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Biden sworn in as 46th president
By JONATHAN LEMIRE, ZEKE MILLER 

and ALEXANDRA JAFFE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON—Joe Biden 

was sworn in as the 46th president 

of the United States on Wednes-

day, summoning American resil-

ience to confront a historic conflu-

ence of crises and urging people to 

come together to end an “uncivil 

war” in a nation deeply divided 

after four tumultuous years

Declaring that “democracy has 

prevailed,” Biden took the oath at 

a U.S. Capitol that had been bat-

tered by an insurrectionist siege 

just two weeks earlier.

On a chilly Washington morn-

ing dotted with snow flurries, the 

quadrennial ceremony unfolded 

within a circle of security forces 

evocative of a war zone and devoid 

of crowds because of the corona-

virus pandemic. Instead, Biden 

gazed out over 200,000 American 

flags planted on the National Mall 

to symbolize those who could not 

attend in person.

“The will of the people has been 

heard, and the will of the people 

has been heeded. We’ve learned 

again that democracy is precious 

and democracy is fragile. At this 

hour, my friends, democracy has 

prevailed,” Biden said. “This is 

America’s day. This is democracy’s 

day. A day in history and hope, of 

renewal and resolve.”

Biden never mentioned his pre-

decessor, who defied tradition and 

left town ahead of the ceremony, 

but his speech was an implicit 

rebuke of Donald Trump. The new 

president denounced “lies told 

for power and for profit” and was 

blunt about the challenges ahead.

Central among them: the surg-

ing virus that has claimed more 

than 400,000 lives in the United 

States, as well as economic strains 

and a national reckoning over 

race.

“We have much to do in this 

winter of peril, and significant 

possibilities. Much to repair, 

much to restore, much to heal, 

much to build and much to gain,” 

Biden said. “Few people in our 

nation’s history have been more 

challenged, or found a time more 

challenging or difficult than the 

time we’re in now.”

Biden was eager to go big early, 

with an ambitious first 100 days 

that includes a push to speed up 

the distribution of COVID-19 vac-

cinations to anxious Americans 

and pass a $1.9 trillion virus relief 

package. On Day One, he planned 

a series of executive actions to roll 

back Trump administration ini-

tiatives and also planned to send 

an immigration proposal to Capi-

tol Hill that would create an eight-

year path to citizenship for immi-

grants living in the country ille-

gally.

The absence of Biden’s prede-

cessor from the inaugural cer-

emony, a break from tradition, 

underscored the rift to be healed.

But a bipartisan trio of three 

former presidents—Bill Clin-

ton, George W. Bush and Barack 

Obama—were there to wit-

ness the ceremonial transfer of 

power. Trump, awaiting his sec-

ond impeachment trial, was at 

his Florida resort by the time the 

swearing-in took place.

Biden, in his third run for the 

presidency, staked his candidacy 

less on any distinctive political 

ideology than on galvanizing a 

broad coalition of voters around 

the notion that Trump posed an 

existential threat to American 

democracy. Biden did not men-

tion Trump by name but alluded 

to the rifts his predecessor had 

helped create.

“I know the forces that divide 

us are deep and they are real. But 

I also know they are not new. Our 

history has been a constant strug-

gle between the American ideal 

that we all are created equal and 

the harsh, ugly reality of racism, 

nativism, fear, demonization that 

have long torn us apart,” Biden 

said. “This is our historic moment 

of crisis and challenge, and unity 

is the path forward and we must 

meet this moment as the United 

States of America.”

Biden came to office with a 

well of empathy and resolve born 

by personal tragedy as well as a 

depth of experience forged from 

more than four decades in Wash-

ington. At age 78, he was the old-

est president inaugurated.

More history was made at his 

side, as Kamala Harris became 

the first woman to be vice pres-

ident. The former U.S. senator 

from California is also the first 

Black person and the first person 

of South Asian descent elected to 

the vice presidency and the high-

est-ranking woman ever to serve 

in government.

The two were sworn in during 

an inauguration ceremony with 

few parallels. Tens of thousands 

of troops were on the streets to 

provide security precisely two 

weeks after a violent mob of 

alleged Trump supporters, possi-

bly incited by the Republican pres-

ident, stormed the Capitol in an 

attempt to prevent the certifica-

tion of Biden’s victory.

