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Bonjean updates HHS Board on COVID numbers, vaccines
By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—The Marinette County 

COVID-19 numbers, just like the State of 

Wisconsin statistics, are looking better 

every day, but it’s no time for residents to 

let down their guard.

That was one of the messages delivered 

by Public Health Officer Molly Bonjean 

Wednesday in her monthly report to the 

Health and Human Services Board.

She mentioned that spring break is 

approaching, along with holidays like Eas-

ter and Mother’s Day.

“It’s really nice to see the state (numbers) 

coming down,” Bonjean said. “We are cer-

tainly not out of the woods yet. We don’t 

want to get complacent, but it is improv-

ing.”

Bonjean referred to statistics on the 

Department of Health Services website 

that shows Wisconsin is now in the high 

category for disease activity and Marinette 

County is in the low category.

About two months ago, the state was in 

the very high to critically high categories, 

she said.

Here are some statistics:

• Marinette County has 4,377 positive 

cases since the pandemic started, but only 

60 cases in the last 30 days. The county 

has recorded 66 deaths attributed to the 

disease.

• Wisconsin has had 567,850 positive 

cases and 6,524 deaths.

• The state has 77% of hospital beds in 

use, 73% of ICU beds in use and 13% of ven-

tilators in use.

Bonjean also told the board about the 

opening of the Prevea COVID-19 Vaccina-

tion Clinic last month at the Max E. Peter-

son Field House on the UW Green Bay, 

Marinette Campus.

See COVID, A3

TOP PFAS settlement concerns arise
By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

Editor’s note: This is the first in 
a two-part article relating to topics 
presented at Wednesday’s infor-
mational meeting.

TOWN OF PESHTIGO � A 

well-attended special informa-

tional meeting, organized by Town 

of Peshtigo (TOP) concerned res-

idents Wednesday night at Little 

River Country Club, centered on 

discussion and clarification of a 

few key points, regarding a large 

class action lawsuit settlement 

involving many residents in the 

TOP (See THE SETTLEMENT—

BRIEF HISTORY).

More specifically, the intent 

of the meeting aimed to provide 

attendees with knowledge and 

timelines related to the large envi-

ronmental contamination law-

suit recently settled in the United 

States District Court. The suite 

centered a large portion of TOP 

residents residing in a specific 

area known as the “Class Area” 

and whose private potable water 

wells received alleged contamina-

tion from a local industry by sub-

stances generally known as PFAS 

(per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-

stances).

“The very clear intent of 

tonight’s meeting is to alert class 

members (those in the settlement 

area) to some critical variables 

(which are time sensitive) that 

they may not be paying attention 

to,” said Town of Peshtigo res-

ident and member of both Save 

Our Water (SOH{sub}2{/sub}O) 

the TOP Citizens Advisory Com-

mittee Cindy Boyle. “And by 

alerting them, the purpose is for 

them to begin to advocating for 

themselves.”
Both the CAC and SOH2O focus 

on public awareness and education 
of PFAS contamination in the area.

PFAS constitutes a vital com-
ponent in aqueous film-forming 
foam (AFFF), which due to the 
intrinsic properties imbued by 
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Town of Peshtigo residents, from left, Mark Winter, Bill Kopish and David Huebner view a settlement map 
provided at an informational meeting Wednesday at Little River Country Club in the Town of Peshtigo.

Informational meeting exposes 
resident concerns

THE SETTLEMENT— 
A BRIEF HISTORY
MARINETTE � The primary 

plaintiffs in the case, Town of 

Peshtigo (TOP) residents Joan 

and Richard Campbell, entered 

into the suit on behalf of them-

selves and other TOP residents 

similarly affected by PFAS con-

tamination, who lived for at least 

one year in the town over a span 

of time from January of 1965 to 

December of 2020.

