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Good morning,

Donna Clausen-Fritz!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Mostly cloudy and rain 

showers most of the day
HIGH: 64  LOW: 57
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NEW YORK  — Americans 
commemorated 9/11 on Friday 
as another national crisis, the 
coronavirus, reconfigured cere-
monies and a presidential cam-
paign carved a path through the 
memorials.

In New York, victims’ rela-
tives gathered Friday morning 
for split-screen remembrances at 
the World Trade Center’s Sept. 11 
memorial plaza and on a nearby 
corner, set up by separate organi-
zations that differed on balancing 
tradition with virus safety.

Standing on the plaza, with 
its serene waterfall pools and 
groves of trees, Jin Hee Cho said 
she couldn’t erase the memory 
of the death of her younger sis-
ter, Kyung, in the 2001 terrorist 
attack that destroyed the trade 
center’s twin towers.

“It’s just hard to delete that in 
my mind. I understand there’s all 
this, and I understand now that 

we have even COVID,” said Cho, 
55. “But I only feel the loss, the 
devastating loss of my flesh-and-
blood sister.”

Around the country, some 
communities canceled 9/11 cere-
monies, while others went ahead, 
sometimes with modifications. 
The Pentagon’s observance was so 
restricted that not even victims’ 
families could attend, though 
small groups could visit its memo-
rial later in the day.

On an anniversary that fell less 
than two months before the pres-
idential election, President Donald 
Trump and Democratic challenger 
Joe Biden both headed for the Flight 
93 National Memorial in the election 
battleground state of Pennsylvania 
— at different times of day.

Biden also attended the cere-
mony at ground zero in New York, 
exchanging a pandemic-con-
scious elbow bump with Vice 
President Mike Pence before the 
observance began.

In short, the 19th anniversary 
of the deadliest terror attack on 
U.S. soil was a complicated occa-
sion in a maelstrom of a year, as 

the U.S. grapples with a pandem-
ic, searches its soul over racial 
injustice and prepares to choose 
a leader to chart a path forward.

Still, families say it’s import-
ant for the nation to pause and 
remember the hijacked-plane 
attacks that killed nearly 3,000 
people at the trade center, at the 
Pentagon outside Washington 
and in a field near Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania, on Sept. 11, 2001 
— shaping American policy, per-
ceptions of safety, and daily life 

in places from airports to office 
buildings.

“People could say, ‘Oh, 19 
years.’ But I’ll always be doing 
something this day. It’s history,” 
said Annemarie D’Emic, who 
lost her brother Charles Heeran, 
a stock trader. She went to the 
alternative ceremony in New York, 
which kept up the longstanding 
tradition of in-person readers.

Speaking at the Pennsylvania 
memorial, Trump recalled how 
the plane’s crew and passengers 

tried to storm the cockpit as the 

hijackers headed for Washington.

“The heroes of Flight 93 are 

an everlasting reminder that no 

matter the danger, no matter 

the threat, no matter the odds, 

America will always rise up, 

stand tall, and fight back,” the 

Republican president said.

Biden visited the memorial later 

Friday, laid a wreath and greeted 

relatives of victims including First 
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See 9/11, A3
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Mourners hug beside the names of the deceased Jesus Sanchez and Marianne MacFarlane at the National 
September 11 Memorial and Museum, Friday in New York. Americans commemorated 9/11 with tributes that 
have been altered by coronavirus precautions and woven into the presidential campaign.

Remembering 
9/11 with virus 

altering tributes
Americans recall the tragic day

MARINETTE — The Bob & Rocco Gun 
Show is currently taking place at the 
Community REC Center. The show began 
Friday at 3 p.m. and went until 8, and 
will continue to run through the weekend, 
opening today from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Ron Martin, the show’s director, said he 
does gun shows pretty much every week-
end up until summer begins. He said the 
group stays in Wisconsin and holds events 
throughout the state through May.

“This is the first one here in this build-
ing, and we were here about 25 years ago 
at the college,” Martin said.

Martin said people are able to buy or 
sell guns at the shows that he runs. He 
said people can also trade guns if they 
happen to have some in their possession 
that they don’t want, however any gun 
brought in has to be checked at the door.

“A lot of people are looking for ammu-
nition,” Martin said, “but most people just 
come and look around. They do buy a lot of 
stuff, and there are some people that travel 
all over just going to the show. There’s one 

guy out of Milwaukee on a motorcycle; 

we’ll be in Milwaukee one week and then 

we’re in Eagle River, and there he is in 

Eagle River!”

