bag with 

promotional materials 

and a festively wrapped 

porcelain coffee mug, hand 
sanitizer, pin, pen and can-
dies.

A Special Recognition “I 
Love Menekaunee” pin was 
given to Stuart Mudrak 
for his community ser-
vice. He routinely picks up 
trash at Red Arrow Park, 
Menekaunee Heritage 
Park, Menekaunee Har-
bor Park, and Stephenson 
Island. He has been doing 
this since he returned to 
Marinette in 2017 from 
Germany where he lived 
for over 50 years.

Genisot thanked Pow-
ilaites for her hard work 
and dedication in coordi-
nating the Menekaunee 
Old Timers Picnic since 
2010.

Powilaites introduced 
hometown celebrity guest 
Nancy Kaufman, author 
of the book “The Girl 
From Menekaunee” and 
her partner/editor Bob 

More than 100 people attend Old Timers Picnic

Special to the EagleHerald
The Menekaunee Cheerleaders—Coordinator Sharon Brix Powilaites, Sandy Thompson Williams, JoAnn LaFond 
McGee, Jean Fischer Rizzo, Judy Brix Williams, Barb BanHemelryk Scheffen, Judy Fischer Uecke and Joan Fifarek—
celebrate the 42nd Menekaunee Old Timers Picnic Saturday at Red Arrow Park’s enclosed pavilion.

MENOMINEE—The M&M Area Community Foun-
dation (MMACF), with the support and encouragement 
of the Marinette County Tavern League, is extending an 
invitation to community members across Marinette and 
Menominee counties to join with them in the Safeguard-
ing Our Communities program training taking place 
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Aug. 15.

The program provides an overview of opioids, sug-
gests actions to address problems, demonstrates how to 
administer Narcan and highlights the Syringe Service 
Programs run by local Public Health departments. Those 
attending this training will be eligible to receive a free 
$40 personal medication lockbox, opioid emergency kit, 
and safe sharps disposal containers from the Commu-
nity Foundation.

The in-person training will take place at Fully Charged 
Pub and Bar, 2112 Hall Ave., Marinette (breakfast will be 
available, compliments of the MMACF). Or, people may 
participate remotely/virtually via the Community Foun-
dation’s GoToMeeting account. Those who are interested 
in attending, either in-person or virtually, must register 
with the Community Foundation. There is no fee.

In November of 2020, in response to local concerns, 
the MMACF applied for and received a $60,000 Harm 
Reduction Project grant. The funding was provided by 
the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan in 
collaboration with Vital Strategies, a global public health 
organization.

“This is our community and we all have a responsibil-
ity to help however we can,” said Brigette Buyarski, Mari-
nette County Tavern League president. “Opioid addiction 
and overdose affects us all, so we all must work together 
to tackle this problem.”

To register for the training, community members 
must contact the Community Foundation at 906-864-
3599 or paula.gruszynski@mmacf.org.

Free drug fighting 
program planned

IN BRIEF

MARINETTE—The convoy of vintage war vehicles 

that will stop at the Community REC Center in Mari-

nette on Wednesday also will stop at the Elks Lodge No. 

1313 that evening.

Convoy members will have dinner at the lodge at 

6 p.m. and the vehicles will be in the parking lot. Visi-

tors will have an opportunity to meet the drivers and oth-

ers involved in the caravan. The lodge is located at 430 

Bridge St., at the foot of the Interstate Bridge.

The Military Vehicle Preservation Association (MVPA) 

is the sponsor of the trip that began last week in South 

Dakota. More than 70 historic vehicles are involved in 

the convoy.

For more information on the association or the con-

voy, people can go to MVPA.org/convoys or the Facebook 

page MVPA/convoy.

War vehicle convoy to stop at Elks Lodge

See PICNIC, A3

See PFAS, A3