The Campbell’s initial claim, 

filed in the State of Wisconsin 

Circuit Court, alleges the release 

of PFAS contaminants into the 

groundwater from a facility oper-

ated by one of the defendants in the 

case, Tyco Fire Products L.P. (Tyco), 

which resulted in adverse impacts 

to property values as well as the 

negative health effects related to 

PFAS exposure. Chemguard, Inc., 

and ChemDesign Products were 

also included as defendants in the 

suite. All defendants named in the 

suite function in various capaci-

ties (from production to testing) 

related to fire suppression chem-

icals containing PFAS

The settlement is $17.5 million 

See PFAS, A3 See HISTORY, A3

Principal outlines plans 
for senior events

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Marinette High 

School Principal Justine Braatz 

shared the high school’s plans for 

several major upcoming events with 

the Board of Education Tuesday.

Braatz told the board about the 

plans for prom, graduation, senior 

scholarship night and senior sports 

awards. Starting with prom, she said 

there will not be a traditional prom 

this year, but will have a different 

event as a replacement. “We’re not 

having a traditional prom because of 

the dance and the closeness of every-

thing, so we are holding a tourna-

ment event that we’re calling the 

‘prom-lympics,’” she said.

Braatz said the idea came from the 

junior and senior student advisors 

and officers. This event will be held 

April 17. “We’re hoping and praying 

for warm weather because we want 

to have competitions between stu-

dent teams both indoors and out-

doors; we’ll have something to eat, 

we’ll have t-shirts and face coverings 

and try to follow the 
mitigating practices 
as best as we can,” 
she said.

This event will 
be exclusively for 
juniors and seniors 
with no guests from 
outside. “All of the 

events will be either outside on the 
soccer field or the football field, or 
in the gym with small, small group 
events,” said student representative 
Brea Leow.

She said the April 17 date falls on a 
day right between sports seasons, so 
there wouldn’t be any games on that 
day that would prevent athletes from 
coming or needing to rush from a 
game to make it. “Some of the school 
districts are going later, but because 
their spring sports are starting later, 
there are doubleheaders after dou-
bleheaders, so it’s kind of a perfect 
date for it,” she said.

Leow said there is a possibility of 
having another dance on that day, 
which is still something that is in dis-
cussion.

Braatz

See EVENTS, A3

Citizens bring experiences with 
health department to county board

By EMILY HARWOOD

EagleHerald Staff Writer

eharwood@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—Local business 
owner, Ray Schebel and his wife 
Pam spoke in front of the Menomi-
nee County Board of Commission-
ers Tuesday to discuss their experi-
ence with the Public Health Depart-
ment Delta & Menominee Counties.

The Schebels own the Cedar 
River Plaza in Cedar River and 
were looking for property near 
their workplace that they could 
purchase and build a home on. Ray 
Schebel said they had been renting 
for the past several years.

After purchasing a property 
next to the Cedar River Plaza, the 
Schebels applied to Health Depart-
ment to build mound septic on the 
property. However, Schebel had 
removed the dwelling—a trailer—
from the property before submit-
ting his application.

Because the property did not 
have a home, the Schebels were 
not granted the permit needed to 
build the septic system.

“When I worked with the 
Health Department, they did their 

assessment, the property did not 
pass because it’s water logged,” 
Ray Schebel said.

He explained that if the prop-
erty had a dwelling, it would have 
been approved for the project but 
because it no longer had one, it was 
not approved.

The Schebels began the appeals 
process to hopefully obtain the 
needed permit because a dwell-
ing had been on the property for 
several years, a fact that Schebel 
proved with Google Maps.

He said the surrounding prop-
erties all have the same type of 
mound septic tank he was asking 
to build and are all about the same 
elevation as his property.

“They didn’t take any of that into 
consideration, the Health Depart-
ment came back with a presenta-
tion that must have taken five to six 
hours to put together,” Schebel said.

He said the Health Depart-
ment did answer his questions but 
refused to offer any sort of vari-
ation on their code, even though 
there had been a home on the 
property before he applied for the 
permit.

See BOARD, A3
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TODAY: Mostly sunny 
and dry with light wind
 HIGH: 39     LOW: 20

DEATHS
Deetjen, James C.

Greenwood-Martin, Judith R.

Sawyer-Koch, Barbara J.

INSIDE
Nation: Dems, now in control, 

push for new gun control laws. A8

Sports: Maroon    boys  rebound 

with win over Stephenson. B1