“Here we stand, just days after 

a riotous mob thought they could 

use violence to silence the will of 

the people,” Biden said. “To stop 

the work of our democracy. To 

drive us from this sacred ground. 

It did not happen. It will never 

happen. Not today, not tomorrow. 

Not ever. Not ever.”
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Joe Biden is sworn in as the 46th president of the United States by Chief Justice John Roberts as Jill Biden holds the Bible during the 59th 
Presidential Inauguration Wednsday at the U.S. Capitol in Washington as their children Ashley and Hunter watch.

Trump pardons ex-strategist Bannon, others
By JONATHAN LEMIRE, 

ERIC TUCKER and JILL COLVIN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —Pres-
ident Donald Trump par-
doned former chief strat-
egist Steve Bannon in the 
final hours of his White 
House term as part of a 
flurry of clemency action 
that benefited more than 
140 people, including rap 
performers, ex-members of 
Congress and other allies of 
him and his family.

The last-minute clem-
ency, announced after mid-
night on Wednesday, fol-
lows separate waves of par-
dons over the past month 
for Trump associates con-
victed in the FBI’s Russia 
investigation as well as for 
the father of his son-in-law.

Taken together, the 
actions underscore the 
president’s willingness, all 
the way through his four 
years in the White House, to 
flex his constitutional pow-
ers in ways that defy con-
vention and explicitly aid 
his friends and supporters.

Trump did not pardon 
himself, despite specula-
tion that he would, in the 
face of potential federal 
investigations. He had pre-
viously asserted that he had 
the authority to do so. He 
also did not pardon his chil-
dren or his personal lawyer, 
Rudy Giuliani.

The final list was full of 
more conventional candi-
dates whose cases had been 
championed by criminal 
justice activists. One man 
who has spent nearly 24 
years in prison on drug and 
weapons charges but had 
shown exemplary behavior 
behind bars had his sen-
tence commuted. So did a 
former Marine sentenced in 
2000 in connection with a 
cocaine conviction.

Even so, the names of 
prominent Trump allies 
nonetheless stood out.

One pardon recipients 

was Elliott Broidy, a promi-

nent Republican fundraiser 

who pleaded guilty last fall in 

a scheme to lobby the Trump 

administration to drop an 

investigation into the loot-

ing of a Malaysian wealth 

fund. Another was Ken Kur-

son, a friend of Trump son-

in-law Jared Kushner who 

was charged last October 

with cyberstalking during a 

heated divorce.

Hours later, the White 

House announced one last 

pardon, for Al Pirro, the 

ex-husband of Trump ally 

Jeanine Pirro, a Fox News 

Channel host. Al Pirro had 

been convicted in 2000 of 

tax charges.

Bannon’s pardon was 

especially notable given 

that the prosecution was 

still in its early stages and 

any trial was months away. 

Whereas pardon recipients 

are conventionally thought 

of as defendants who have 

faced justice, often by hav-

ing served at least some 

prison time, the pardon nul-

lifies the prosecution and 

effectively eliminates any 

prospect for punishment.

Bannon was charged 

in August with duping 

thousands of donors who 

believed their money would 

be used to fulfill Trump’s 

chief campaign promise 

to build a wall along the 

southern border. Instead, 

he allegedly diverted over a 

million dollars, paying a sal-

ary to one campaign official 

and personal expenses for 

himself. His co-defendants 

were not pardoned.

“Steve Bannon is getting 

a pardon from Trump after 

defrauding Trump’s own 

supporters into paying for 

a wall that Trump promised 

Mexico would pay for,” Rep. 

Adam Schiff, D-Calif., said 

on Twitter. “And if that all 

sounds crazy, that’s because 

it is. Thank God we have 

only 12 more hours of this 

den of thieves.”

Other presidents have 

issued controversial par-

dons before leaving the 

White House. But perhaps 

no other commander in 

chief has so enjoyed using 

the clemency authority to 

benefit not only friends 

and acquaintances but also 

celebrity defendants and 

those championed by allies.

Wednesday’s list includes 

its share of high-profile 

defendants.