Martin said he did his first gun show 

in 1976, and really got into it in the 1980s. 

He started working in the gun business in 

around 1988, and about 11 years ago he 

started doing gun shows full-time, taking 

over for Bob Pucci, the one who started the 

Bob & Rocco Gun Shows. “I didn’t have a 

job anymore, and the people I lived near 

didn’t have jobs because they closed the 

plant and moved it to Kentucky. I had this 

business, the gun business, and since that 

was considered a job, I didn’t qualify for 
unemployment. So we started doing full-
time right then,” he said.

Those who buy guns at the show, 
Martin said, do need to undergo a back-
ground check and fill out other necessary 
paperwork in order to purchase their fire-
arms. He said this is the case for purchas-
ing semi-automatic and most other guns; 
the background check may only take a few 
minutes, but the rest of the process could 
take about a week or so. Pucci’s collection 
featured a wide assortment of fully auto-
matic weapons that were available to be 
purchased, but Martin said the process for 
being able to own one of those can take a 
year or more.

Martin says he sells just about every-
thing, but he sells more long guns than 
handguns. “I don’t have a big selection of 
handguns either. Some of the other ven-
dors who come to the other shows have 
a lot of handguns, but a lot of them don’t 
have inventory because they can’t get 
them,” he said.

Martin said a lot of gun manufac-
turers haven’t been able to bring their 
workers back in yet, and even if they 

By WES BEYER
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wbeyer@eagleherald.com

Gun show continues at REC Center

See GUNS, A3
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An MG-34 from Bob Pucci’s gun collection 
on sale for $15,000 at the Bob and Rocco Gun 
Show Friday at the Community REC Center in 
Marinette. Behind is a Lewis gun, which was 
on sale for $24,000. Show Director Ron Martin 
said the process one needs to go through to 
legally own either of these guns could take a 
year or more.

““There’s more guns being 

sold now; they’re selling 

guns to people who were 

never interested before.”

Ron Martin

gun show director

The number of daily U.S. 

deaths from the coronavirus is 

declining again after peaking in 

early August, but scientists warn 

that a new bout with the disease 

this fall could claim more lives.

The arrival of cooler weather 

and the likelihood of more indoor 

gatherings will add to the impor-

tance of everyday safety precau-

tions, experts say.

“We have to change the way we 

live until we have a vaccine,” said 

Ali Mokdad, professor of health 

metrics sciences at the University 

of Washington in Seattle. In other 

words: Wear a mask. Stay home. 

Wash your hands.

The U.S. has seen two dis-

tinct peaks in daily deaths. The 

nation’s summertime surge crest-
ed at about half the size of the 
first deadly wave in April.

Deaths first peaked on April 24 
at an average of 2,240 each day 
as the disease romped through 
the dense cities of the Northeast. 
Then, over the summer, outbreaks 
in Texas, California and Florida 
drove daily deaths to a second 
peak of 1,138 on Aug. 1.

Some states — Florida, 
Georgia, Mississippi, Nevada 
and California — suffered more 
deaths during the summer wave 
than during their first milder run-
in with the virus in the spring. 
Others — Michigan, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and Colorado — defi-
nitely saw two spikes in infections 
but suffered fewer deaths the sec-
ond time around.

Now about 700 Americans are 
dying of the virus each day. That’s 

down about 25% from two weeks 

ago but still not low enough to 

match the early July low of about 

500 daily deaths, according to 

an Associated Press analysis of 
data compiled by Johns Hopkins 
University.

The number of people being 
treated for COVID-19 in hospitals 
in the summertime hot spots of 
Florida and Texas has been on 
a steady downward trend since 
July.

In Florida, the number of 
COVID-19 patients Thursday 
morning was less than 3,000 after 
peaking at more than 9,500 on 
July 23. Two weeks later, the state 
reached its highest seven-day 
average in daily reported deaths.

In Texas, about 3,500 people 
were hospitalized with COVID-19 
on Thursday, a measure that’s 
been improving since peaking 
July 22 at 10,893.

Worryingly, a dozen states are 
bucking the national downward 

By CARLA K. JOHNSON
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Daily virus deaths decline; trend may reverse in fall

See VIRUS, A3
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In this June 23 file photo, a woman walks out of a liquor store past a 
sign requesting its customers to wear a mask in Santa Monica, Calif. 
The number of daily U.S. deaths from the coronavirus is declining again 
after peaking in early August, but scientists are warning that a new 
bout with the disease this fall could claim more lives.
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