Among them were rap-

pers Lil Wayne and Kodak 

Black, both convicted in 

Florida on weapons charges. 

Wayne, whose real name is 

Dwayne Michael Carter, has 

frequently expressed sup-

port for Trump and recently 

met with the president on 

criminal justice issues. 

Others on the list 

included Death Row Records 

co-founder Michael Harris 

and New York art dealer and 

collector Hillel Nahmad.

Pardoned were former 

Rep. Rick Renzi, an Ari-

zona Republican who was 

sentenced to three years for 

corruption, money launder-

ing and other charges, and 

former Rep. Randy “Duke” 

Cunningham of Califor-

nia, who was convicted of 

accepting bribes from 

defense contractors. 

Trump commuted the 

prison sentence of former 

Detroit Mayor Kwame Kil-

patrick, who has served 

about seven years behind 

bars for a racketeering and 

bribery scheme.
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In this Aug. 20, 2020, file photo, President Donald Trump’s former chief strategist, Steve 
Bannon, speaks with reporters in New York after pleading not guilty to charges that he 
ripped off donors to an online fundraising scheme to build a southern border wall. Trump 
pardoned Bannon on Wednesday.

MADISON, Wis.—The Wisconsin Natural Resources 

Board will meet virtually on Friday for a Special Meeting 

to discuss the next steps to establish a wolf hunt in Wis-

consin in 2021.

The virtual meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. Friday, orig-

inating from the Public Meeting Room G09, State Natu-

ral Resources Building (GEF 2), 101 S. Webster St., Madi-

son, Wisconsin. The Board will act on items 1-2 as listed 

on the agenda.

The public can watch the Special Meeting via Zoom. If 

the meeting is at capacity and you are unable to join, the 

Special Meeting will also be livestreamed.

Although the public will not be allowed to attend the 

meeting in person due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 

the public is encouraged to participate. The deadline for 

remote public appearance requests and written comments 

is 8 a.m. today.

The NRB will also meet virtually for the upcoming 

board meeting at 8:30 a.m. on Jan. 27 to consider several 

proposed emergency rules and donations. The Board will 

act on items 1-4 and 7-8 as listed on the agenda.

IN BRIEF
Wisconsin board to discuss wolf hunt

Alice in Dairyland 
finals canceled

MADISON—The Wis-

consin Department of Agri-

culture, Trade and Con-

sumer Protection (DATCP) 

announced the cancellation 

of the 74th annual Alice in 

Dairyland finals, previously 

set to be held in Walworth 

County in May 2021. The 

75th finals will be held May 

19-21, 2022 in Dane County 

as previously planned.

“Alice in Dairyland is 

a long-standing Wiscon-

sin tradition. Even during 

the unexpected challenges 

of COVID-19, Alice has 

reminded us all of the diver-

sity and strength of Wis-

consin agriculture,” said 

DATCP Secretary-designee 

Randy Romanski. “While 

2020 may be behind us, the 

pandemic is not. Cancelling 

the 74th Alice in Dairyland 

finals is an unfortunate but 

necessary step to help pro-

tect the health and safety of 

our staff and the public we 

serve. We look forward to 

resuming the annual Alice 

selection process in 2022.”

“We greatly appreciate 

the extensive efforts of Wal-

worth County, whose host 

committee has remained 

flexible throughout this 

process. We look forward 

to showcasing Walworth 

County at a future Alice 

in Dairyland finals,” added 

Krista Knigge, Administra-

tor of DATCP’s Division of 

Agricultural Development, 

which houses the Alice in 

Dairyland program. “We 

also thank our partners at 

Dairy Farmers of Wiscon-

sin, the Wisconsin Corn 

Promotion Board, the Mid-

West Jewelers Association, 

and the Kettle Moraine 

Mink Breeders Association 

for their steadfast commit-

ment to the Alice program 

and their support of these 

unprecedented changes.”

Julia Nunes of Chippewa 

Falls will continue in her cur-

rent role as Alice in Dairyland 

until July 15, 2022, officially 

becoming the 74th Alice in 

May 2021. Applications for 

the 75th Alice in Dairyland 

will be made available on 

Jan. 3, 2022. 


